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Deanna  EW5E 


You  Owe  It  To  Yourself 

To  Take  Advantage  Of  This 

Golden  Opportunity. 


College  was  fun,  but  you've  got 
several  student  loans  to  show  for  it. 
Why  not  consolidate  them  into  one 
manageable  monthly  payment? 

You  can  still  lock  in  a  low  fixed 
interest  rate,  protect  your- 
self from  rate  increases  and 
lower  your  monthly  note 
as  much  as  50%.  Or,  leave 
your  repayment  terms 
intact,  pay  your  loan  off 
early  and  pocket  the  inter- 
est savings.  With  no  closing  fees, 
credit  checks  or  income  verification 
required,  all  you  need  to  qualify  for 
ESF's  EZChoice  Consolidation  Loan  is 
one  or  more  student  loans  in  the 
grace  period  or  in  repayment  status. 


ESF 


EDUCATION  SERVICES 
FOUNDATION 

The  Planning-and-Paying-for-College 
Company." 


What's  more,  as  the  Student  Loan 
Consolidation  Lender  of  Choice  for 
USM  Alumni,  ESF  offers  money- 
saving  borrower  benefits  to  those 
who  qualify: 

•  a  1.25%  interest  rate 
reduction  for  36  consecu- 
tive on-time  payments; 

•  a  .25%  interest  rate 
reduction  for  having  your 
monthly  loan  payment 
automatically    deducted 

from  a  bank  account.  You  owe  it 
to  yourself  to  give  us  a  call  at 
1.866.542.8033.  To  learn  more 
about  the  advantages  of  consolidat- 
ing through  ESF,  or  to  apply,  visit  us  at 
www.esfweb.com/usm.htm 


The  Student  Loan  Consolidation 
Lender  of  Choice  for  Southern  Miss  Alumni 

The  lender  for  this  program  is  Mississippi  Higher  Education  Assistance  Corporation. 

Education  Services  Foundation  is  your  non-profit  resource  for  free 
college  planning,  scholarships,  low-cost  student  loans  and  student  loan  consolidation. 

www.esfweb.com/usm.htm  •  Toll-free  866.542.8033 


©  2003-2006  Education  Services  Foundation.  All  rights  reserved.  "Benefits  available  to  alumni  of  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  who  have  an  outstanding  combined  student  loan  debt  of  $10,000  or  more. 
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BUFFETT  LENDS  A  HAND 

One  of  the  University's  most  prominent  alumni,  Jimmy  Buffett,  is  now  a 
paid  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association  and  is  encouraging  fellow 
Southern  Miss  alumni  to  join  him  in  support  of  the  organization.  A  letter 
to  Southern  Miss  alumni,  signed  by  the  recording  artist  and  best-sell- 
ing author,  a  1969  graduate  of  the  University,  asks  alumni  to  join  the 
Association. 

THE  PEOPLE'S  WATCHDOG 

A  lot  has  changed  for  Mississippi  and  State  Auditor  Phil  Bryant  since 
he  walked  the  pathways  of  the  Hattiesburg  campus  as  a  student  some 
30  years  ago.  Then,  he  was  a  self-described  "hillbilly."  Today,  the  first 
generation  college  graduate  is  one  of  the  states  most  respected  public 
officials. 

THE  THAMES  ERA 

With  the  same  determination  used  to  create  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi's  acclaimed  polymer  science  program.  Dr.  Shelby  E  Thames 
has  worked  to  leave  his  alma  mater  better  than  when  he  began  as  its 
president. 

THE  FACE  OF  HOPE 

When  a  series  of  unfortunate  events  struck  her  family,  Deanna  Favre 
reluctantly  found  herself  in  the  public  eye.  Today,  however,  she's  stronger 
than  ever,  a  victor  in  a  battle  with  breast  cancer,  a  source  of  strength  for 
her  famous  husband  and  an  inspiration  to  women  everywhere. 

AT  HOME  AWAY  FROM  HOME 

As  the  host  of  Grand  Ok  Opn  Live,  Southern  Miss  alumna  Nan  Kelley 
often  shares  country  music  fans'  television  screens  with  the  genre's  ris- 
ing stars,  top  acts  and  legends  Without  question,  she  has  come  a  long 
way  since  she  and  her  brother  used  to  sing  along  to  Glen  Campbell's 
"Rhinestone  Cowboy." 


FRONT  COVER:      Southern  Miss  alumna  Deanna  Favre.  who  lias  battled  breast  car  .   I    t  le 

highly  publicized  deaths  of  her  brother  and  father-in-law.  is  using  I 
faced  and  the  accompanying  spotlight  to  help  women  through 
Photo  by  Kiisti  Harris,  Kristi  Harris  Photography 
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make  a  Permanent 
Connection 


Forge  a  lifelong  link  to  your  alma  mater  by  becoming  a  Life 
Member  of  the  Alumni  Association.  In  addition  to  assuring  your 
connection  with  the  University,  a  Life  Membership  qualities  your 
USM-bound  children  for  an  out-of-state  tuition  waiver  (subject  to 
University  guidelines),  entitles  you  to  a  Life  Membership  plaque  and 
helps  fond  programs  diat  benefit  the  University  and  the  Southern 
Miss  community. 


"Including  our  daughter, 
Lucy  Schultze,  four  genera- 
tions of  the  Pope  family  have 
received  their  education 
at  this  University  and  been 
loyal  alumni.  there  was  no 
question  that  we  would  con- 
tinue to  pay  our  yearly  dues 
and  be  active  in  the  alumni 
Association  for  the  rest  of 
our  lives.  Becoming  Life  Members  means  for  us  an 
unconditional  commitment  to  support  southern  miss 
through  'thick  and  thin'  and  an  unqualified  belief  in 
the  brightness  of  her  future." 

Randy  '73  and  Kathy  Pope  '74 


For  more  information,  contact  the 
Alumni  Association  office,  601.266.5013. 


HOME 


"Saunders  to  the  Top!"  was  the  headline  booming  from  the  front  page  of  the  Hattiesburg  American  with  the 
announcement  that  a  Southern  Miss  alumna,  Dr.  Martha  Dunagin  Saunders  '69,  would  become  the  ninth  president 
of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

The  headline  accurately  expressed  the  collective  excitement  of  Southern  Miss  alumni  as  Saunders,  the  current 
chancellor  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin-Whitewater  and  a  member  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association,  was 
selected  to  lead  our  fine  university.  Who  better  than  one  of  our  own — one  with  more  than  30  years  of  expenence 
in  higher  education — to  lead  Southern  Miss  as  it  approaches  its  Centennial  Celebration  in  2010? 

The  Alumni  Association  played  an  important  role  in  the  selection  of  the  new  president.  In  fact,  we  were  ahead 
of  the  curve  in  doing  our  part.  The  Presidential  Transition  Team,  appointed  by  then-president  Danny  Mitchell  in 
May  2006  and  co-chaired  by  State  Auditor  Phil  Bryant  and  former  Mississippi  Power  executive  Rex  Kelly,  was  a 
smashing  success.  The  goal  of  the  Transition  Team  was  to  maximize  the  quality  of  the  presidential  applicant  pool, 
and  I  feel  strongly  that  goal  was  accomplished.  The  team  solicited  input  from  representatives  of  each  University 
constituency.  From  the  information  collected,  a  preferred  presidential  profile  emerged  which  was  delivered  to  the 
Mississippi  Board  of  Trustees  for  State  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  (IHL  Board).  Additionally,  the  Fall  2006  edi- 
tion of  Southern  Miss  Connections  included  a  survey  of  all  alumni-of-record. 

We  certainly  want  to  thank  Dr.  Shelby  Thames  '59,  '61,  for  his  years  of  service  to  the  University  as  its  top  admin- 
istrator. Among  his  many  accomplishments,  Dr.  Thames  was  successful  in  increasing  research  funding  to  record 
levels,  and  he  continues  to  guide  the  University  through  its  successful  recovery  from  Hurricane  Katrina.  He  also 
spearheaded  significant  physical  improvements  to  the  Hattiesburg  campus,  highlighted  by  the  $30  million  Thad 
Cochran  Center. 

When  Dr.  Saunders  begins  her  work  at  the  University,  she  will  find  a  healthy  and  vibrant  Alumni  Association. 
With  your  help,  the  Association  will  work  with  her  to  make  a  positive  difference  in  the  life  of  the  University.  With 
a  membership  of  16,500  alumni  and  a  participation  percentage  of  approximately  19  percent,  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association  is  on  par  with  other  national  universities.  We  now  have  more  than  3,100  living  Life  Members 
and  the  Association  is  in  sound  financial  shape. 

As  we  welcome  Dr.  Saunders  home  to  Southern  Miss,  we  remain  focused  on  the  challenges  we  face  and  the 
initiatives  we  have  planned  for  the  future.  While  I  cannot  mention  them  all  here,  I  would  like  to  highlight  a  few. 

First,  the  successful  completion  of  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  is  within  reach.  Contributions  and  commit- 
ments to  the  campaign  have  exceeded  the  $2  million  mark,  and  we  hope  to  conclude  fund-raising  efforts  by  the 
end  of  the  summer. 

Second,  you'll  note  in  the  News  Around  Campus  section  of  The  Talon  that  the  University  has  unveiled  a  centen- 
nial mark  that  will  become  very  familiar  to  you  as  we  move  toward  celebrating  the  University's  first  100  years.  In 
the  next  few  weeks  a  Centennial  Celebration  Coordinator  will  be  hired  to  organize  and  direct  the  countdown  to 
the  University's  Centennial  on  March  30,  2010. 

Finally,  you  should  know  that  the  existence  of  a  long-term  strategic  plan  continues  to  guide  the  decision  making 
processes  of  the  Association.  An  updated  version  of  the  Strategic  Overview,  adopted  by  our  Board  of  Directors, 
will  carry  the  Association  through  the  Centennial  Celebration.  The  Strategic  Overview  is  available  on  the  Web  at 
SouthernMissAlumni.com. 

With  such  an  exciting  future,  I  know  we  can  take... 


Southern  Miss  to  the  Top 


Rosemary  Aultman 
President 
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Alumnus  Featured  as  First  Speaker  in  Trent  Lott  Center  Innovation  Series 

■  Southern  Miss  alumnus  Brian  Nettles  '96,  a 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  resident  and  ceramics 
artist,  was  the  inaugural  guest  speaker  in  the 
Trent  Lott  Centers  Innovation  Speaker  Series 
in  early  April  at  the  Structural  Steel  Services 
3D  Arts  Building. 

Nettles,  who  maintains  a  ceramic  and  sculp- 
ture studio  in  Pass  Christian,  spoke  on  "The 
Critical  Component  of  Ceramics:  Innovation." 

Nettles'  work  can  be  found  in  many  public 
and  private  collections  around  the  Untied  States 


Brian  Nettles  '96 


and  in  Japan,  including  the  Mississippi  Museum 
of  Art,  Mobile  Museum  of  Art,  Lauren  Rogers 
Museum  of  Art,  Key  West  Community  College, 
Tokoname  Cultural  Center,  Japan,  Frank  Gehry 
and  Los  Angles,  Calif.  His  current  work  refer- 
ences the  long  cultural  history  of  his  birthplace 
along  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast. 

A  second  lecture  in  the  series  was  set  for 
April  27  with  a  presentation  by  performance 
theater  actress  Lynn  Book,  who  has  worked  in 
Chicago,  New  York  City  and  internationally. 


Student  Awarded  NSBE 
Scholarship 


■  Rene  Jackson  appears  all  girl  when  you 
meet  her.  She  bubbles  over  with  enthusiasm 
about  shopping,  friends  and  family  and 
her  career  choice,  which  is  a  reminder  that 
things  aren't  always  as  they  appear. 

Jackson,  a  Canton,  Miss.,  native,  has  taken 
the  male-dominated  field  of  industrial  engi- 
neering technology  by  storm.  As  proof  of  her 
academic  success,  the  junior  has  received 
the  General  Electnc  Lord  Trotter  African 
American  Forum  Scholarship  through  the 
National  Society  of  Black  Engineers  (NSBE). 

As  one  of  only  16  recipients,  Jackson  is 
the  first  student  from  Southern  Miss  to  win 
the  prestigious  national  award  from  NSBE. 

"NSBE  has  provided  me  with  great  net- 
working opportunities.  It  really  encouraged 
me  to  branch  out  and  try  something  new," 
said  Jackson.  "It  is  an  honor  to  receive  the 
scholarship  from  NSBE." 


Southern  Miss  to  Offer  Spanish  in  Mexico  Study  Program 
This  Summer 

■  The  Department  of  Foreign  Languages  and  Literature  and  the  Office  of  International 
Programs  are  providing  students  with  a  unique  Spanish  language  immersion  opportunity  in 
Mexico  during  summer  2007.  From  May  18  to  June  28,  students  may  study  about  Mexico 
as  they  polish  their  Spanish  listening,  writing  and  speaking  skills. 

The  Spanish  in  Mexico  Program  awards  six  semester  credit  hours  in  Spanish.  These 
hours  may  be  taken  at  any  level,  depending  on  the  student's  academic  background  in 
Spanish.  Students  also  will  receive  a  "hands-on"  educational  experience  as  they  engage  in 
cultural  activities  and  a  variety  of  weekend  trips. 

"In  addition  to  classes,  there  are  many  opportunities  and  cultural  activities  available  to 
students,  including  dancing,  music,  cooking,  community  service  and  a  variety  of  optional 
field  trips  to  the  beach,  the  mountains  and  even  Mexico  City,"  said  Dr.  Jeanne  Gillespie, 
director  of  the  Spanish  in  Mexico  Program. 

Located  in  Cholula,  Puebla,  Mexico,  the  Universidad  de  las  Americas  hosts  the  Southern 
Miss  immersion  program.  Located  on  the  outskirts  of  Puebla,  the  campus  is  only  70  miles 
from  Mexico  City.  From  this  prestigious  university,  volcanoes,  ancient  pyramids  and  colo- 
nial churches  can  be  seen. 

Students  will  live  in  residential  suites,  which  are  composed  of  four  bedrooms  shared  by 
local  and  international  students,  on  the  Universidad  de  las  Americas  campus. 


Southern  Miss  alumnus  and  staff  member  John  Burks,  right,  has  Jansport  co- 
founder  Skip  Yowell  sign  Yowell's  new  book  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  Yowell 
spoke  to  business  students  as  part  of  the  College  of  Business  Executives  on  Cam- 
pus Lecture  Series.  His  new  book  is  titled  "The  Hippies  Guide  to  Climbing  the  Cor- 
porate Ladder  and  Other  Mountains." 


Claire  Dakhlia,  right,  waits  to  sample  some  Japanese  cuisine  during  the  Universi- 
ty's annual  International  Food  Fair  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  Each  year,  inter- 
national students  at  Southern  Miss  prepare  and  serve  dishes  from  their  native 
homelands.  The  University's  English  Language  Institute  attracts  many  students 
from  around  the  world. 
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University  Celebrates  Founders'  Day,  Unveils  Centennial  Mark 

On  the  97th  anniversary  of  its  founding,  March  30,  the  University 
honored  its  top  students  and  faculty  and  inaugurated  its  Student 
Government  Association  Officers,  while  also  introducing  the  new 
mark  to  be  used  in  its  upcoming  centennial  celebration. 

The  University  is  already  beginning  plans  to  celebrate  its  cen- 
tennial in  2010,  marking  the  100th  anniversary  of  its  founding  in 
1910.  After  construction  and  other  preparations  were  made  to  the 
Hattiesburg  campus,  then  Mississippi  Normal  College  opened  its 
doors  to  students  in  1912. 

On  March  30,  University  faculty,  staff  and  administration  on  the 
Hattiesburg  and  Gulf  Coast  campuses,  as  well  as  at  the  University's 
other  teaching  sites  on  the  Gulf  Coast,  marked  the  occasion. 

Southern  Miss  Vice  President  for  Student  Affairs  Dr.  Joe  Paul 
led  the  Hattiesburg  campus  ceremony,  held  at  the  Aubrey  K.  Lucas 
Administration  Building. 

"These  students  have  shown  exemplary  achievement,  leadership 
and  character,"  Paul  said. 

The  top  two  awards  given  by  the  University  to  students  went  to 
Erin  LeAnn  Fortenberry  of  Gautier,  who  received  the  Phi  Kappa  Phi 
Silver  Bowl  Award;  and  the  Judge  R.J.  Bishop  Award,  given  this  year 
to  Serena  Williamson  of  Hattiesburg. 

The  Phi  Kappa  Phi  Silver  Bowl  Award  is  given  to  a  Southern 
Miss  student  with  outstanding  academic  credentials.  Fortenberry  is 
a  biochemistry  and  molecular  biology  double  major,  with  a  minor 
in  mathematics.  Her  work  has  been  published  eight  times  in  seven 
separate  publications.  She  plans  to  attend  medical  school  after 
graduation. 

"Its  a  huge  honor  to  even  be  considered,"  Fortenberry  said.  "I 
appreciate  everything  my  parents  and  professors  have  done  to  help 
put  me  in  a  position  to  reach  my  career  goals." 

The  Judge  R.J.  Bishop  Award  is  given  to  a  student  who  has 
overcome  economic,  family  or  physical  hardships  to  pursue  their 
education.  Williamson  is  a  nursing  major  from  Hattiesburg.  (See 
Story,  Page  16.) 

Other  Southern  Miss  student  honorees  included 

•  Most  Outstanding  Freshman  Female — Yvette  Barr  of  Gautier, 
Miss. 

•  Most  Outstanding  Freshman  Male — Winston  Tyler  McCleery 
of  Mobile,  Ala. 

•  Best  Female  Citizen — Lyndsey  Simone  Jalvia  of  New  Orleans 

•  Best  Male  Citizen — Michael  David  Walker  Jr.  of  Birmingham, 
Ala. 

•  Hall  of  Fame — Joshua  Allen  Bird  of  Jackson;  Adam  L. 
Buckalew  of  Gulfport;  Eugene  Godfrey  Gouaux  III  of  Lockport, 
La.;  LaShonya  R.  Robinson  of  McComb;  Neil  D.  Treat  of 
Hattiesburg;  and  Margaret  Mason  Wesley  of  Hattiesburg 

Student  Government  Association  officers  inducted  at  the  cer- 
emony included  President  Vince  Fabra,  a  junior  from  Metairie, 
La.;  Vice  President  Ronnie  Hebert,  a  junior  from  Mandeville,  La.; 
Attorney  General  Reese  May,  a  junior  political  science  major  from 
Mendenhall;  Treasurer  Joe  Sabin,  a  sophomore  from  Columbus, 
Ind.;  and  Election  Commissioner  Omari  Pittman,  a  sophomore 
from  Jackson. 


«*  o*  iou^ 


\ 
2010% 


Student  Erin  LeAnn  Fortenberry  of  Gautier,  left,  receives  the  Phi  Kappa  Phi  Silver 
Bowl  Award,  the  University's  top  academic  honor,  from  Mike  Mitchell,  assistant 
dean  of  students,  during  Founders'  Day  ceremonies  in  Hattiesburg. 
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Southern  Miss  Unveils  New  Forensic  Science  Lab 

■  The  Department  of  the  Administration  of  Justice  has  unveiled  its 
new  forensic  science  laboratory  during  a  ribbon  cutting  ceremony. 
The  new  lab  is  funded  by  a  $2  million  grant  from  the  Department 
of  Justice. 

The  forensic  lab,  located  in  the  newly  renovated  9,000-square- 
foot  Arthell  Kelley  Hall,  is  a  facility  designed  to  provide  both  a 
forensic  science  teaching  and  a  forensic  services  laboratory.  This  is 
the  first  time  that  the  administration  of  justice  and  forensic  science 
departments  are  housed  together  in  a  building  that  houses  depart- 
mental offices,  a  mock  trial  courtroom  and  numerous  forensic  sci- 
ence laboratories. 

"Housing  all  faculty  members  together  makes  for  a  wonderful 
working  relationship  among  our  faculty  and  adds  convenience  for 
students,"  said  Lisa  Nored,  interim  chair  and  associate  professor  in 
the  Department  of  Administration  of  Justice. 

Southern  Miss  currently  offers  a  Bachelor  of  Science  and  Master 
of  Science  degrees  in  forensic  science  with  more  than  100  majors. 

Renovations  and  the  acquisition  of  critical  forensic  laboratory 
equipment  will  help  administrators  in  their  quest  to  establish  a 
nationally  recognized  forensic  science  program  with  courses  that 
provide  students  with  practical,  hands  on  experience.  The  new 
technologically  advanced  forensic  science  labs  will  also  assist  foren- 
sic science  graduates  by  helping  to  create  a  seamless  transition  from 
student  to  forensic  analyst.  Some  of  the  courses  incorporating  the 


The  Department  of  Administration  of  Justice  interim  chair  Lisa  Nored  cuts  the  ribbon 
for  the  new  forensic  lab  at  Southern  Miss. 

newly  funded  lab  include  arson  and  explosives,  forensic  analysis, 
fingerprint  and  crime  scene  documentation. 

In  addition  to  being  a  teaching  site,  the  new  lab  will  also  offer  labora- 
tory services  to  local  law  enforcement  agencies  and  work  in  coopera- 
tion with  state  agencies.  The  lab  will  offer  DNA  testing  for  local  agen- 
cies, as  well  as  toxicology  alcohol  /  drug  testing  for  local  coroners  and 
crime  scene  investigation  for  regional  areas,  among  other  services. 


Learning  Institute  Working  Toward 
$1  Million  Endowment 


One  of  the  benefits  of  membership  in  the  Osher  Life- 
long Learning  Institute  is  the  opportunity  to  attend  a 
variety  of  classes. 


■  Sometimes  a 
name  change 
can  really  turn 
things  around, 
as  is  the  case 
with  the  Osher 
Lifelong  Learning 
Institute  (OLLI) 
at  Southern 

Miss. 

The     Institute 
for    Learning    in 
of  retirees  when  it 


Retirement  was  already  an  active  group 

was  renamed  OLLI  two  years  ago.  However,  membership  has 

jumped  reaching  502  members  this  spring. 

The  numbers  are  impressive,  but  what  makes  recruiting 
even  more  worth  while  is  the  chance  to  apply  for  a  $  1  million 
endowment  from  the  Bernard  Osher  Foundation  in  the  coming 
years.  The  interest  earned  from  the  endowment  will  give  the 
institute  about  $50,000  each  year. 

"Once  we  receive  the  endowment,  we  will  be  able  to  use  the  earn- 
ings off  of  that  for  eternity"  said  director  and  founder  Sue  Pace. 

OLLI  provides  members  access  to  seminars,  field  trips,  lun- 
cheon lecture  series,  social  activities  and  five-week  courses  that 
do  not  require  exams  or  homework.  Classes  are  peer-taught  and 
are  chosen  based  on  the  overall  consensus  among  members. 
OLLI  membership  is  open  to  those  50  years  of  age  and  older. 


National  Nurses  Week  Kicks  off  School  of  Nursing 
40th  Anniversary 


■  National  Nurses  Week,  May  6-12,  kicked  off  a  year-long  celebration 
of  the  40th  anniversary  of  the  School  of  Nursing  (SON)  at  Southern 
Miss.  In  honor  of  these  events,  the  school  hosted  a  tea  from  3  to  5  p.m. 
May  3  in  the  lobby  of  Harkins  Hall. 

Committees  within  the  school  are  planning  a  variety  of  events  for 
next  fall  and  spring  that  will  include  a  guest  lecturer,  events  surround- 
ing football  season  and  a  spring  gala. 

"I  am  excited  about  the  events  associated  with  our  40th  anniversary 
as  they  will  allow  us  to  share  our  legacy  of  success  with  the  community 
and  will  allow  our  alumni,  past  and  present  faculty  and  past  deans  to 
celebrate  this  milestone,"  said  Dr.  Katherine  Nugent,  SON  director  and 
associate  dean  for  the  College  of  Health. 

As  the  states  largest  producer  of  baccalaureate  level  nurses,  Southern 
Miss  looks  to  retain  its  edge  in  the  coming  years  by  addressing  critical 
issues  facing  the  nursing  profession.  In  addition  to  increasing  recruit- 
ing and  retention  efforts,  the  SON  is  raising  its  profile  by  contact  with 
alumni  through  the  Alumni  Associations  Nursing  Constituent  Society. 


j^  For  more  information  on  the  Alumni  Associations  Nursing 
Constituent  Society,  visit  SouthernMissAlumni.com/nursing 


SouthernMissAlumni.com 
•Alumni  Groups 
•  Nursing  Constituent  Society 
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A  Century  of  Service: 

Kirkpatricks  Dedicate  100  Years  to  Southern  Miss 


The  Kirkpatrick  family  combined  for  approxi- 
mately 100  years  of  service  to  Southern  Miss 
as  employees.  Above,  they  pose  in  front  of  a 
mural  of  the  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  Administration 
Dome  in  McLemore  Hall,  where  Bud  Kirkpat- 
rick spent  many  of  his  44  years  of  profes- 
sional service  to  the  institution. 


Bud  Kirkpatrick,  pictured  above  in  1968,  began  his  professional  career  as  director  of  student  activities  in  1958. 


■  It  is  a  Sunday  afternoon,  and  William  "Bud"  Kirkpatrick  and  his 
wife,  Virginia,  are  in  their  familiar  spots  in  the  bleachers  at  Pete  Taylor 
Park  rooting  the  Southern  Miss  baseball  team  to  another  victory. 
Although  he's  been  retired  from  the  University  for  five  years  now,  the 
longtime  director  of  public  relations  at  Southern  Miss  still  cannot 
shake  a  nagging  case  of  "Eagle  Fever." 

If  his  lengthy  "illness"  comes  as  a  surprise,  it  shouldn't,  as 
Kirkpatrick  played  a  part  in  inventing  the  "Eagle  Fever"  phenomenon 
in  the  early  1980s  when  Reggie  Collier  and  Sammy  Winder  were  car- 
rying the  Southern  Miss  football  team  to  wins  over  Alabama,  Florida 
State  and  others. 

"Eagle  Fever,"  however,  is  just  part  of  the  Kirkpatrick  legacy  at 
Southern  Miss.  Kirkpatrick  '58,  '64  and  his  family,  which  includes 
Virginia,  daughter  Kathy  Bailey  and  son  David — all  Southern  Miss 
graduates — have  combined  for  nearly  100  years  of  service  to 
Southern  Miss  as  employees.  Bud  began  his  career  at  Southern  Miss 
as  director  of  student  activities  in  1958.  In  1972,  he  was  named  to 
lead  the  University's  public  relations  department,  and  in  1996  he  was 
named  assistant  to  the  president  for  University  Relations,  a  position 
he  held  until  his  2002  retirement.  Kathy  Bailey  worked  in  the  Center 
for  International  and  Continuing  Education  from  June  1986  through 
January  2007,  while  David  worked  for  the  University  for  more  than 
a  quarter  century,  spending  the  majority  of  those  years  on  the  Gulf 
Coast.  David  left  Southern  Miss  in  2005,  and  when  Kathy  left  early  in 
2007  it  marked  the  first  time  in  50  years  that  neither  Bud  nor  one  of 
his  children  had  been  on  the  Southern  Miss  staff. 


"We  knew  a  lot  of  the  people  the  buildings  are  now  named  for." 
Bud  said. 

During  Bud's  45  years  of  service  to  Southern  Miss,  he  helped  estab- 
lish the  University's  public  relations  office,  Photo  Services  and  the 
University  Activities  Council.  His  career  includes  interactions  with 
the  institutions  most  famous  students  and  involvement  in  its  most 
memorable  moments.  The  highlight  of  Kirkpatricks  career  was  the 
$150,000  contribution  to  the  University  by  Oseola  McCarty  and  the 
attention  that  followed.  Kirkpatrick  calls  his  work  with  McCarty  some 
of  the  "most  rewarding"  of  his  career. 

"It  was  my  life,"  Kirkpatrick  said  about  Southern  Miss.  "I  was  here 
as  a  student  and  employee.  At  times  it  was  a  night  and  day  job." 

For  Bud  and  Virginias  children,  the  decision  on  which  college  they 
would  attend  was  no  decision  at  all. 

"We  didn't  know  people  chose  what  school  they  went  to."  quipped 
Bailey,  who  found  one  of  her  first  offices  as  a  Southern  Miss  employee 
to  be  the  same  rooms  that  Bud  and  Virginia  occupied  as  an  apartment 
in  McLemore  Hall. 

"We  grew  up  on  the  campus,"  said  Bailey,  a  Life  Member  ot  the 
Alumni  Association.  "We  rode  our  bikes  around  campus.  We  learned 
to  drive  on  campus.  We  tlew  kites  on  Pride  Field." 

Bud  Kirkpatrick  is  a  member  ot  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame.  recei\ . .. 
the  Associations  Continuous  Service  Award  in  2002.  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Associations  Publications  Board.  He  and  Virginia  are  also 
contributors  to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  at  the  Supporting  G 
Level. 
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All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed.  Any  questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  at  alumni  n 
usm.edu  or  call  601.266.5013.  Please  visit  SouthernMissAlumni.com  for  the  most  up-to-date  calendar.  All  events  are  located  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus  unless  otherwise 
noted.  For  information  on  tickets,  call  601.266.5418,  unless  otherwise  noted. 


15         Golden   Eagle   Baseball   at 
New  Orleans  •  6:30  p.m. 


17,  18,    Golden    Eagle    Baseball    at 
and  19  Houston  •  7  p.m.  on  5/17  and  5/18, 
and  1  p.m.  on  5/19. 

22  Birmingham  Lunch  •  Carrabba's  Italian 
Grill  •  $20  per  person  •  Special  guest: 
Jeff  Bower  •  11:30  a.m. 

23-27  C  -  U  S  A 
Baseball 
Tournament 

•  Greenville,  N.C.  •  For  more  infor- 
mation, visit  SouthernMiss.com. 


Mississippi  Picnic 
in  Central  Park  • 
Central  Park  •  New 
York,  N.Y.  •  Noon 


4-8,       The     Dubard    Association     Method 

18-22    Course    •    Contact    the    Office    of 

Noncredit  Programs  and  Conferences  at 

601.266.4186  for  additional  information. 

24-28    Summer  Gifted  Studies  Program  •  For 
more  information,  call  601.266.5236. 


19  Jackson  All  Star  Party  •  Jackson 
•  For  more  information,  visit 
SouthernMissAlumni.com. 


26 


Gulf  Coast  Beach  Bash  • 
For  more  information,  visit 
SouthernMissAlumni. 
com. 


Eagle  Fan  Fare 
•  Hattiesburg 

Campus  •  For  more 
information,  visit 
SouthernMissAlumni.com 


IT'S  TIME! 


iuthern  Arena  The 
Summer  200*7 


NOEL  COWARD  S 

Fallen  Angels 

opens  June  28 
KEN  LUDWIG'S 

Shakespeare  in  Hollywood 

opens  July  5 
JOHN  OLIVE'S 

Voice  of  the  Prairie 

opens  July  12 

Southern  Miss  Ticket  Office 

601.266.5418  •  800.844.8425 

www.  southernmisstickets  .com 


SOUTHERN  MISS  FOOTBALL 
2007  SCHEDULE 

Day,  Date 

Opponent 

Location 

Saturday,  September  1 

Tennessee-Martin 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Saturday,  September  8 

at  Tennessee 

Knoxville,  Tenn. 

Saturday,  September  15 

at  East  Carolina* 

Greenville,  N.C. 

Thursday,  September  27 

at  Boise  State 

Boise,  Idaho 

Wednesday,  October  3 

Rice* 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Saturday,  October  13 

SMU  (HC)* 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Sunday,  October  21 

at  Marshall* 

Huntington,  W.Va. 

Sunday,  October  28 

UCF* 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Saturday,  November  3 

at  UAB* 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

Saturday,  November  10 

Memphis* 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Saturday,  November  17 

at  UTEP* 

El  Paso,  Texas 

Saturday,  November  24 

Arkansas  State 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

*  -  indicates  a  Conference  USA  game 

(HC)  -  indicates  Homecoming 

In  business  today,  you  need  someone  you  can  trust  to  be 
your  all-around  safety  harness.  Whether  you  need  design, 
print,  fulfillment  or  direct  mailing  services,  you  can  depend 
on  Hederman  Brothers  to  be  your  all-inclusive,  trusted  source. 
At  Hederman  Brothers,  you  can  always  expect  the  same 
standard  of  excellence  with  the  same  trusted  results. 

Hederman  Brothers  &  Hederman  Direct 
Design,  Printing,  Direct  Mail  &  Fulfillment  Services 

Call  for  more  information  j^, 

601.853.7300  r 


or  visit  us  online  at 
www.hederman.com  or  hederman  brothers 

WWW.hedermandirect.com  Over  A  Century  in  Print 
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Custom  Doctoral  Regalia  to  Make  Debut 

For  Dr.  Chris  Ward,  a  2003  Ph.D.  graduate,  the 
adoption  of  custom  doctoral  regalia  at  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  is  most  welcomed.  In  fact,  the 
assistant  scientist  at  the  University  of  Florida  and  former 
Harvard  post-doctoral  fellow  is  among  the  first  to  pur- 
chase the  regalia,  which  will  make  its  debut  at  the  May 
2007  Commencement  Ceremony. 

In  a  stately  color  of  antique  gold,  with  black  and 
white  accents  and  features  unique  to  Southern  Miss,  the 
regalias  design  will  identify  immediately  a  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  doctoral  graduate. 

"During  my  time  in  Boston,  I  had  the  opportu- 
nity to  attend  many  academic  ceremonies,"  Ward  said. 
"Whether  it  was  the  crimson  of  Harvard,  the  red  of 
Boston  University,  the  maroon  of  Boston  College  or  even 
the  dull  gray  of  MIT,  these  faculty  members  stood  out." 

The  modern  academic  regalia  consists  of  three  parts, 
the  gown  or  robe,  a  headpiece  and  a  hood.  The  gown 
denotes  the  wearers  level  of  education,  with  the  doctors 
gown  being  full  flowing  with  large  bell  shaped  sleeves. 
The  Southern  Miss  robe  boasts  custom  features  with 
the  most  distinctive  being  the  University  seal,  featuring 
the  Aubrey  Keith  Lucas  Administration  Building  dome, 
embroidered  in  gold  at  chest  level  on  two  velvet  panels 
featured  on  the  front  of  the  robe. 

Available  for  purchase  by  all  holders  of  Southern 
Miss  doctoral  degrees  (Ph.D.,  Ed.D.,  D.M.A.,  D.M.E., 
Au.D.),  the  adoption  of  the  regalia  was  an  initiative  that 
originated  from  the  Traditions  Committee  of  the  Alumni 
Association.  Like  two  other  commencement  effects,  the 
University  mace  and  the  president's  medallion  (designed 
by  Ronlin  Foreman  '87),  the  new  custom  doctoral  rega- 
lia was  the  creation  of  a  Southern  Miss  alumnus.  Dr. 
Reginald  M.  Houze  '00,  who  has  a  vast  knowledge  of 
heraldry  and  ceremonial  protocol,  did  extensive  research 
on  the  origins  and  evolution  of  academic  attire  and 
designed  the  regalia. 

Academic  garments  trace  their  origins  to  those  worn 
by  faculty  and  students  at  medieval  European  universi- 
ties. With  only  minor  modifications,  these  garments 
have  remained  largely  unchanged  since  the  16th  century. 
Standards  for  colleges  and  universities  in  the  United 
States  were  established  in  1895  with  the  adoption  of  an 
intercollegiate  code,  which  specifies  design  and  color 
appropriate  for  various  degrees.  As  in  medieval  times, 
the  regalia  worn  at  formal  academic  occasions  denotes 
the  wearer's  academic  heritage. 

The  Southern  Miss  regalia,  which  is  made  to  the 
exact  measurements  of  the  graduate,  will  be  manu- 
factured by  Oak  Hall  Cap  and  Gown  of  Salem,  Va. 
Doctoral  alumni  and  Southern  Miss  commencement 
participants  can  purchase  the  regalia  through  Barnes  & 
Noble  at  Southern  Miss  or  by  contacting  Oak  Hall  at 
1.800.223.0429.  Additional  information  can  be  found 
at  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 


The  new  custom  regalia's  design  was  selected  to  give  Southern  Miss  alumni  a  garment  that 
would  be  indicative  of  the  pride  that  comes  with  earning  a  doctorate  from  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi. 


Dr.  Mary  Beth  Walker  models  the  new  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
doctoral  regalia  with  the  doctor  of  philosophy  hood. 
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First  Joe  Johnson  Scholarship 
Honoree  Named 


Joe  Johnson 


Joe  Johnson,  a  past  president  of 
the  Alumni  Association  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame,  is 
remembered  by  friends  for  his  per- 
sonality, character  and  selflessness. 
When  he  died  in  2003  at  the  age  of 
63,  shock  waves  were  felt  through- 
out Mississippi. 

Consequently,  finding  an  honoree 
deserving  of  the  scholarship  named 
in  his  honor  at  Southern  Miss  was  a 
task.   Up  to  that  task  though  is  Penny  Barrentine. 

Barrentine,  the  bureau  manager  in  the  Financial 
Resources  Division  of  the  Mississippi  Development 
Authority  (MDA),  has  been  named  the  first  honoree 
of  a  $1,000  scholarship  derived  from  the  Joe  Johnson 
Memorial  Endowment  in  Economic  Development. 
Barrentine,  who  attended  Southern  Miss  and  Mississippi 
College,  where  she  received  her  bachelors  degree  in 
business  administration,  is  working  toward  a  masters 
degree  in  economic  development  and  is  planning  an 
August  2007  graduation.  She  has  worked  in  the  MDAs 
Financial  Resources  Division  as  a  manager  since  2005 
and  has  been  with  MDA  since  2002.  Barrentine  resides  in 
Raymond  with  her  husband,  Shane,  and  two  boys,  Blake 
(9)  and  Drew  (4). 

In  Barrentines  current  position,  her  primary  duties 
and  responsibilities  include  administering  the  Small 
Municipals  &  Limited  Population  Grant  Program, 
Economic  Development  Highway  Grant  Program  and 
the  Development  Infrastructure  Program  on  behalf 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Economic  Development  Institute  and  is  a  member 
of  Delta  Sigma  Pi  and  the  Mississippi  Economic 
Development  Council  (MEDC). 

The  purpose  of  the  Joe  Johnson  Memorial  Endowment  is 
to  provide  financial  assistance  through  a  scholarship  for  a 
masters  level  student  in  economic  development  at  Southern 
Miss.  MEDC  representatives  select  the  recipient. 

Johnson,  a  1962  Southern  Miss  graduate,  was  the 
executive  director  of  the  Wayne  County  Economic 
Development  District  and  was  a  member  of  the  MEDC 
(a  board  member  from  1995  to  1997),  the  Southern 
Economic  Development  Council  and  the  Southeast 
Mississippi  Economic  Development  Network  (presi- 
dent from  1997  to  1999).  He  and  his  wife,  Renee,  were 
Life  Members  of  the  Alumni  Association  and  the  USM 
Foundations  Honor  Club.  He  was  also  involved  with 
the  March  of  Dimes,  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  Rotary 
Club,  Lions  Club  and  the  Wayne  County  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  among  other  organizations. 

To  make  a  contribution  to  the  endowment,  contact 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation  at 
601.266.5602. 


Homecoming  Date  Set  for  Oct.  13 

The  Alumni 
Associations  Board 
of  Directors  has 
selected  October 
13  as  the  date  for 
Homecoming 
2007.  That  day, 
the  Southern  Miss 
football  team  will 
host  Conference 
USAs  SMU  at  M.M. 
Roberts  Stadium. 

The  date  was 
set  in  cooperation 
with  the  Athletic 
Department  and  Student  Affairs. 

Each  year,  the  Alumni  Association  hosts  a  number  of  events  in  conjunction 
with  Homecoming,  including  the  Shell  Finish  Line  /  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Scholarship  Golf  Tournament,  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  Induction  Ceremony 
and  Banquet  and  the  Alumni  Association  Awards  Brunch  and  Business  Meeting. 
Award  nominations  are  being  accepted  through  May  30. 

In  addition  to  the  Homecoming  battle  with  the  Mustangs,  the  Southern  Miss 
2007  football  schedule  features  five  other  home  games,  including  contests  with 
Conference  USA  rivals  UCF  and  Memphis,  a  first- time  conference  meeting  with 
Rice  and  meetings  with  non-conference  foes  Tennessee-Martin  and  Arkansas  State. 

A  full  2007  football  schedule  is  available  on  Page  10. 


Seymour  will  once  again  be  part  of  the  parade  on  Oct.  13, 
when  Southern  Miss  celebrates  Homecoming  2007. 


To  make  an  award  nomination  online  visit 
http://v\Avw.SoumernMissAlumni.com/awardform.htm 

SouthernMissAlumni.com 

•  Awards  /  Scholarships 

•  Make  an  Award  Nomination 


The  Alumni  Association,  in  conjunction  with  the  University  Foundation's  Annual  Fund,  helped 
seniors  celebrate  their  pending  graduation  with  a  cookout  on  the  Ogletree  House  lawn  in 
late  April. 
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Time  Running  Out  to  Participate 
in  Campaign 

With  more  than  75  percent 
of  the  $3  million  goal  commit- 
ted to  the  Campaign  for  the 
Restoration  and  Expansion  of 
the  Ogletree  House,  Alumni 
Association  leaders  are  look- 
ing forward  to  the  successful 
close  of  fund-raising  efforts 
this  summer  and  beginning 
to  shift  their  focus  on  con- 
struction of  the  restored  and 
expanded  facility. 

"We  have  tentatively  set 
a  construction  start  date 
of  January  15,  2008,"  said 
Campaign  Co-Chairs  Aubrey 
K.  Lucas  and  Lou  Ann 
Poynter  in  a  letter  to  cam- 
paign supporters.  "This  will 
allow  the  Alumni  Association 
staff  the  opportunity  to 
direct  the  Associations  fall 
_      .  2007  programming  from  the 

^^      I  ■     Ogletree  House  without  dis- 

^k  1     ruption  before   vacating  the 

^ — ^^ — ^^^H  facility  in  December.  The  18- 
Lou  Ann  Poynter  mon[h    constmcUon    penod 

will  necessitate  that  the  Ogletree  House  be  unoccupied 
for  only  one  fall  semester,  the  Associations  busiest  time 
of  the  year,  and  will  allow  for  a  ribbon-cutting  event  at 
the  first  home  football  game  of  the  2009  season." 

Located  on  the  southeast  corner  of  the  Hattiesburg 
campus,  the  Ogletree  Houses  front  porch  faces  the  popu- 
lar tailgatmg  location,  The  District.  Originally  built  as  the 
Presidents  Home  for  Mississippi  Normal  College  at  a  cost 
of  $18,000,  the  Ogletree  House  was  opened  in  1912  and 
is  one  of  the  five  original  buildings  on  the  Hattiesburg 
campus.  The  Association  moved  from  its  offices  in  the 
Student  Union  (now  McLemore  Hall)  into  the  Alumni 
House  in  November  1975,  and  in  1987  the  facility  was 
named  in  honor  of  Powell  G.  Ogletree,  who  had  served 
for  more  than  three  decades  as  director  of  alumni  rela- 
tions. The  $3  million  Ogletree  House  Campaign  will 
fund  the  complete  restoration  of  the  facility  and  greatly 
expand  the  size  of  the  95-year-old  structure  from  6,500 
square  feet  to  approximately  12,000. 

With  little  time  remaining  prior  to  the  close  of 
the  campaign,  alumni  and  friends  are  encouraged  to 
act  quickly  in  making  their  contribution.  Personalized 
brick  pavers  and  limited  naming  opportunities  are  still 
available.  To  make  a  contribution  or  for  additional 
information,  visit  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  sec- 
tion of  SouthernMissAlumni.com  or  contact  the  Alumni 
Association  at  601.266.5013  or  alumni@usm.edu. 


OGLETREE  HOUSE 
CAMPAIGN  CONTRIBUTORS* 

(THROUGH  APRIL  23,  2007) 


LEAD  GIFT 

Lou  Ann  &  Louis  Poynter  Hattiesburg,  MS 


MAJOR  GIFT 


Bill  Phalen 


SCOTTSDALE,  AZ 


SPECIAL  GIFTS 

Ralph  T.  Simmons  Laurel,  MS 

Jimmy  &  Jo  Waites  Laurel,  MS 

Thad  &  Gerry  Waites        Hattiesburg,  MS 
Bonnie  &  Lawrence  Warren  Hattiesburg,  MS 

SPONSOR  GIFTS 

Reed  Allison  Gulfport,  MS 

Bobby  &  Betty  Chain        Hattiesburg,  MS 

Mike  Chancellor  Laurel,  MS 

Chancellor  Motor  Group 

Charles  Finnegan  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Lamar  &  Joy  Gillespie  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Lester  &  Jan  Haddox  Columbia,  MS 

Curt  &  Virginia  Hebert  Mandeville,  LA 

Marlin  &  Nelma  Ivey  Kosciusko,  MS 

Ed  &  Lynda  Langton  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Morgan  &  Angela  McCartv  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Bob  &  Judy  Mixon  Sumrall,  MS 

Lewis  &  Margie  Myrick  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Jim  Payne  Ridgeland,  MS 

Liz  &  Larry  Payne  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Son  Rhodes  Vancleave,  MS 

Robin  Robinson  Laurel,  MS 

Rotary  Club  of  Hattiesburg  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Billy  Tom  Ward  Lena,  MS 

SUPPORTING  GIFTS 


Mark  &  Pam  Cumbest 


Moss  Point,  MS 


The  First  Hattiesburg,  MS 

David  Johnson,  CEO 

Jeffrey  &  Lynn  O'Keefe  Biloxi,  MS 

Charles  &  Diane  Thomas  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Jason  &  Mary  Sanderson  Madison,  MS 

The  Joe  Winstead  Family  Hattiesburg.  MS 


PLATINUM 
PARTICIPATING  GIFTS 

Rosemary  &  Les  Aultman  Clinton.  MS 
Dick  &  Diane  Berry  Mobile.  AL 

Glen  &  Judy  Davis  Saraland.  AL 

Mark  &  Olga  Jackson  Destin,  FL 

Rex  &  Becky  Kelly  Gulfport,  MS 

Susan  &  Richard  Long  Jackson,  AL 

Aubrey  &  Ella  Lucas  Hattiesburg.  MS 
Danny  &  Patty  Mitchell  Brandon.  MS 
Judy  Bookout  Morgan  Purvis.  MS 

Bob  &  Kristi  Pierce  Hattiesburg.  MS 

Susan  &  Robert  Riley  Sumrall.  MS 

Ken  &  Carolyn  Shearer       Ridgeland.  MS 

GOLD  LEVEL  GIFTS 

"Because  Ralph  Simmons  Hattiesburg.  MS 
asked  me" 

Sarah  Joe  Dabbs  Quitman.  MS 

Lucy,  Jack  &  Walt  Denton        Biloxi.  MS 

Becky-Sue  Fitch  Louisville,  KY 

Herman  &  Sharon  Herrin      H\tttesblt<g.  MS 

Krandell  &  Winnie  Howell  McComb.  MS 

Paige  &  Debbie  Howell  McComb.  MS 

Robert  &  Barbara  Ingram  Foley.  AL 

Bob  &  Patricia  Jefcoat     Hattiesburg.  MS 

Palt  &  Georgie  McMltlan  HvmESBi'RG.  MS 

Frances  Ogletree  Hattiesburg.  MS 

Joe  &  Meg  Paul  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Jack  &  Marsha  Peters  Lucedale,  MS 

R\nd\  &  Kathv  Pope         Hattiesbi  r....  MS 

Ray  &  Jo  Anne  Sims  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Solth  Central  Mississippi     Hattiesbi  rg.  MS 
Ai a  mni  Chapter 

Sylvia  &  William  Teasley       Canton,  GA 

Martha  &  Tommy  Thornton  Hatttesburg,  MS 

Bill  &  Penni  Ward  Mobile,  AI 

Larry  &  C  \rol  Watson    H  u  vifsri  rc..  MS 


"List  includes  donors  of  $5,000  and  more 
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Life  Membership:  A  Tradition  for  the  Chambliss  Family 


For  the  family  of  J.  Cecil  Chambliss  Sr.  '60,  a  Southern  Miss 
tradition  they  hold  most  dear  cannot  be  found  in  the  pages  of 
The  Drawl  or  in  the  University  Archives  of  McCain  Library.  The 
Chambliss'  most  cherished  tradition  is  one  they  created  for 
themselves. 

In  1969,  Chambliss  began  a  tradition  that  has  carried  across 
generations.  As  his  children  obtained  degrees  from  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi,  Chambliss  awarded  them  with  Life 
Memberships  in  the  Alumni  Association.  Chambliss'  son,  J.  Cecil 
Chambliss  Jr.  '69,  75  was  the  first  to  receive  a  membership.  Mary 
Chambliss  Fort  '80,  Sarah  Chambliss  Magusiak  '80  and  John 
Chambliss  '82  followed  soon  after. 

J.  Cecil  Chambliss  Jr.  continues  the  tradition  of  awarding  fam- 
ily members  with  Life  Memberships  to  this  day.  His  wife,  Judy 
Cowan  Chambliss  73,  '99  and  his  son,  Chad  Chambliss  '92,  are 
also  Life  Members  of  the  Association.  The  most  recent  addition  to 
the  family's  tradition  is  Rachel  Chambliss  Nix  '06.  She  is  married 
to  Nathan  Nix,  a  senior  polymer  science  major  at  Southern  Miss. 
The  couple  has  a  son,  Ethan. 

"It  is  a  small  way  we  can  thank  Southern  Miss  for  all  they've 


A  tradition  of  J.  Cecil  Cham- 
bliss' family  is  to  award  Life 
Memberships  in  the  Alumni 
Association  to  new  Southern 
Miss  graduates.  The  most  re- 
cent new  Life  Member  from 
the  family  is  Rachel  Cham- 
bliss Nix  '06. 


done  for  our  family  through  the  years,"  said  J.  Cecil  Chambliss  Jr. 
"We  wouldn't  be  where  we  are  today  without  the  University." 

Rachel  also  carries  on  another  Southern  Miss  tradition  of  the 
Chambliss  family.  After  graduation,  she  was  commissioned  as  a 
second  lieutenant  in  the  Army  Nurse  Corp,  making  her  the  third 
Chambliss  to  receive  commission  through  the  Southern  Miss 
Army  ROTC  program.  She  is  currently  stationed  at  Tripler  Army 
Medical  Center  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii. 

Her  father,  J.  Cecil  Chambliss  Jr.,  was  commissioned  as  a  field 
artillery  officer  in  1969.  He  retired  from  the  Army  as  a  lieutenant 
colonel  in  1997.  Rachel's  uncle,  John  Chambliss,  is  currently  on 
active  duty,  serving  as  the  16lh  Military  Police  Brigade  Commander 
in  Iraq.  He  is  a  colonel  in  the  Army. 

Before  his  death  in  1995,  J.  Cecil  Chambliss  Sr.  was  honored 
by  the  Association  with  an  Outstanding  Service  Award  in  1969 
and  with  induction  into  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  in  1987.  He 
also  served  as  a  past  president  of  the  Forrest  County  Chapter  of 
the  Association.  J.  Cecil  Chambliss  Jr.  is  a  past  president  of  the 
Holmes  County  Chapter  of  the  Association.  He  was  honored  with 
an  Outstanding  Service  Award  in  1982. 
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Buffett  Lends  Assistance  to  Association 

"  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  most  prominent  alumni,  Jimmy- 
now  a  paid  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association  and  is  encouraging 
southern  Miss  alumni  to  join  him  in  support  of  the  organization. 
?r  to  Southern  Miss  alumni,  signed  b)  the  recording  artist  and  best-selling 
author,  a  1969  graduate  of  the  University,  asks  alumni  to  join  the  Association. 

"The  Alumni  Association  is  designed  to  build  pride  and  loyalty  among 
Southern  Miss  alumni,  to  preserve  our  history  and  traditions,  and  to  keep 
alumni  connected  with  the  University,"  Buffett  said.  "These  objectives  cannot  be 
accomplished  without  the  support  of  alumni  like  you  and  me." 

As  of  May  10,  Buffett s  letter  had  directly  encouraged  more  than  400  Southern 
Miss  alumni  to  join  the  Alumni  Association. 

"We  are  so  pleased  that  perhaps  our  most  prominent  alumnus  has  chosen  to 
join  thousands  of  other  Southern  Miss  alumni  as  a  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni 
Association,"  said  Bob  Pierce,  executive  director  of  the  Association.  "We  are  espe- 
cially delighted  that  his  decision  to  do  so  has  encouraged  many  other  alumni  to 
reconnect  with  their  Alma  Mater  in  a  similar  fashion." 

One  of  the  worlds  most  famous  singers,  songwriters  and  authors,  Buffetts 
discography  now  encompasses  more  than  40  records,  most  of  which  have  gone 
gold,  platinum  or  multi-platinum,  and  he  is  the  sixth  author  in  the  history  of 
the  New  York  Times  Bestseller  List  to  have  reached  No.  1  on  both  their  fiction 
and  non-fiction  lists. 

As  a  student  at  Southern  Miss,  Buffett  was  a  member  of  Kappa  Sigma  frater- 
nity and  made  a  habit  of  performing  on  campus,  including  the  grand  opening 
of  the  campus  coffee  shop,  Nats  Nook.  In  1972,  playing  on  the  steps  of  the 
Hub,  he  met  former  Coral  Reefer  Greg  "Fingers"  Taylor.  Two  years  later,  Buffett 
returned  to  the  Hattiesburg  campus  for  a  Homecoming  performance.  In  August 
2004,  Buffett  was  one  of  six  prominent  Southern  Miss  alumni  gracing  billboards 
throughout  the  state  in  support  of  the  Association. 

Although  his  career  spans  nearly  40  years  now,  Buffett  remains  one  of  the  top 
concert  draws  in  the  world — he  launched  his  most  recent  tour  "Bama  Breeze," 
in  February  2007.  Buffett  scored  his  second  consecutive  No.  1  album  debut  on 
the  Billboard  Country  Chart  with  the  release  of  his  current  studio  record,  Take 
The  Weather  With  You.  Selling  more  than  120,000  copies  in  its  first  week,  it  also 
debuted  at  No.  4  on  the  Billboard  Top  200  Chart.  It  was  certified  Gold  after 
less  than  three  months.  Also  recently  released  is  Buffetts  first  full  length  concert 
on  DVD  from  his  celebrated  performances  at  Chicago's  Wrigley  Field  on  Labor 
Day  Weekend,  2005.  Titled  Jimmy  Buffett  -  Live  At  Wrigley  Field,  the  sold-out 
shows  made  history  in  the  Windy  City  as  Buffetts  concerts  were  the  first  at  the 
92  year-old  ballpark. 


Jimmy  Buffett 


New  Life 

Members 

Charles  L.  Atwood 

Robert  Earl  Goss,  Jr. 

Jesse  E.  Leverette,  III 

Dee  Anna  Runnels 

Leslie  Walters  Bowlin 

James  &  Sandra  Henderson 

Harvey  &  Sandy  Little 

Brlan  P  Rutledge 

Bret  &  Kristy  Boyles 

Wynn  Rivers  Herndon 

Phillip  Ray  McKey 

Bill  G.  Schucher 

H.  French  Brown,  Jr. 

Harold  &  Lynda  Housley 

W  V  McRaney,  Jr. 

Ellen  &  Clifford  Sharpe 

Carol  Ann  Bustin 

Kevin  Cordill  Hull 

Carl  &  Cheryl  Nehlic. 

Amanda  Dawn  Smith 

C.  Dianne  Calmes 

Trent  E.  Hyland 

Stacy  &  Margaret  Nicholson 

Danny  &  Deborah  Spreitlek 

William  Blake  Cannon 

Merle  &  Deborah  Japp 

Michael  Aaron  Nowell 

Melvin  G.  Ulmek.  Ill 

Bob  &  Muzette  Chatham 

James  &  Shwne  Kavanaugh 

Scott  &  Jacqueline  Polk 

Brent  &r  Cynthia  Wall 

Charles  F  Childress,  III 

Jennifer  Kirby 

Randy  &  Kathy  Pope 

Richard  &  Nilda  Witty 

Roberta  O.  Davidson 

Neal  Andrew  Kirby 

Llewellyn  &  Laura  Powell 

Eleanor  Deyery  W ; 

Crystal  Terina  Floyd 

Solange  F  Kremer 

Manuel  Antonio  Rodriguez 

1  vk  Glenn  Wright 
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Life  Lessons  Learned,  2007  Bishop  Winner  Seeks  to  Help  Others 

Serena  Williamson  knew  from  early  on  the  importance  of  obtaining 
an  education. 

Growing  up  in  poverty,  the  Hattiesburg  native  heeded  the  words 
told  to  her  by  her  grandmother  that  "knowledge  is  power." 

Still,  pressures  and  difficult  situations  eventually  caused  Williamsons  life 
to  fall  into  a  tailspin.  And  by  the  time  she  reached  the  ninth  grade,  education 
began  to  fall  as  well,  and  Williamson  soon  dropped  out  of  high  school. 

By  the  age  of  18,  Williamson  was  at  a  crossroads.  She  could  con- 
tinue on  the  path  of  self-destruction  and  throw  away  all  her  hopes  and 
dreams,  or  she  could  begin  to  turn  her  life  around. 

Luckily,  she  selected  the  latter,  and  now  the  former  high  school 
dropout  is  on  the  verge  of  graduating  with  a  degree  in  nursing  from 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

For  her  accomplishments  and  perseverance,  Williamson  has  been 
selected  as  the  2007  R.J.  Bishop  Award  recipient,  an  award  pre- 
sented by  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation  at  the 
University's  annual  Founders'  Day  celebration. 

Since  1985,  the  Judge  R.  J.  Bishop  Mississippian  Award  has  been 
presented  annually  to  a  graduating  Southern  Miss  senior  who  exem- 
plifies the  struggle  to  overcome  economic,  family  or  physical  hard- 
ships in  pursuit  of  an  education. 

Winning  the  award  is  an  honor  for  Williamson,  for  in  her  eyes,  it  proves 
that  there  is  good  that  can  come  out  of  what  seems  like  a  bad  situation. 

"I'm  very  excited  to  win  this  award,  not  just  for  me,  but  also  for  the 
people  who  have  suffered  the  same  things  that  I  have  suffered  with," 
Williamson  said.  "It  just  takes  guts  to  take  whatever  has  happened  in 
your  life  and  turn  it  into  a  positive,  and  I  could  use  every  negative 
experience  I  have  had  in  my  life  for  the  better." 

Like  previous  winners  of  this  prestigious  award,  Williamson  has  high  hopes 
for  her  future.  While  the  immediate  plans  for  the  26-year-old  Hattiesburg 
native  include  relocating  to  the  state  of  Idaho  while  her  fiance  attends  gradu- 
ate school,  a  return  to  south  Mississippi  isn't  out  of  the  question. 

"During  that  time,  I'm  going  to  get  work  experience,  and  I  would  also  like 
to  go  and  get  a  master's  in  public  health  either  from  Idaho  State  University 
or  possibly  Southern  Miss,"  Williamson  said.  "In  the  future,  I'd  like  to  work 
in  public  health  and  to  set  up  guidelines  for  young  children  to  get  grief 
counseling  when  a  significant  person  in  their  life  dies.  I'd  want  to  expand  the 
amount  of  substance  abuse  treatment,  especially  for  people  m  Mississippi,  as 
I  definitely  have  every  intention  of  coming  back  to  Mississippi." 

During  the  tough  times,  Williamson  leaned  heavily  on  family  and 
friends  to  get  through.  And  when  it  came  to  the  growth  she  experi- 
enced while  at  Southern  Miss,  the  circle  of  trust  evolved  to  include 
classmates  and  teachers  alike. 

"It  means  everything  to  have  a  lot  of  support — especially  with  the 
nursing  department  because  we  are  such  a  close-knit  community  with 
the  faculty  and  staff,"  Williamson  said.  "Tara  Burcham  really  helped 
lay  the  foundation  for  me  to  get  this  award.  It  means  everything  to 
have  other  people,  who  have  their  own  deadlines  and  stresses,  who 
will  actively  take  an  interest  in  you  and  your  education.  They  just 
don't  come  for  the  paycheck,  but  they  also  come  for  the  reward." 

Winning  the  2007  Bishop  Award  becomes  even  more  special  with 
the  fact  that  Williamson's  godmother,  Mary  Karen  Dearman,  is  also  a 
fellow  Bishop  Award  recipient,  earning  the  honor  in  1989. 

"Serena  has  always  been  special,  and  I'm  thrilled  that  she  also  won 
this  award,"  Dearman  said.  "This  is  very  special.  This  award  was  very 


Serena  Williamson  of  Hattiesburg  received  the  Judge  R.J.  Bishop  Award  during  Founders' 
Day  events.  The  award  is  given  to  a  student  who  has  overcome  economic,  family  or  physi- 
cal hardships  to  pursue  their  education. 

special  to  me  because  with  it,  I  went  on  to  graduate  school  and  it's 
what  boosted  me  out  of  poverty. 

"I  know  how  special  this  award  is  and  how  much  of  a  springboard 
it  was  for  me,  and  I  know  she'll  benefit  from  it  as  well,"  she  added. 

"It's  just  amazing  that  she  also  won  this  award,"  Williamson  said  of 
the  new  special  bond  with  her  godmother.  "It  shows  that  in  Mississippi, 
we  definitely  have  a  resilient  stock  of  women.  It  gives  me  more  and 
more  hope  for  the  people  that  I  come  in  contact  with  every  day." 

There  is  no  question  that  Williamson  will  be  a  success  in  whatever  she 
chooses  to  pursue  in  her  career.  She  has  proven  to  be  a  model  student  both 
in  and  out  of  the  classroom  in  one  of  the  more  demanding  academic  disci- 
plines, and  in  the  process,  she  also  has  touched  the  lives  of  so  many. 

As  her  nominating  instructor  Tara  Burcham  stated,  she  "has  made 
us  all  proud  for  turning  a  life  of  very  difficult  circumstances,  bad 
choices,  and  addiction  into  a  productive  member  of  society." 

And  it  is  because  of  the  life  lessons  learned  that  Williamson  will 
become  even  stronger  and  more  passionate  in  her  future  endeavors. 

"There  is  no  way  that  I  couldn't  take  the  experiences  that  I  have 
had  in  life  and  not  use  them  to  my  advantage,"  Williamson  said.  "If 
I  didn't  do  that,  then  everything  that  I  have  ever  done  would  really 
mean  nothing,  in  my  opinion." 
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New  Fund  Aims  to  Stimulate  Support  for  Museum  of  Art 

To  say  that  Dr.  Frances  A. 
Karnes  has  been  heavily  involved 
in  philanthropy  at  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  would  be 
an  understatement. 

After  all,  Karnes,  the  director 
of  the  Center  for  Gifted  Studies 
named  in  her  honor,  has  been  one 
of  the  more  influential  donors  to  the 
University  in  recent  years,  involved 
in  numerous  areas  of  philanthropy 
on  campus,  one  of  which  includes 
the  Museum  of  Art. 

Last   year,    Karnes,    along   with 

longtime  family  fnendjohnj.  "Jack" 

Sullivan,  organized  an  effort  to  name 

the    last    unnamed    gallery    at    the  The  FHends  of  the  Southern  Miss  Museum  of  Art  Development  Fund  aims  to  stimulate  be  supported  by  the  Southern  Miss 

interest  in  the  museum,  which  was  established  in  1997.  „  ,       . 

community,   as  well  as  the   larger 


While  the  Museum  of  Art  has 
steadily  been  among  the  more 
heavily  attended  museums  in  the 
state  over  the  last  decade,  there  is 
still  room  for  growth  in  terms  of 
attendance  and  in  the  variety  of 
exhibits  that  appear  throughout  the 
calendar  year.  With  this  in  mind. 
Karnes,  who  also  serves  on  the 
museums  exhibition  and  funding 
committees,  hopes  that  the  Friends 
of  the  Southern  Miss  Museum  of 
Art  Development  Fund  will  aid  in 
the  museums  long-term  success. 

"The  art  museum  is  one  of  the 
treasures  on  campus,  and  it  needs  to 


Museum  of  Art  the  Kames-Sullivan 

Gallery  in  honor  of  her  husband,  Dr.  M.  Ray  Karnes,  and  Sullivan. 

Now,  Karnes  is  steering  a  campaign  aimed  toward  revitalizing  inter- 
est in  the  Museum  of  Art  through  the  newly  named  Friends  of  the 
Southern  Miss  Museum  of  Art  Development  Fund. 

"I  got  involved  from  the  very  beginning  because  I  felt  that  it  was 
essential  for  the  museum  to  have  additional  funding,  and  this  was  a 
way  of  bringing  that  about,"  said  Karnes.  "People  can  contribute  to 
the  Friends  of  the  Museum  fund  and  do  that  through  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation.  They  can  help  the  museum  with 
special  events  and  exhibitions,  all  of  which  are  very  important." 

Funds  will  be  used  to  support  museum  programs  and  needs. 

The  Museum  of  Art,  which  is  located  in  the  Fine  Arts  Building  at 
the  southwest  corner  of  the  Hattiesburg  campus,  has  been  serving  the 
Hattiesburg  and  Pine  Belt  arts  community  since  its  establishment  in 
1997.  The  museum  is  composed  of  three  exhibition  galleries,  includ- 
ing the  C.W  Woods  Art  Gallery,  the  Lok  Exhibition  Gallery  and  the 
Karnes-Sullivan  Gallery 


community  in  south  Mississippi,"  Karnes  said.  "We  hope  to  get  funding 
to  help  have  more  shows  per  year,  and  to  also  bring  in  the  types  of  exhib- 
its that  we  would  like  to  have.  We'd  like  to  have  a  wide  variety — repre- 
senting every  area  of  the  visual  arts — and  to  have  the  best  artists  from  the 
state  and  the  nation  to  be  able  to  exhibit  at  the  museum." 

Like  many  areas  in  higher  education,  there  is  only  so  much  that 
a  venue  such  as  the  Southern  Miss  Museum  of  Art  can  accomplish 
with  current  funding.  And  it's  through  the  hard  work  and  grassroots 
fund-raising  efforts  of  volunteers  like  Karnes  that  the  growth  of  these 
venues  can  continue. 

"Giving  to  the  University  is  reciprocal,"  Karnes  said.  "The  University 
certainly  does  a  lot  for  the  community,  and  the  community  supports 
the  University." 

For  more  information  on  the  Friends  of  the  Southern  Miss  Museum 
of  Art  Development  Fund  or  to  make  a  contribution,  please  contact 
the  College  of  Arts  and  Letters  Development  Office  at  601.266.5922 
or  toll-free  at  1.888.GIVEUSM. 


AT&T  Contributes  Gift  to  Thames  Scholarship  for  Hiqh  Ability  Students 


From  left  are  Dr.  Julian  Allen,  associate  vice  president  for  Research  at  Southern  Miss,  University 
President  Dr.  Shelby  F.  Thames,  Scott  Cook  of  AT&T,  Kathleen  Shaughnessy  of  AT&T,  and  Tim  Ryan, 
executive  director  of  the  Southern  Miss  Foundation. 


AT&T,  formerly  BellSouth  of  Mississippi,  has  presented  Uni- 
versity President  Dr.  Shelby  F  Thames  a  check  for  S3. 000  to  go 
toward  the  newly  named  Shelby  F  and  Shirley  D.  Thames  Schol- 
arship for  High  Ability  Students  Endowment. 

The  scholarship  endowment,  named  in  honor  of  Thames  and 
his  wife,  Shirley  provides  financial  support  to  deserving  students 
who  have  shown  tremendous  academic  achievement. 

"On  behalf  of  our  many  years  of  past  support  through  our 
former  corporate  name.  BellSouth,  and  through  the  continued 
priority  and  emphasis  AT&T  provides  through  financial  gifts  to 
higher  education  in  Mississippi  and  the  southeast  region,  it  is  my 
pleasure  to  present  this  check  to  President  Shelby  Thames  sa  d 
Kathleen  Shaughnessy,  AT&T  Manager  for  External  Affairs. 

"Their  legacy  to  Southern  Miss  is  one  to  be  proud  of.  and  to 
hold  up  as  a  shining  example  so  others  have  the  opportunity  to 
acknowledge  these  two  wonderful  people  in  a  similar  manner." 


spring  200: 
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Frank  Earl  Marsh  Jr  — 
the  Man  and  the  Building 


By  Yvonne  Arnold  '90 


Marsh  Hall,  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus,  is  commonly 
called  EA.B.  (the  Fine  Arts  Building).    It  is  not  par- 
ticularly large  or  imposing,  but  both  the  building 
and  the  man  for  whom  it  was  named  have  stories 
worth  telling. 


The  Man 

Frank  Earl  Marsh  Jr.,  a  native  of  Herkimer, 
N.Y.,   was   born   in   approximately    1895. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  the  New  England 
Conservatory  of  Music,  earned  a  masters 
degree  from  Syracuse  University,  and  did 
advanced  study  at  Julliard  School  of  Music. 
Before   coming  to   State   Teachers   College 
(STC),   now   The   University   of  Southern 
Mississippi,  in  1930,  he  served  on  the  facul- 
ties of  Clarendon  College,  Acadia  University, 
Alabama    College,    Baker    University    and 
Northwest  Louisiana  College.     He  was  also  a 
veteran  of  World  War  I. 

When  he  announced  his  intention  to  accept  a 
position  as  head  of  STCs  music  department,  his 
friends  in  Schenectady,  N.Y.,  told  him  that  because 
he  was  a  Yankee,  "Those  boys  and  girls  down  there 
won't  cooperate  with  you."  Nevertheless,  he  came 
South  and  remained  here  for  the  balance  of  his  life. 


Frank  Earl  Marsh  Jr.  came  to  State  Teachers 
College  in  1930.  Above,  Marsh  is  pictured  in  his 
first  year  on  campus.  (Neka  Camon,  1931) 


Marsh  was  named  chairman  of  the  Division  of  Fine  Arts  in  1945.  Pictured  above  is  the  division's  faculty. 
(The  Southerner,  1960) 


In  1930,  the  music  faculty  consisted  of  two  or  three  mem- 
bers, in  addition  to  Marsh.    At  that  time,  no  degrees  in 
music  were  offered,  just  certificates.    According  to  the 
April  1931  STC  Bulletin,  courses  in  the  department 
were  designed  with  a  view  toward  training  teachers 
and  supervisors  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music 
for  the  public  schools  of  Mississippi.  After  his 
first  year,  three  degree  courses  and  three  instruc- 
tors were  added. 

During  those  formative  years,  the  depart- 
ment had  no  home  of  its  own.  Classes 
were  held  wherever  space  was  available, 
including  the  school  auditorium,  the  top 
floor  of  college  hall  and  the  lobby  of  a  girls' 
dormitory.  Thanks  largely  to  Marsh,  things 
changed  dramatically  during  his  tenure. 
One  of  his  first  innovations  was  organization 
of  the  Hattiesburg  Choral  Union.  Composed 
of  Hattiesburg  citizens  and  STC  faculty  and 
staff,  the  choral  union  created  a  bond  between 
the  community  and  the  school  by  combin- 
ing their  collective  talents.  The  group  met  one 
night  each  week  during  the  fall  semester,  and  its 
crowning  achievement  was  its  annual  produc- 
tion of  George  Frederick  Handel's  oratorio,  "The 
Messiah,"  during  the  Christmas  season.  Many 
Hattiesburg  churches  canceled  evening  services  on  the 
night  of  the  performance  so  that  their  members  could 
attend.  A  symphony  orchestra  was  organized  to  accom- 
pany the  production,  and  the  result  was  that  people 
came  from  miles  around  to  enjoy  the  performance, 
which  became  a  tradition.  For  28  years,  Marsh  directed 
the  production,  and  after  his  farewell  appearance  on 
December  13,  1959,  a  reviewer  wrote  that  "...the 
capacity  audience  went  away  with  a  feeling  of  gratitude 
for  the  privilege  of  hearing  this  incomparable  music  so 
well  conducted." 

Marsh  was  also  well-known  for  his  work  with  the 
STC  Vesper  Choir.  Composed  of  faculty  and  students, 
the  choir  served  as  a  showcase  for  the  outstanding 
musical  training  available  at  the  college,  and  was  also  a 
vehicle  for  spreading  good  will.  Each  spring,  the  group 
toured  Mississippi  and  other  states,  singing  in  churches 
and  schools.  At  one  point,  the  choir  was  invited  to  sing 
abroad,  but  unfortunately  were  unable  to  raise  enough 
money  to  fund  the  trip. 
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Under  Marsh's  guidance,  a  variety  of  music  degrees  were  added,  and 
the  school,  by  that  time  known  as  Mississippi  Southern  College,  became 
the  only  college  in  the  state  to  offer  Master  of  Music  and  Master  of  Music 
Education  degrees.  It  was  also  one  of  a  handful  of  colleges  in  the  nation 
offering  a  degree  in  music  therapy. 

In  1945,  Marsh  was  named  chairman  of  the  Division  of  Fine  Arts,  a 
position  he  held  until  his  retirement  in  August  1960,  at  the  age  of  65.  In 
a  1960  Student  Printz  article  recapping  his  career,  Marsh  was  described 
as  a  gentleman  ". .  .with  graying  hair,  soft  voice,  and  humble  in  gesture." 
The  wnter  inquired  how  such  a  man  could  develop  a  department  with 
national  ranking  and  a  staff  of  30  from  virtually  nothing.  His  answer  was 
brief  and  unassuming:  "The  willing  work  of  the  students  has  pushed  me 
along."  An  editorial  in  the  September  2,  1960,  issue  of  the  Hattiesburg 
American  credited  him  with  being  directly  responsible  for  many  of  the 
cultural  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  community  through  the  fine  arts 
program  at  Mississippi  Southern  College. 

Marsh's  community  activities  included  membership  in  Parkway 
Heights  Methodist  Church  and  service  as  music  director  at 
Hattiesburg's  First  Baptist  Church.  He  held  memberships  in  a  number 
of  professional  organizations,  including  the  Music  Teachers  National 
Association  Inc.,  the  American  Association  of  University  Professors 
and  the  Mississippi  Education  Association. 

Some  have  said  that  Marsh  was  a  hard  taskmaster  who  expected 
and  demanded  the  very  best  from  students  accepted  into  the  music 
program.  Others  have  said  he  was  hardworking,  dedicated  and  fair- 
minded.  In  her  book,  "Southern  As  I  Saw  It,"  Alma  Hickman  said, 
"His  main  assets  were  his  own  determination  and  the  help  given  him 


Marsh  worked  until  1960,  when  the  above  photo  was  taken,  just  one  year  prior  to  his 
unexpected  death. 


Marsh  was  well-known  for  his  work  with  the  State  Teachers  College  Band,  pictured 
above,  and  the  Vesper  Choir.  (Neka  Camon,  1931) 

by  the  public-spirited  citizens  of  Hattiesburg  who  realized  the  value 
to  their  town  of  a  good  music  department  at  State  Teachers  College." 
In  summary,  he  seemed  to  have  a  knack  for  bringing  people  together 
and  bringing  out  the  best  in  them. 

Sadly,  Marsh  died  unexpectedly  at  his  home  on  July  30.  1961.  He 
is  interred  in  Roseland  Park  Cemetery  in  Hattiesburg.  He  was  sur- 
vived by  his  wife  and  a  daughter,  Carol  Marsh. 

The  Building 

When  Dr.  Robert  Cecil  Cook  became  president  of  Mississippi  Southern 
College  (MSC)  in  1945,  he  realized  that  Frank  Earl  Marsh  Jr.  was  an  out- 
standing leader  in  the  field  of  music.  He  was  also  aware  that  a  strong 
music  program  could  be  a  valuable  tool  in  bringing  statewide  recognition 
to  the  school,  and  he  took  steps  to  fund  the  program  more  adequately. 

In  1954,  the  Fine  Arts  Division  was  housed  in  a  wood  frame  build- 
ing that  had  been  brought  in  from  Camp  Shelby  and  placed  on  the 
Demonstration  School  playground  next  to  the  George  Hurst  Building. 
Dr.  Cook  approached  Governor  Hugh  White  about  securing  fund- 
ing for  a  new  fine  arts  building  and  was  told  that  the  Mississippi 
Legislature  would  never  agree  to  appropriate  money  for  "a  group  of 
fiddlers."  Undeterred,  Cook  decided  to  try  anyway  During  the  1954 
legislative  session,  he  and  others  from  the  college  invited  all  members 
of  the  Legislature  to  a  banquet  at  the  Heidelberg  Hotel  in  Jackson. 
Entertainment  for  the  occasion  was  provided  by  the  MSC  orchestra, 
chorus,  and  other  talented  individuals  from  the  school  Also  present 
were  several  of  the  school's  better  known  athletes.  They  apparently  put 
on  quite  a  show,  because  at  the  end  of  the  evening,  the  legislators  had 
pledged  to  appropriate  S450.o73  74  for  a  new  fine  arts  building. 

Upon  completion  in  1955.  the  building  was  named  Marsh  Hall 
in  honor  of  the  man  who  pumped  30  years  of  his  life  into  the  pro- 
gram. Marsh  Hall  was  formally  dedicated  in  October  L961,  during 
Homecoming  activities.  Speaking  at  the  ceremony  Dr.  Cook  said. 
"The  noble  tradition  of  fine  arts  is  deeply  rooted  at  Mississippi 
Southern  because  of  the  life  of  Frank  E,  Marsh  Jr.."  and  added  that 
the  building  was  a  symbol  of  Marsh's  lifetime  of  work. 

*Look  for  the  profile  of  another  Southern  Miss  icon.  Coach  Thad 
"Pie"  Yann.  m  the  next  issue  of  The  Talon. 
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A  lot  has  changed  for  Mississippi  and  State  Auditor 
Phil  Bryant  since  he  walked  the  pathways  of  the 
Hattiesburg  campus  as  a  student  some  30  years 
ago.  Then,  he  was  a  self-described  "hillbilly,"  the  first 
in  his  family  to  attend  a  four-year  higher  education 
institution,  and  Mississippians  were  still  talking  about 
a  hurricane  named  Camille.  As  a  student,  Bryant,  who 
earned  his  degree  in  1977,  was  a  criminal  justice  major 
and  to  the  delight  of  his  parents  was  a  good  student. 

"In  my  second  year  I  made  the  Dean's  List,  and  I  knew 
there  was  no  going  back,"  Bryant  said.  "My  parents  told 
everyone  we  knew."  Soon,  he  was  on  the  President's  List 
with  a  perfect  grade  point  average  for  the  semester. 

Today,  the  first  generation  college  graduate  is  one  of 
the  state's  most  respected  public  officials  and  his  family 
now  includes  wife  Deborah,  son  Patrick  and  daughter 
Katie,  a  2006  Southern  Miss  alumna. 

True,  some  things  have  changed — Katrina  has  replaced 
Camille  in  terms  of  devastation  and  as  a  topic  of  conversa- 
tion each  summer — but  much  has  remained  the  same. 
Bryant,  a  lifelong  Mississippian,  remains  focused  on  the 
challenges  placed  before  him,  as  well  as  his  faith  and  family 

Bryant  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Kirk  Fordice  to  his  current 
position  in  1996,  and  since  has  been  elected  in  1999  and 
re-elected  in  2003.  As  state  auditor,  it  is  Bryant's  job  to  serve 
as  a  watchdog  ensuring  that  approximately  $  11  billion  tax- 
payer dollars  are  being  used  properly  by  state  government. 
He  notes  that  since  he  took  office,  $  12  million  in  embezzled 
or  improperly  spent  dollars  has  been  recovered. 

Among  his  current  challenges  is  the  prevention  of 
Katnna-related  fraud.  A  special  investigative  division 
funded  for  a  two-year  period  by  a  $1.9  million  federal 
grant  is  acting  as  an  extension  of  the  State  Auditors  Office. 
The  dual  purpose  of  this  unit  is  to  prevent  fraud  or  abuse 
related  to  the  Individual  Homeowners  Assistance  Program, 
which  is  funding  the  rebuilding  of  homes.  Recently,  Bryant 
announced  the  arrest  of  10  people  following  indictments 
returned  by  a  federal  grand  jury  alleging  false  claims  and 
statements  for  Hurricane  Katrina  disaster  assistance  funds. 

"Fraud  follows  disaster,  and  billions  of  dollars  have 
been  delivered  to  Mississippi  since  Hurricane  Katrina," 
Bryant  said.  "We  have  to  make  sure  that  money  is  not 
stolen,  and  our  agents  have  done  a  phenomenal  job." 

The  job  Bryant  and  his  staff  have  done  over  the  years  has 
not  gone  unnoticed.  Among  other  recognition,  Bryant  has 
been  honored  with  the  Central  Mississippi  National  Rifle 
Association  2005  Kirk  Fordice  Freedom  Award,  and  has 
been  named  American  Family  Radios  2004  Statesman  of 
the  Year  and  the  2003  Crime  Victims  Advocate  of  the  Year. 
In  addition,  a  2001  Magnolia  Report  poll  selected  Bryant  as 
the  most  respected  statewide  elected  official. 

Just  recendy,  Dr.  James  Crockett,  a  professor  of  accoun- 
tancy and  information  systems  at  Southern  Miss,  authored 
a  book  titled,  "Hands  in  the  Till."  The  book  spotlights 
the  embezzlement  of  public  funds  in  Mississippi  and  the 
continuing  effort  of  the  Office  of  the  State  Auditor  in  inves- 
tigating and  prosecuting  these  thefts.  It  is  dedicated  to  Phil 
Bryant  and  all  the  men  and  women  of  the  Department  of 
Audit.  According  to  Dr.  Crockett,  "They  have  earned  the 
respect  and  gratitude  of  the  honest  citizens  of  Mississippi." 

Notably,  Bryants  current  post  of  state  auditor  is  not  his 
first  working  for  the  people  of  Mississippi.  Initially,  the  pre- 


Bryant,  who  in  addition  to  his  role  as  state  auditor  is  an  active  Southern  Miss  alumnus, 
talks  to  Chase  Barnes,  6,  while  DuBard  School  for  Language  Disorders  director  Maureen 
Martin  listens. 


Bryant  served  as  the  2006  Fall  Commencement  speaker.  The  Southern  Miss  alumnus 
encouraged  new  graduates  to  emulate  heroes. 


After  serving  as  speaker,  Bryant  welcomed  his  daughter,  Katie,  to  the  alumni  ranks. 
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A  frequent  visitor  to  the  Hattiesburg  campus,  Bryant  often  finds  him-       Bryant  speaks  to  current  Southern  Miss  students  Lee  Hall  and  Myles  Wagner  in  front  of  Mississippi 
self  retracing  many  of  the  same  footsteps  he  took  as  a  student.  Above,        Hall  during  a  recent  visit. 
Bryant,  then  a  student,  poses  for  a  photo  in  conjunction  with  a  photog- 
raphy class.  The  photo  was  inadvertently  developed  incorrectly. 


vention  of  different  sorts  of  crimes  was  his  aim.  What  began  as  an  intern- 
ship with  the  Hinds  County  Sheriffs  Department  turned  into  a  full  time 
position  as  a  sheriffs  deputy.  After  graduation  he  moved  on  to  the  Hinds 
Sheriffs  Office  and  later  became  a  fraud  investigator.  Soon,  he  was  elected 
by  Rankm  County  voters  to  the  Mississippi  House  of  Representatives, 
where  he  served  five  years.  In  the  state  legislature,  Bryant  was  vice  chair- 
man of  the  Insurance  Committee  and  authored  the  Capital  Gains  Tax  Cut 
Act  of  1994.  Currently  Bryant  is  seeking  the  office  of  lieutenant  governor. 

When  Bryant  is  not  serving  as  a  deterrent  to  public  corruption,  he  rou- 
tinely trades  in  his  business  suits  for  black    

and  gold  attire.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  and  has  served  on 
the  College  of  Business  Advisory  Council 
for  eight  years.  He's  an  honorary  inductee 
of  Pi  Kappa  Phi  fraternity  and  earlier  this 
year  threw  out  the  first  pitch  at  a  Southern 
Miss  baseball  game  at  Pete  Taylor  Park. 

The  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  award  is  an 
honor  he  cherishes;  the  plaque  signify- 
ing his  membership  in  the  exclusive 
group  hangs  in  his  office. 

"As  a  student  I  never  dreamed  of  an  award  like  that,"  Bryant  said. 
"It  is  one  of  the  highest  honors  of  my  life." 

Perhaps  that  was  only  topped  by  the  invitation  he  received  to  serve 
as  commencement  speaker  in  2006. 

"To  be  honored  by  your  Alma  Mater  as  a  graduation  speaker  is  emotional 
in  itself;  I  could  see  30  years  just  passing  by"  Bryant  said.  "And  to  be  able  to 
hand  my  daughter  her  diploma;  it  doesn't  get  any  better  than  that  for  a  dad. 
I  still  remember  her  as  the  little  girl  in  the  cheerleading  outfit." 


Fraud  follows  disaster,  and 

billions  of  dollars  have  been  delivered  to 

Mississippi.  We  have  to  make  sure  that 

money  is  not  stolen. 


It  was  an  honor  befitting  a  man  who  has  spent  a  remarkable 
amount  of  time  assisting  Southern  Miss. 

Foremost  among  his  recent  contributions  to  the  University  and  the 
Alumni  Association  is  his  service  as  co-chair  of  the  Association's  Presidential 
Transition  Team,  a  duty  he  shares  with  former  Mississippi  Power  execu- 
tive Rex  Kelly.  The  team  greatly  contributed  to  the  inclusive  nature  of 
the  process  that  resulted  in  the  selection  of  Dr.  Martha  D.  Saunders  as  the 
University's  ninth  president.  Dr.  Saunders  takes  office  on  May  21. 

"The   process   (for  selecting   Dr.    Saunders)   went   well,"   Bryant 

said.    "(Mississippi   Board   of  Trustees 

of  Higher  Learning  Commissioner)  Dr. 
(Tom)  Meredith  was  appreciative  of  the 
assistance  we  could  offer." 

Perhaps  most  importantly,  the  transi- 
tion team  interviewed  representatives  of 
Southern  Miss  constituent  groups  and 
created  a  preferred  presidential  profile, 
which  it  delivered  to  the  IHL  Board. 

"It  was  a  tremendously  inclusive  pro- 
cess," Bryant  said  about  the  selection  of 
Dr.   Saunders,  "and  I  think  people  are 
satisfied  with  the  outcome." 

In  his  role  as  a  member  of  the  College  of  Business'  Advisory  Council,  Bryant 
was  instrumental  in  the  development  of  the  Distinguished  Entrepreneur 
Lecture  Series,  a  series  that  highlights  innovative  businessmen  and  women 
as  examples  to  which  Southern  Miss  students  can  aspire. 

"If  we  are  going  to  be  the  world-class  university  we  want  to  be, 
we're  going  to  have  to  keep  developing  entrepreneurs,"  Bryant  said. 
"The  lecture  series  shows  students  that  they  too  can  be  at  that  level." 
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Dr.  Martha  D.  Saunders,  a  Southern  Miss  alumna,  has  been 
named  president  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 
When  she  takes  office  May  21,  she  will  replace  Dr.  Shelby  E 
Thames  and  be  the  first  female  and  ninth  person  to  hold  the  top  posi- 
tion at  Southern  Miss. 

Most  recently,  Saunders,  who  has  more  than  30  years  expenence 
in  higher  education,  has  served  as  the  chancellor  at  University  of 
Wisconsin-Whitewater.  She  was  vice  president  for  academic  affairs  at 
Columbus  State  University  in  Columbus,  Ga.,  where  she  led  an  effort 
to  create  the  Centers  of  Excellence  to  further  the  academic  outreach 
of  more  than  30  private-public  partnerships  and  served  on  a  leader- 
ship team  for  a  successful  $100  million  capital  campaign.  She  has  also 
held  the  position  of  dean  of  the  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences  at  the 
University  of  West  Florida  in  Pensacola. 

In  April,  Saunders  was  approved  by  the  Mississippi  Board  of  Trustees 
of  State  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  (IHL  Board)  following  a  day 
of  interview  sessions  with  various  Southern  Miss  constituencies.  The 
question  and  answer  sessions  covered  a  variety  of  topics,  including  her 
leadership  style,  academic  quality,  fund  raising,  athletics  and  the  arts. 

"My  preferred  leadership  style  is  collaborative,"  she  said.  "We  are  a 
multi-faceted  complex  organization,  so  I  spend  a  lot  of  time  making 
sure  1  get  the  right  people  around  the  table.  But  when  the  need  arises 
I  can  be  pretty  authoritarian." 

Saunders  says  the  University's  academic  reputation  is  sound  and 
that  position  offers  her  an  opportunity  to  make  life  better  for  the 
people  in  Mississippi. 

"We  do  that  through  education,"  she  said.  "This  state  needs  quality  col- 
lege graduates,  and  we  have  got  to  figure  out  how  to  make  that  happen. 
We  can't  do  it  by  finger  pointing.  We  take  what  we  have,  and  we  figure  it 
out.  One  of  the  things  I  never  take  for  granted  is  the  intellectual  resource 
on  a  university  campus.  None  of  us  is  smarter  than  all  of  us.  If  we  can  son 
of  get  the  herd  moving  in  the  same  direction  we  can  do  anything." 

Saunders  says  both  the  arts  and  athletics  can  be  used  as  tools  to 
increase  the  visibility  of  University  academic  programs. 

"It's  not  sufficient  to  be  good;  people  have  to  know  you're  good," 
Saunders  said.  "The  way  they  know  you're  good  are  by  these  programs 
that  bring  attention.  One  important  part  of  my  vision  for  the  arts  is  to 
increase  visibility.  When  people  come  and  pa)7  attention  to  one  piece  of 
the  campus  they'll  look  around  and  say,  'look  what  else  they  do  there."" 

"You  can  have  all  the  quality  you  like,  but  if  no  one  knows  about 
it,  it  doesn't  do  you  a  lot  of  good,"  she  added.  "You  can't  grow  up  in 
south  Mississippi  and  not  appreciate  athletics.  I  will  do  whatever  it 
takes  and  whatever  I  can  to  maintain  a  first-class  athletic  program." 

Saunders  says  the  role  of  the  top  administrator  has  changed  over 
the  years.  One  change  has  been  an  increased  focus  on  fund  raising. 

"There's  not  one  (president)  around  that  should  not  be  very  involved  in 
the  fund-raising  process,"  Saunders  said.  "Presidents  broadly  enable  the 
work  of  the  university.  We  beat  the  drum.  I'm  the  head  cheerleader.  I  tell 
the  story.  And  sometimes  the  role  is  simply  building  on  the  relationship.  I 
also  take  good  counsel  from  the  pros.  Sometimes  I  step  out  of  the  way  In 
every  relationship  there  will  be  people  who  get  along  better  than  others.  1 
would  hope  I  would  be  beloved  by  all,  but  there  may  be  occasions  when 
someone  might  prefer  meeting  with  a  dean  and  I  don't  get  my  feelings 
hurt  at  all.  This  is  for  the  good  of  the  institution." 

A  Hon  featuring  Dr.  Martha  D.  Saunders  and  her  vision  for  The  University  oj 
Southern  Mississippi  will  be  included  in  the  Summer  2007  edition  oj  The  Talon. 


^    For  more  information  on  the  presidential  transition 
ai  Soul  hem  Miss,  visit  Soutlu-mMissAlumm.com/pu 
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Presidency  Marked  by  Commitment 
to  Efficiency,  Results 

Huh  the  same  determination  used  to  create  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi's  acclaimed  polymer  science  program, 
Dr.  Shelby  E  Thames  has  worked  to  leave  his  alma  mater  bet- 
ter than  when  he  began  as  its  president. 

Declaring  the  success  of  its  students  as  the  University's  primary 
obligation,  Thames  began  his  presidency  in  May  of  2002  with  an  eye 
toward  making  Southern  Miss  more  efficient  and  results-oriented 
to  meet  that  goal.  Five  years  later,  the  hallmarks  of  his  personal 
philosophy — hard  work  and  innovation — mark  the  legacy  of  his 
administration  of  the  University.  This  May,  he  is  stepping  down  as 
the  institutions  top  administrator. 

Milestones 

That  legacy  includes  last  year's  important  milestone  in  the 
University's  history-a  record-breaking  total  for  external  funding,  as 
Southern  Miss  surpassed  the  $100  million  mark.  "The  effort  of  our 
faculty  to  secure  external  research  dollars  to  support  our  educational 
enterprise  is  impressive,  and  defines  the  culture  of  academic  excel- 
lence at  Southern  Miss,"  Thames  said. 

Thames  also  streamlined  the  University's  academic  structures, 
reorganizing  its  then  nine  colleges  into  five  to  provide  more  resources 
for  academic  programming.  He  also  focused  on  the  University's  role 
as  a  major  actor  on  the  economic  development  stage,  promoting  the 
University's  intellectual  capital-its  research-as  being  as  viable  in  the 
business  world  as  the  academic  world. 

Last    year,     construction    was    launched     for    the     521-acre 


Commercialization  and  Innovation  Park,  a  $30  million  local,  state 
and  federally  funded  project  to  house  laboratories,  offices  and  open 
space  for  joint  university  and  industry  projects  that  turn  research  into 
marketable  products.  And  construction  continues  on  the  Trent  Lott 
National  Center  for  Economic  Development  and  Entrepreneurship, 
the  future  home  of  the  University's  economic  development  academic 
programs. 

Thames  also  points  with  pride  to  the  increased  funding  for 
Presidential  Scholarships,  allowing  Southern  Miss  to  attract  more 
high-achieving  students  to  take  part  in  academic  programming 
through  the  University's  renowned  Honors  College.  This  year, 
the  University  will  welcome  more  than  45  presidential  scholars, 
another  record  for  Southern  Miss.  These  students  are  attracted  by 
the  University's  myriad  quality  programs  and  its  renowned  Honors 
College  curricula. 

Additionally,  last  year  Southern  Miss  was  recognized  scholastically 
as  having  one  of  the  top  athletic  programs  in  the  nation,  with  a  92 
percent  graduation  rate  for  student-athletes  who  participate  in  the 
University's  successful  Div  1  football  program. 

"I'm  proud  of  our  great  university,  the  depth  of  our  academic  tradi- 
tion and  very  proud  of  the  students  we  serve,"  he  said. 

In  the  face  of  disaster,  a  leader 

Thames  describes  Hurricane  Katrina,  the  worst  natural  disaster 
in  modern  U.S.  history,  as  the  biggest  challenge  of  his  professional 
career.  One  hundred-plus  mph  winds  tore  through  the  Gulf  South 
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on  Aug.  29,  2005,  heavily  damaging  the  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast 
campus  in  Long  Beach  and  the  University's  other  teaching  sites  on 
the  coast,  as  well  as  inflicting  damage  to  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  In 
all,  the  University  suffered  approximately  $200  million  in  losses  and 
a  revenue  shortfall  of  $9  million. 

Undaunted  by  these  challenges  facing  the  University,  Thames 
sought  to  reassure  Southern  Miss  employees  they  would  not  lose 
their  jobs  because  of  the  financial  impact  of  the  disaster,  and  went  to 
work  to  get  the  University  back  in  operation. 

"Even  if  they  had  lost  all  of  their  possessions  in  the  storm,  I  was 
determined  that  they  could  count  on  their  jobs  at  Southern  Miss 
being  secure,"  Thames  said  in  looking  back  on  the  days  following 
the  disaster. 

Leading  the  University's  faculty,  staff  and  students  who  shared 
Thames'  desire  to  rebound  from  the  disaster,  Southern  Miss  resumed 
the  fall  2005  semester  in  Hattiesburg  on  Sept.  12.  And  miraculously,  on 
Oct.  10,  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast  was  back  in  business  after  the  heav- 
ily damaged  Long  Beach  campus  operation  was  moved  to  Gullport,  the 
only  university  that  undertook  such  an  effort  following  Katnna. 

Southern  Miss  President  Emeritus  Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas  praised  his 
longtime  friend  and  colleague  for  his  response  to  the  disaster.  "We 
shall  always  remember  with  gratitude  Dr.  Thames'  timely  actions 
after  Hurricane  Katrina,  which  gave  assurance  to  our  colleagues  on 
the  Gulf  Coast  that  they  would  have  jobs,  and  which  reopened  those 
campuses  with  unbelievable  speed,"  he  said. 

Since  then,  the  University  has  made  steady  progress  toward  recov- 


ery across  the  Gulf  Coast.  "Without  his  leadership,  we  could  not  have 
overcome  the  obstacles  in  our  way  to  recover);"  said  Southern  Miss 
Associate  Gulf  Coast  Provost  Dr.  Pat  Joachim. 

Eye  to  the  future 

With  Southern  Miss  approaching  its  100th  anniversary,  Dr. 
Thames  called  for  the  creation  of  a  master  campus  and  facility  plan 
to  address  the  University's  strategic  development  needs  for  the  next 
two  decades  and  beyond.  He  sought  input  from  the  university,  local 
community  and  alumni  to  assist  that  represented  broad  Southern 
Miss  constituent  groups  who  reviewed  proposals  and  finalized  the 
master  campus  plan. 

"Completing  the  first  comprehensive  master  plan  for  the  Hattiesburg 
campus  over  the  past  year  was  a  remarkable  collaborative  ettort.  led 
by  Dr.  Thames,"  said  Sid  Gonsoulin,  associate  vice  president  for 
student  affairs,  who  headed  the  committee.  "With  his  leadership  and 
drive,  he  has  left  a  monumental  planning  document  that  will  guide 
our  success  for  years  to  come." 

As  he  returns  to  continue  his  internationally  recognized  polymer 
science  research  in  the  building  bearing  his  name.  Thames'  wish  tor 
his  legacy  is  that  he  be  remembered  as  having  made  a  differenc  s 
the  university  he  holds  dear. 

"I'm  truly  humbled  to  have  had  this  opportunity  to  serve  my  uni- 
versity, a  place  I  hold  sacred.''  Thames  said.  "I'm  excited  about  the 
direction  that  we  are  heading  because  ot  the  continued  success  of  our 
faculty,  staff  and  students.  Our  future  is  indeed  bright." 
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After  a  stellar  undergraduate 
career  at  Southern  Miss,  Joshua 
Bird  is  headed  to  Columbia 
University  Law  School. 


ras* 


Senior  Josh  Bird  recalls  his  visit  to  the  University's  Hattiesburg  cam- 
pus in  2003,  when  as  a  soon-to-be  high  school  graduate  he  was 
making  the  rounds  at  a  variety  of  colleges  and  universities,  taking 
stock  of  his  options. 

He  admits  that  at  the  time,  he  had  a  chip  on  his  shoulder.  At 
Jackson's  Murrah  High  School,  he  was  near  the  top  of  his  graduating 
class,  the  recipient  of  a  bevy  of  awards  and  accolades,  and  with  mul- 
tiple scholarship  offers  from  some  of  the  best  schools  in  the  country. 

"At  graduation,  my  principal  joked  that  if  I  won  any  more  medals 
to  hang  around  my  neck,  I  would  start  looking  like  'Mr.  TV  She  even 
suggested  putting  a  chair  up  on  stage  just  for  me,"  Bird  said. 

Four  years  later,  Bird,  an  economics  major  at  Southern  Miss  who 
graduated  in  May,  is  still  a  success  in  the  classroom,  evident 
by  his  recent  acceptance  into  the  prestigious  Columbia 
University  Law  School  in   New  York  City   After    /v  /v 
scoring  in  the  98th  percentile  on  the  Law  School 
Admissions  Lest,  he  received  one  of  the  univer- 
sity's four  prestigious  Hamilton  Scholarships, 
which  covers  his  tuition. 


Career  vision  formed  in  high  school 

Since  high  school,  when  he  participated  in 
mock  trial  competition.  Bird  has  been  focused 
on  a  career  in  law.  "I've  always  had  a  career  direc- 
tion, but  when  you  get  sure  footing,  it  gives  you 
a  sense  of  security.  You  can  breathe,"  he  said  of  his 
acceptance  to  Columbia  and  the  Hamilton  scholarship 

At  Murrah,  Bird  and  his  fellow  students  on  the  mock  trial 
team  were  coached  by  Justice  James  Graves  and  attorney  Melvin 
Priester.  "Lhey  taught  us  the  law  and  how  to  apply  it  to  cases,"  Bird 
said.  'We  had  to  think  on  our  feet,  and  I  liked  it.  We  did  so  well  that 
I  thought  I'd  be  good  at  it  (as  a  career)." 

Last  summer  he  worked  for  Jackson  attorney  Marcy  Croft  of  the  law  firm 
of  Forman,  Perry,  Watkins,  Krutz  and  Lardy  which  cemented  his  desire  to 
become  a  lawyer.  "I  got  to  do  work  like  a  law  clerk,  and  what  attorneys  do 
day-to-day,"  Bird  said.  "It  looked  like  fun,  and  it's  great  when  you  can  say  that 
about  a  job.  It  made  me  excited  at  the  prospect  of  entering  the  profession." 


The  people 

here  (at  Southern  Miss) 

are  excited  about  life,  about 

what's  going  in  their  world 

and  yours 


Let's  make  a  deal 

During  his  visit  to  the  Hattiesburg  campus,  Bird  gave  an  early  indi- 
cation to  faculty  and  administrators  of  his  talent  for  persuasion  and 
negotiation,  skills  every  good  lawyer  should  possess. 

Bird  was  informed  by  Honors  College  Dean  Dr.  Ken  Panton 
and  assistant  to  the  dean  Paula  Mathis  that  he  was  being  offered  a 
Presidential  Scholarship  to  the  University,  which  includes  full  tuition, 
room  and  board.  However,  another  Mississippi  university  had  made 
the  same  offer,  and  threw  in  a  computer  to  sweeten  the  deal. 

"I  asked  Dr.  Panton  and  Paula  if  they  could  make  the  same  offer,  and 
they  said  that  I  should  talk  to  the  president  (Dr.  Shelby  Lhames)  about 
that,"  he  said. 

Lhames  knew  of  Bird's  visit  to  campus  and  wanted  to 
meet  him  in  person  to  help  in  persuading  him  to  choose 
Southern  Miss.  "I  got  to  his  office  and  told  him  about 
the  other  offer  and  I  asked  if  he  could  match  it. 
"He  laughed  and  said  he  was  impressed  that  a 
high  school  senior  would  come  to  the  president 
of  the  University  to  make  such  a  request,  and 
then  he  said,  'I'll  tell  you  what.  You  come  here, 
and  I'll  get  you  a  computer."  Now,  National 
Merit  Finalists  at  Southern  Miss  receive  a  com- 
puter as  part  of  their  scholarship  offer. 
It  wasn't  just  the  computer  that  clinched  his  deci- 
sion to  attend  Southern  Miss.  "It  really  meant  something 
to  me  that  the  president  of  the  University  would  take  the 
time  to  meet  with  a  high  school  senior  in  his  office,"  he  said. 
Bird  has  served  as  editor  of  The  Catalyst,  the  University's  stu- 
dent undergraduate  research  magazine,  equipment  manager  for  the 
women's  soccer  team  and  as  a  representative  for  the  Honors  College 
at  recruitment  events. 

"He's  an  outstanding  student,"  said  Panton.  "He's  one  of  these  guys 
that  can  think  on  his  feet.  He's  a  fast  learner,  and  can  take  the  knowl- 
edge and  apply  it  to  the  world  outside." 

No  pressure,  but  dad's  happy  he's  a  Golden  Eagle 

Bird  said  his  mother  Glenda,  and  father  Eugene,  a  former  star 
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defensive  back  for  the  Southern  Miss  football  team  in  the  early  1970s,  didn't  push 
him  to  choose  any  particular  college  to  attend.  It  was  that  approach  that  Bird  said 
helped  him  mature  and  grow  as  a  person,  and  succeed  in  school. 

"One  of  the  greatest  gifts  my  parents  have  given  me  is  confidence  in  myself.  They  tell  me 
there's  nothing  I  can't  do,"  he  said.  "They  never  pushed  me  to  do  anything  1  didn't  want  to 
do.  They  had  strong  suggestions,  but  they  wanted  me  to  make  my  own  choices." 

His  father  says  that  Josh  has  always  "seemed  to  be  on  a  mission"  since  he  was 
born.  "He's  always  been  driven,  that's  how  it's  seemed  to  me  and  his  mother." 

Questions,  questions 

Socrates  would  be  proud  of  Bird,  as  he  loves  to  ask  questions.  He  says  his  inquisitive- 
ness  led  him  to  major  in  economics,  after  he  took  a  class  from  Southern  Miss  economics 
professor  Dr.  Bill  Gunther,  where  critical  analysis  was  encouraged  and  enhanced. 

"Economics  is  a  different  kind  of  thought  process.  You  can  apply  it  to  any  issue,  any 
situation.  When  I  took  Economics  201  from  Dr.  Gunther,  1  fell  in  love  with  it,"  Bird  said. 
"I  like  to  ask  questions,  especially  from  the  devil's  advocate  stance  -  that's  the  way  I  leam, 
and  1  had  many  opportunities  to  do  that  in  Dr.  Gunther's  class.  1  was  an  instant  convert." 

"It's  (economics)  analytical.  You  can  break  down  a  situation  to  its  basics 
through  economics,"  he  added.  "I  believe  it's  a  degree  program  that  makes  you 
well-equipped  tor  law  school 

Another  one  of  his  economics  professors,  Dr.  Farhang  Niroomand,  said  he 
considers  Bird  one  of  the  top  students  at  Southern  Miss,  as  well  as  one  of  the  best 
that  he  has  encountered  in  his  teaching  career. 

"His  performance  at  any  lecture,  presentation  and  discussion  has  impressed  me  more 
each  time,"  Niroomand  said.  "I  would  rate  him  m  the  top  five  percent  of  all  students  I  have 
taught  at  Southern  Miss,  Michigan  Sate  University  and  at  the  University  of  Connecticut." 

Southern  Miss  state  of  mind 

Bird  can  tick  off  a  long  list  of  positives  that  he  loves  about  Southern  Miss  and 
will  miss  when  he  leaves  for  New  York — his  professors,  his  fellow  students  and 
friends,  the  Honors  College  staff  that  helped  guide  him  through  his  classes,  his 
traveling  companions  on  British  Studies. 

Southern  Miss  is  special  to  him  because  of  all  of  those  people. 

"So  much  of  your  experience  is  who  you  share  it  with,"  Bird  said.  "The  people 
here  are  excited  about  life,  about  what's  going  on  in  their  world  and  in  yours." 


J  was   honored  as  a   new 

member  of  the  University's  Hall 

of  Fame  during  Founders'  Day 

:tivities  on  March  30,  20 
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A  Reluctant  Hero,  Deanna  Favre  Fights 
for  Women  With  Breast  Cancer 


The  Children's  Center  for  Communication  and  Development  at  Southern  Miss  is  one  of 
the  organizations  that  benefits  from  the  Favre  Fourward  Foundation.  Above,  Favre  pays 
a  visit  to  the  center. 

Make  no  mistake,  Deanna  Favre  is  terrified. 
Deanna  Favre — a  woman  who  has  successfully  stared  down  breast  cancer;  a 
woman  who  stood  by  her  famous  husbands  side  as  he  dealt  with  a  highly  publicized 
prescription  drug  addiction  and  his  father's  death;  a  woman  who  has  come  to  grips  with  her 
young  brothers  unexpected  death — is  terrified.    She's  seconds  away  from  delivering  a  speech, 
just  a  moment  away  from  hiding  behind  another  podium  as  best  she  can  while  at  the  same  time 
encouraging  another  group  of  donors  that  the  dollars  they  contribute  to  the  Deanna  Favre  Hope 
Foundation  will  be  the  funds  needed  to  help  a  woman  receive  necessary  chemotherapy. 
Favre  is  terrified,  but  facing  fear  once  again  she  delivers  the  speech  flawlessly. 
"I'm  one  of  the  shiest  people  you'll  ever  meet,"  Favre  said.  "I'm  still  not  comfortable  with 
that  (being  a  public  figure).  I  don't  care  to  be  in  the  public  eye,  but  if  I  can  help  a  woman  get 
through  chemo,  I'm  proud  to  be  able  to  do  that." 

IN  THE  SPOTLIGHT 

Whether  by  design  or  chance,  for  many  years  Deanna  Favre  had  been  able  to  dodge  the 
spotlight  despite  her  husband's  legendary  status  as  one  of  the  greatest  NFL  quarterbacks  in 
professional  football  history.  Nevertheless,  when  a  series  of  unfortunate  incidents  struck  the 
Favre  family  that  also  includes  their  daughters  Brittany,  18,  and  Breleigh,  7,  Deanna  Favre 
became  a  public  figure.  In  December  2003,  one  day  after  Brett's  father,  Irvin,  suffered  a  fatal 
heart  attack  in  Kiln,  Miss.,  ABC's  "Monday  Night  Football"  coverage  included  several  camera 
shots  of  Deanna  as  Brett  passed  for  399  yards  and  four  touchdowns  in  a  memorable  perfor- 
mance as  his  Green  Bay  Packers  defeated  the  Oakland  Raiders.  More  tragedy,  and  attention, 
followed.  In  late  2004,  Deanna  Favre's  brother,  Casey  Tynes,  was  killed  in  an  ATV  accident. 
Soon  after,  doctors  would  soon  inform  Deanna  she  had  breast  cancer. 

Immediately,  Deanna  Favre  was  famous,  much  to  her  chagrin.  She  was  a  public  figure  of 
significance.  She  was  answering  media  inquiries  about  the  family's  misfortunes  and  appearing 
on  ESPN's  telecast  of  the  ESPY  Awards  with  Brett's  mother,  Bonita,  to  accept  Brett's  award  for 
"Best  Moment"  in  sports  that  year.  "It  was  so  horrible,"  Favre  said  about  the  ESPY  appearance. 
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"IT  (DEALING  WITH 

BREAST  CANCER) 

IS  NOT  EASY. .YOU 

THINK  YOU  CAN 

PREPARE  FOR  IT 

BUT  YOU  CAN'T." 


DEANNA  FAVRE 

11  T  It 

FOUNDATION 


"They  called  on  a  Monday,  and  I  was  nervous  from  Monday  through 
Wednesday.  I  think  1  prayed  about  it  for  five  or  six  hours  the  day 
they  filmed  it." 

Despite  her  terror,  Deanna  Favre  delivered  once  again.  The  next 
day,  ESPN. corns  Eric  Neel  called  the  words  delivered  by  Deanna  and 
Bonita  Favre  that  evening  both  "great"  and  "poignant." 

RELUCTANT,  BUT  WILLING 

True,  Deanna  Favre  is  a  reluctant  hero,  but  she  is  certainly  not 
an  unwilling  one.  To  date,  her  Hope  Foundation  and  the  Brett 
Favre  Fourward  Foundation  combined  have  raised  millions  for 
women  with  breast  cancer  and  disadvantaged  or  disabled  children 
in  Wisconsin  and  Mississippi.  Among  the  Mississippi  organiza- 
tions the  foundations  have  benefited  are  the  Children's  Center  for 
Communication  and  Development  at  Southern  Miss,  the  Association 
of  Retarded  Citizens  of  Forrest  County  and  Hope  Haven,  a  home  for 
battered  women  and  children  in  Hancock  County. 


As  a  mother  of  two  daughters,  including  18-year-old  Brittany,  Deanna  Favre's  goal  is 
to  eradicate  cancer. 
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THE  TALON 


Deanna  Favre  started  the  Hope  Foundation  after  enduring  four 
rounds  of  chemotherapy  and  being  shocked  at  the  high  price  of  the 
treatment. 

"Having  been  through  it  myself  I  learned  how  expensive  it  was, 
and  I  thought  about  the  predicament  1  would  have  been  in  had  it 
occurred  to  me  when  I  was  a  young,  single  mother,"  Favre  said.  "I'm 
not  sure  what  I  would  have  done.  I  want  to  provide  hope  for  those 
women.  Breast  cancer  and  the  treatment  are  so  emotionally  mentally 
and  physically  draining,  I  couldn't  imagine  having  a  financial  burden 
on  top  of  that." 

Today,  Favre  is  concentrating  on  developing  the  Hope  Foundation, 
while  delivering  a  message  to  women  suffering  from  breast  cancer  to 
stay  optimistic,  but  be  prepared  for  the  fight  of  your  life. 

"It's  not  easy;  it's  going  to  be  tough,"  she  said.  "You  think  you  can 
prepare  for  it  but  you  can't." 

"I  hope  one  day  we'll  be  able  to  eradicate  breast  cancer  complete- 
ly," she  said,  "but  right  now  I'm  going  to  do  what  1  can  each  day  to 
help  those  women." 


Favre  helped  play  host  to  The  Pride  of  Mississippi  Marching  Band  at  a  Green  Bay  Packer 
game  in  October,  as  the  band  and  Dixie  Darlings  gave  several  performances  throughout 
the  day  at  Lambeau  Field. 

A  LEARNING  EXPERIENCE 

Favre  says  her  own  experience  with  breast  cancer  was  both  edu- 
cational and  surprising. 

"When  I  was  first  diagnosed  I  was  determined  that  I  was  still  going 
to  work  out  because  chemo  causes  you  to  lose  a  lot  of  muscle,"  Favre 
said.  "The  first  week  I  was  so  weak  and  sick  I  couldn't  get  off  the  sofa. 
I  wanted  to  be  the  person  who  impressed  everyone  with  her  strength, 
still  cooking  dinner,  doing  what  I've  always  done  and  more.  1  real- 
ized quickly  that  I  didn't  have  to  do  that;  I  didn't  care  what  everyone 
thought.  What  became  most  important  was  getting  ready  for  the  next 
week,  getting  ready  for  the  next  treatment." 

Deanna  says  learning  to  voluntarily  shed  the  role  of  caretaker 
within  the  Favre  family  during  her  treatment  was  a  difficult,  but 
necessary,  lesson. 

"Learning  to  focus  on  myself  was  difficult,  as  I  think  it  is  for  most 


women,"  Favre  said.  "We're  used  to  making  sure  everyone  else  in  the 
family  has  their  needs  fulfilled.  To  get  through  four  rounds  of  chemo 
though,  the  focus  needs  to  be  on  you." 

"There  were  those  days  when  I  didn't  feel  like  eating  or  exercising, 
when  1  was  nauseous  and  weak,  wiped  out  emotionally  and  physi- 
cally, but  the  support  of  my  family  helped  me  to  always  see  the  end," 
she  added.  "Brett  was  there  counting  down  the  days  with  me-15,  14, 
13  days  to  the  last  chemo  treatment." 


The  Favre  family  includes  Brett,  Deanna,  Brittany  and  Breleigh. 

A  FAMILY  AFFAIR 

Deanna  and  Brett  Favre  met  as  teenagers  and  dated  off  and  on 
as  students  at  Southern  Miss,  where  Deanna  was  a  lifeguard  at  the 
natatonum  and  studied  exercise  physiology.  At  age  20,  Deanna 
became  pregnant  with  the  couple's  first  child,  Brittany.  Later, 
while  Brett  was  a  developing  NFL  quarterback,  Deanna  returned 
to  school  and  earned  a  bachelor's  degree  in  human  performance. 
Soon,  they  were  married. 

"I  had  a  wonderful  time  there  (at  Southern  Miss),"  said  Deanna. 
who  is  a  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association  along  with  Brett.  "I 
learned  a  lot — more  than  just  what  was  taught  in  the  textbooks." 

While  Brett  is  known  for  his  three  NFL  Most  Valuable  Player 
awards  and  record  streak  of  consecutive  starts  by  a  quarterback, 
he  sees  in  his  wife  a  characteristic  routinely  attributed  to  him  by 
the  national  media  and  his  football  teammates  and  opponents — 
toughness. 

'Well  even  before  she  was  diagnosed  with  the  cancer.  1  would 
have  said  that  she  was  a  lot  tougher  than  me.  Most  guys  would 
probably  say  that  about  their  wives,  and  it's  probably  true  in  most 
cases,"  he  told  ESPN's  Suzy  Kolber. 

"Women  are  a  lot  tougher  in  different  ways,  hut  mentally  she's  as 
strong  as  there  is,"  he  added. 

Deanna  Favre  says  her  experience  with  breast  cancer  has  helped 
her  refocus  on  what  is  important  in  life. 

"It  (breast  cancer)  made  me  take  a  step  back  and  locus  more  on 
the  small  things,"  Favre  said,  "Being  around  family  became  more 
important.  The  little  things  I  had  been  overlooking  all  of  a  sudden 
became  the  big  things." 
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Southern  Miss 


Irising  stars,  top  acts  and  legends.  Without  question,  she  has  come  a 
long  way  since  she  and  her  brother  used  to  sing  along  to  Glen  Campbell's 
"Rhinestone  Cowboy." 
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"We  have  a  cassette  tape  of  my  brother  Denny  singing  the  song  when 
he  was  a  toddler  before  he  could  really  talk  well,"  Kelley  said.  "He  got  a 
lot  of  the  words  totally  wrong.  He  didn't  pronounce  some  of  them  cor- 
rectly but  he  sang  it  loud.  We  still  talk  about  that  performance.  It's  a  great 
memory — all  we  have  to  say  to  each  other  is  like  a  winetone  cowboy'" 

Today  Kelley  has  made  Nashville  her  home,  and  her  current 
position  has  made  her  a  familiar  face  to  country  music  fans,  as  she 
enters  living  rooms  across  the  nation  each  Saturday  evening  on  Great 
American  Country. 

It  is  a  dream  job  for  the  native  Mississippian  who  grew  up  just  west 
of  Hattiesburg  in  Oak  Grove. 

"I  have  always  loved  the  Opry  the  institution  and  the  people,  and 
I  love  television,"  Kelley  said. 

"Think  of  how  you  feel  getting 
ready  to  go  to  a  concert  of  an  artist 
you  really  love — the  anticipation, 
the  excitement.  That's  how  I  feel 
about  going  to  work.  I'm  pretty 
lucky,"  she  added. 

Kelley's  journey  from  Hattiesburg, 
Miss.,  to  Nashville,  Term.,  has  certainly 
been  interesting.  She  is  a  former  Miss 
Hattiesburg,  and  was  named  runner-up 
in  the  1985  Miss  Mississippi  pageant. 
When  the  reigning  Miss  Mississippi, 
Susan  Akin,  was  crowned  Miss  America,  Kelley  became  Miss  Mississippi. 

Kelley,  then  Nan  Sumrall,  says  she  was  thrilled  about  the  thousands 
of  dollars  for  college  scholarships  she  earned  with  the  honors,  but 
acknowledges  her  success  in  the  pageants  came  as  a  surprise. 

"I  had  some  friends  who  were  involved  in  the  Miss  Hattiesburg 
Pageant  who  encouraged  me  to  participate,"  Kelley  explained.  "When 
my  named  was  called  it  was  a  complete  shock.  It  had  been  my  first 
attempt  to  win  a  pageant  of  that  magnitude." 

"When  I  went  to  Miss  Mississippi  in  July  I  wasn't  nervous  at  all," 
she  continued.  "I  didn't  have  any  expectations." 

Kelley's  performance  obviously  exceeded  her  expectations,  and  she 
took  a  year  away  from  school  to  travel,  perform  and  speak  on  behalf 
of  the  Magnolia  State. 


Hosting  the  Opry's 

television  show  is  my  dream  job- 

I'm  a  true  fan  of  the  music. 


As  host  of  Grand  Ole  Opry  Live, 
Kelley  regularly  interviews 
country  music's  brightest  stars. 
Above,  Kelley  poses  a  question 
to  Martina  McBride. 


"It  (the  Miss  Mississippi  crown)  was  a  wonderful  stepping  stone 
that  ultimately  changed  where  I  was  heading,"  Kelley  said.  "I  certainly 
looked  at  it  as  a  means  to  an  end.  It  helped  open  doors.  Of  course, 
once  you  are  in,  you're  on  your  own." 

After  her  year  as  Miss  Mississippi,  Kelley  returned  to  Southern 
Miss,  where  she  studied  under  professors  Gene  Wiggins  and  Dennis 
Webster,  among  others,  and  earned  a  communications  degree  in 
1988.  The  Oak  Grove  High  School  graduate  was  a  member  of  Delta 
Delta  Delta  sorority — for  which  she  was  pledge  class  spint  chairman, 
because  as  she  said,  "1  could  yell  louder  than  anyone  else." 

Degree  in  hand,  Kelley  was  on  a  snow  skiing  trip  when  her  mother  called 
and  suggested  she  attend  an  Opryland  audition  in  Hattiesburg.  "I  was  just 
ignorant  enough  to  think  I  could  just  walk  in  and  get  it,"  Kelley  said. 

As  fate  would  have  it,  Lloyd 
Wells,  a  Southern  Miss  alumnus, 
was  holding  the  audition  at  Marsh 
Auditorium  on  the  Hattiesburg  cam- 


pus, and  Kelley  was  good  enough 
(although  not  by  her  own  opinion"* 
to  "just  walk  in  and  get  it." 

"I  was  awful,  but  he  must  have 

seen  something  in  me,"  Kelley  said. 

"I  was  hired  on  the  spot  and  two 

^^    months  later  I  moved  to  Nashville." 

Just  prior  to  Kelley's  heading  to 

Nashville,  Webster  provided  her  with  a  contact — another  young 

woman  who  was  just  getting  started  in  Nashville  as  well.  Kelley  never 

called  the  woman,  and  has  still  yet  to  meet  Faith  Hill. 

"I  told  Dr.  Webster  through  an  e-mail  that  I  found  the  paper  where 
I  wrote  down  her  (Hill's)  number,"  Kelley  said,  noting  that  the  phone 
number  was  penned  on  a  Southern  Miss  planner.  "When  I  finally  get  the 
opportunity  to  meet  her,  she  ma)-  think  I'm  crazy  but  I'm  going  to  tell  her 
that  story." 

While  she's  yet  to  meet  Hill,  her  job  as  host  of  Grand  Olc  Opiy  Liu- 
has  allowed  Kelley  to  interview  sonic  of  country's  biggest  names,  both 
in  and  out  of  the  country  music  business. 

"Loretta  Lynn  was  so  sweet."  Kelley  said.  "Meeting  a  legend  like 
that  can  make  vou  a  little  nervous  and  admittedly,  1  was.  She  said 
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Kelley  poses  with  country  music  star  Gretchen  Wilson. 


some  nice  things  to  me  and  made  me  feel  so  comfortable.  I'll  always 
remember  that.  It  was  also  a  real  honor  to  meet  Defense  Secretary 
Donald  Rumsfeld.  The  secretary  came  to  thank  the  Opry  for  its  sup- 
port of  our  troops  though  the  America  Supports  You  organization." 

Even  before  her  current  position,  Kelley's  life  has  been  centered 
on  the  Opry  and  country  music.  She  performed  at  Opryland  in  two 
running  shows,  And  the  Winner  Is. .  .and  Brenda  Lee's  Spirit  of  America 
while  making  her  first  appearance  on  the  Opry  stage  in  a  trade  show 
for  Honda  Motors.  In  addition,  she  worked  on  Music  Row  for  Blake 
Mevis,  most  famous  for  his  production  work  with  George  Strait.  She 
also  performed  on  one  of  artist  Mila  Mason's  albums,  and  made  four 
Department  of  Defense  tours  entertaining  troops  around  the  world. 
Soon,  her  association  with  Mevis  and  Mason  landed  her  first  televi- 
sion job  as  Gary  Chapman's  sidekick  on  The  Nashville  Network's 
Prime  Time  Country. 

"Working  on  the  show  put  me  in  the  Opry  House  building  on  a 
daily  basis,"  Kelley  said.  "I  got  to  know  the  Opry  staff,  and  we  worked 
together  on  a  special  event.  I  knew  that's  where  I  wanted  to  be." 

Prime  Time  Country  ended,  and  Kelley  spent  six  months  in  Los  Angeles 
studying  acting,  but  in  2001  she  landed  a  job  as  on-air  talent  for  Shop  at 
Home.  That  year  she  also  married  Grammy-nominated  producer  Charlie 
Kelley,  a  former  member  of  the  music  group  The  Buffalo  Club. 

Two  years  later,  when  Grand  Ole  Opry  Live  moved  to  Great 
American  Country,  Kelley  was  presented  with  the  opportunity  to 
audition  for  the  role  as  host.  She  landed  the  job,  and  the  show 
debuted  in  October  2003. 

"Hosting  the  Opry's  television  show  is  my  dream  job — I'm  a  true 
fan  of  the  music,"  she  said.  "I  love  and  deeply  respect  the  institution 
and  I'm  fortunate  to  do  what  I've  always  wanted." 
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Tired  of  sending  out  biost  e-mails  informing  friends 
and  family  each  time  your  e-mail  address  changes? 
Take  advantage  of  SouthemMissAlumni. corn's 
forwarding  feature. 
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SouthernMissAlumni.com — and  it's  free! 
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super  fast  dial-up  internet  at  a  low  monthly  rate, 
local  dial-up  numbers  throughout  Mississippi 

>  southernmiss.net  e-mail  account 
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sim  ring,  and  more  -  at  no  extra  charge 
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Jazz  Combo  Takes  Top  Award  at  Festival 


Members  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Jazz  Sextet  are,  from  left,  Beto  Vianna,  Brent 
Walsh,  Russell  Welch,  Christopher  Parkin,  Christopher  Shipp,  Jonathan  Rowe  and  Director  Larry 
Panella. 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Jazz  Sextet  was  selected  as  the 
"Outstanding  College  /  University  Combo"  at  the  University  of  North  Texas  Jazz 
Festival  at  Addison,  Texas,  March  31,  receiving  the  Rich  Matteson  Award. 

In  only  its  second  appearance  at  the  festival,  the  Southern  Miss  combo,  under 
the  direction  of  Larry  Panella,  performed  on  the  final  evening  concert  with  five 
other  groups  selected  from  the  categories  of  Jazz  Vocal  Ensemble,  Combo  and 
Big  Band.  Each  member  of  the  sextet  was  also  awarded  the  festivals  coveted 
"Outstanding  Soloist"  award. 

"I  knew  we  performed  well,  but  I  did  not  expect  this  award,"  said  Panella, 
director  of  the  Jazz  Studies  program  in  the  School  of  Music.  "There  were  many 
good  groups  represented  there." 

Panella  said  that  often  groups  play  flashy  material  to  impress  the  judges.  "We 
played  what  we've  always  played — our  own  arrangements  and  even  some  origi- 
nals," he  explained.   Some  of  these  originals  included  Panella's  compositions. 

The  judges  cited  the  groups  musicality  and  said  they  were  "refreshingly  different 
to  listen  to,"  with  the  players  listening  and  interacting  with  each  other.  They  were 
quite  impressed  with  the  depth  of  soloing  and  liked  the  selections  played." 

The  Southern  Miss  combo  was  founded  in  1999  by  several  graduate  and 
undergraduate  students  at  the  time.  With  one  compact  disc  recording  under  its 
belt,  "Home  Cookin' Jazz  at  USM,"  the  group  expects  to  release  a  new  recording 
in  the  fall  of  2007. 


Dance  Program  Honored 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Dance 
Program  attended  the  American  College  Dance 
Festival,  Southeast  region,  March  14-18  at  Oxford 
and  was  honored  to  have  two  dances  selected  for 
the  Gala  Concert  on  the  last  night  of  the  festival. 

Of  the  45  dances  entered  and  adjudicated  from 
30  colleges  and  universities  from  the  region  and 
beyond — including  California  and  Colorado — 
nine  dances  were  selected  for  the  concert.  The 
Gala  was  held  at  the  new  Ford  Theatre  on  the  Ole 
Miss  campus. 

Honors  went  to  senior  dance  major  Christopher 
Grants  "Staple  Me"  and  dance  program  director 
Stacy  Reischman's  "Misery.Love. Company."  Both 
were  favorably  reviewed  by  well-respected  dance 
professionals,  including  BUI  Evans,  Melissa  Wynn 
and  Kevin  Ward. 

"Of  all  the  schools  represented,  our  taking  two 
of  the  nine  spots  in  the  Gala  Concert  was  quite 
unusual,"  Reischman  explained.  "This  fact  makes 
this  newsworthy— reflecting  the  quality  of  the 
Southern  Miss  program." 

Southern  Miss  was  well-represented  at  the 
festival,  with  three  faculty  and  18  students,  par- 
ticipating in  all  classes,  attending  concerts  and 
performing  formally  and  informally.  The  faculty 
also  taught  some  of  the  master  classes  presented. 

Reischman's  piece,  "Misery.Love. Company. ." 
was  highly  praised  as  "inventive,  compelling  and 
cohesive"  as  it  "established  its  own  rules  and 
succeeds  on  its  own  terms."  Evans  said  it  was 
"beautifully  and  deeply  invested,"  leaving  him 
with  "deeply  etched  images  in  his  mind." 
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Graduating  senior  students  of  the  Department  of  Art  and  Design  celebrated  their  academic 
achievements  with  an  exhibition  of  their  works  in  the  University's  Museum  of  Art,  May  1-11. 


University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Repertory  Dance  Company 
members  perform  faculty  director's  work  "Misery.Love. 
Company."  at  the  Southeast  region's  American  College  Dance 
Festival  in  March  2004. 
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Women's  Basketball  Dishes  Out  Team  Awards 

Women's  Basketball  Head  Coach 
Joye  Lee-McNelis  and  her  staff 
handed  out  several  team  awards  at 
the  annual  banquet  in  March. 

Senior  Kristin  Chaney  came 
away  with  the  top  honor,  the 
Lady  Eagle  Award.  This  award 
is  determined  by  success  in  the 
classroom,  on-the-court  and  com- 
munity involvement. 

"Kristin  Chaney  exhibits  the  true 
meaning  of  Lady  Eagle  basketball," 
McNelis  said.  "She  has  that  fire 
and  passion,  is  the  consummate 
hard  worker,  and  is  never  satisfied 
with  herself  because  she  believes 
she  can  always  improve." 

Chaney  and  sophomore  Kendra 
Reed  shared  Co-MVP  honors,  while 
Reed  received  the  team's  defensive 
award,  and  Amber  Eugene  received 
the  team's  best  offensive  award. 
Junior  Liz  Biland  and  freshman 
Lauren  Pittman  received  the  most 
improved  players'  award. 

Several  statistical  awards  were  given  out  as  well.  Eugene  earned  the  leading 
scorer  and  rebounding  award,  while  Reed  earned  top  free  throw  percentage  and 
three-point  field  goal  percentage  awards.  Pittman  was  awarded  the  top  field  goal 
percentage  award,  while  Biland  received  the  leading  blocked  shots  award.  Chaney 
also  received  the  award  for  most  assists  and  steals. 

Southern  Miss  finished  the  2006-07  season  with  a  15-15  record,  9-6  in  Conference 
USA.  The  team  lost  in  the  first  round  of  the  conference  tournament  to  Tulsa. 


2007  C-USA  Baseball  Championship  Site  Changed 

V/ 


Eustachy  Agrees  to  Two-Year  Extension 


Senior  point  guard  Kristin  Chaney  was  honored  with  a 
number  of  awards,  including  the  Lady  Eagle  Award,  at  the 
women's  basketball  annual  banquet 


The  2007  Conference  USA  Baseball 
Championship,  originally  scheduled  for 
May  23-27  at  Turchin  Stadium  in  New 
Orleans,  will  be  changing  sites.  Due  to 
continuing  renovations  on  the  stadium  since  Hurricane  Katrina,  the  facility 
will  not  be  completed  in  time  to  host  the  eight-team,  double-elimination 
tournament.   The  tournament  will  still  be  held  May  23-27. 

With  Tulane  unable  to  hold  this  years  event,  East  Carolina  will  now  serve 
as  the  host  of  the  2007  championship  at  Clark-LeClair  Stadium  in  Greenville, 
N.C.  East  Carolina  was  originally  scheduled  to  host  the  2008  championship. 
Tulane  and  ECU  will  now  switch  years,  with  next  seasons  event  to  be  held 
at  Turchin  Stadium. 

Through  the  midpoint  of  the  baseball  season,  the  Southern  Miss  baseball 
team  was  17-11.  The  Golden  Eagles  are  seeking  their  fifth  straight  NCAA 
Regional  Tournament  bid.  They  last  won  the  Conference  USA  Tournament  in 
2003,  defeating  Tulane  at  Turchin  Stadium  in  the  title  game. 

All-session  tickets  for  the  Conference  USA  Tournament  will  be  priced  at 
$60  and  may  be  ordered  online  at  www.ecupirates.com.  Individual  session 
tickets,  if  available,  will  be  priced  at  $10,  and  will  go  on  sale  the  week  of  the 
tournament. 


Head  Basketball  Coach  Larry  Eustachy  has  signed  a  two-year 
contract  extension  that  will  keep  him  in  Hattiesburg  through 
the  2010-2011  season. 

Head  Basketball  Coach  Larry  Eustachy  has  agreed  to 
a  two-year  contract  extension  that  will  run  through  the 
2010-2011  season. 

The  two-year  extension,  which  includes  a  substantial 
raise,  brings  Eustachy  to  the  maximum  allowable  amount 
of  years  (four)  for  a  contract  with  the  state  of  Mississippi. 

"Larry  has  done  an  outstanding  job  and  has  really 
built  this  program,  which  is  poised  to  have  a  lot  of  suc- 
cess," Director  of  Athletics  Richard  Giannini  said.  "He  has 
assembled  a  great  coaching  staff  and  everyone  works  well 
together.  I  am  confident  in  our  basketball  program  and 
the  direction  that  it  is  heading." 

Eustachy,  who  finished  his  16th  season  as  a  collegiate 
head  coach  in  2006-07,  has  tallied  a  301-194  record 
and  is  41-49  as  the  Southern  Miss  head  coach  in  three 
seasons. 

"I  feel  extremely  loyal  to  Southern  Miss  because  of  the 
loyalty  shown  to  me  three  years  ago  when  I  was  hired," 
Eustachy  said.  "There  was  never  any  doubt  that  this  is 
where  I  wanted  to  be." 

"The  loyalty  shown  from  our  administration  from 
the  beginning  has  never  been  forgotten  and  that  loyalty 
works  both  ways,"  he  added.  "We  have  lofty  expectations 
in  what  we  want  to  accomplish.  We  have  achieved  some 
of  that,  but  we  still  have  things  that  we  need  to  do  in 
terms  of  where  we  want  to  take  this  program." 

The  Golden  Eagles  finished  20-11  last  season,  includ- 
ing a  9-7  mark  in  Conference  USA,  which  allowed  them 
to  finish  in  a  three-way  tie  for  fourth  place.  It  was  the  first 
winning  season  for  the  school  since  the  2000-01  cam- 
paign and  just  the  third  winning  record  in  C-USA  play  in 
the  Golden  Eagles'  12-year  tenure  in  the  league. 
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Former  Golden  Eagles  Take  Their  Games  Overseas 


■  -  : '  -  ' 


Tom  Johnson 


Eti-ic  Pruitt 


For  former  Southern  Miss  football  players  Tom  Johnson,  Etric 
Pruitt  and  Jeremy  Parquet  the  chance  of  a  lifetime  awaits  them 
overseas  in  the  form  of  NFL  Europa  for  the  2007  season. 

All  three  players — Johnson  with  the  Indianapolis  Colts,  Pruitt 
with  the  Detroit  Lions  and  Parquet  with  the  St.  Louis  Rams — were 
allocated  by  their  respected  NFL  teams  for  the  opportunity  to 
prove  that  they  deserve  a  spot  on  an  NFL  roster  by  improving 
their  game  while  competing  against  other  NFL  players  as  well  as 
national  players  from  all  across  the  globe  for  the  next  four  months. 
The  three  will  be  scattered  across  Germany — Johnson  a  member  of 
the  Cologne  Centurions,  Parquet  with  the  Hamburg  Sea  Devils  and 
Pruitt  with  the  Berlin  Thunder. 

The  NFL  Europa  league  consists  of  six  teams,  with  five  in 
Germany,  including  the  Berlin  Thunder,  Cologne  Centurions, 
Frankfurt  Galaxy,  Hamburg  Sea  Devils,  Rhein  Fire  and  the 
Amsterdam  Admirals  (the  only  team  outside  of  Germany).  All  six 
teams  reported  to  Tampa,  Fla.,  for  a  three-week  training  camp  in 
March  before  departing  for  Europe  in  April  for  a  10-week  season 
that  concludes  with  the  two  teams  with  the  best  records  pitted 
against  each  other  in  the  World  Bowl  Championship  Game  held  in 
Frankfurt,  Germany,  on  June  23. 

Since  wrapping  up  their  collegiate  careers  as  Golden  Eagles,  all 
three  players  have  made  their  way  into  the  NFL  and  onto  a  team 
that  now  looks  to  further  their  playing  career  with  the  opportunity 
that  NFL  Europa  offers.  However,  the  road  to  achieving  their  dream 
of  playing  in  the  NFL  has  not  been  easy.  Pruitt,  who  played  with  the 
Atlanta  Falcons  for  one  season  in  2004  and  the  Seattle  Seahawks 
in  2005,  and  Parquet,  who  played  one  year  at  Kansas  City  and  the 


Jeremy  Parquet 

final  six  games  of  2006  with  the  St.  Louis  Rams,  were  each  late 
round  draftees,  in  2004  and  2005,  respectively  and  Johnson  signed 
as  an  undrafted  free  agent  with  the  Indianapolis  Colts  in  2006. 

"I'm  real  excited  to  go  to  Europe,"  said  Pruitt,  who  played  in  a 
Super  Bowl  with  the  Seahawks  two  years  ago.  "At  first.  I  wasn't 
excited  and  didn't  really  want  to  go,  but  now  that  I'm  here  in  Tampa 
in  training  camp  and  getting  better  at  the  stuff  that  I  need  to  get 
better  at,  I'm  excited  to  go  over  there  and  try  to  win  a  World  Bowl 
and  hopefully  I'll  have  a  job  when  I  come  back." 

Parquet,  who  is  posting  a  weekly  blog  on  SouthemMiss.com 
titled  "From  Hattiesburg  to  Hamburg"  about  his  travels  and  experi- 
ences, looks  to  make  a  steady  impact  in  NFL  Europa  by  showcasing 
the  same  talent  that  saw  him  start  40  games  as  a  Golden  Eagle. 

For  Johnson,  who  played  only  two  seasons  at  Southern  Miss  after 
transferring  from  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Community  College,  the  tran- 
sitional process  of  going  from  college  to  the  professional  ranks  has  had 
its  difficulties.  However,  sharing  this  experience  with  fellow  Golden 
Eagles  has  provided  him  additional  confidence  in  his  abilities. 

Though  they  will  be  halfway  across  the  world,  the  school  that  all 
three  played  at  will  forever  be  in  their  thoughts  as  each  proudly  rep- 
resents not  only  their  home  country,  but  their  Alma  Mater  as  well. 

"I'm  always  a  Golden  Eagle,  born  a  Golden  Eagle  and  raised  as 
a  Golden  Eagle,  and  I'll  always  be  a  Golden  Eagle  no  matter  what 
I  do,"  Pruitt  said.  "Whether  it's  football,  business-wise  or  what  not, 
I'll  be  a  Golden  Eagle  always." 

The  2007  NFL  Europa  season  began  on  April  14  and  is  available 
to  watch  on  the  NFL  Network  with  at  least  one  game  airing  live 
while  the  other  two  games  are  available  on  tape  delay. 
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fcampus  Book  Mart 


Your  #1  So 
Southern  Miss 
Apparel,  Diploma 


Frames,  Gifts  &  More 


One  Stop  Shopping  for  Students 
New  and  Used  Textbooks 
School  Supplies 

Located  on  Hardy  Street  across  from 
the  Main  Entrance  to  Campus  by  IHOP 

Call  1.888.712.5083 

Shop  Online 

www.campusbookmart.com 
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Unmatched:  Alumnus'  $5  Million  Gift  Announced 

The  Southern  Miss 
Athletic  Department 
has  broken  ground  on 
the  South  End  Zone 
Complex  at  MM. 
Roberts  Stadium,  and 
Director  of  Athletics 
Richard  Giannini 
has  announced  that 
Southern  Miss  alum- 
nus Gene  Carlisle  '64 
has  given  the  depart- 
ment $5  million,  the 
largest  single  individ- 
ual linancial  commit- 
ment at  one  time  to  the 
University. 

"The  Southern 

Miss    Department    of 

Athletics   is   extremely 

thankful  to  Gene,  his 
Gene  Carlisle  ^  Karen    md  ±en 

family  for  their  loyal  support  over  the  years  and  their  unprecedented 
generosity,"  Giannini  said.  "Their  love  and  support  for  the  University 
and  especially  the  athletic  department  means  so  much.  They  have 
given  in  excess  of  $6  million  to  athletics  and  without  them  the  South 
End  Zone  Complex  wouldn't  be  possible." 

With  this  gift,  Carlisle  has  already  given  or  committed  more  than 
$6.4  million  to  the  Southern  Miss  Athletic  Department.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame,  was  inducted  into  the  Southern 
Miss  M-Club  Hall  of  Fame  in  2006,  and  gave  a  generous  gift  to 
the  athletic  department  to  replace  the  turf  on  the  football  stadium 
with  Momentum-Turf  in  2004.  The  field  was  renamed  in  his  honor, 
Carlisle-Faulkner  Field,  for  his  donation. 

"The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  has  great  students  and 
staff,  but  their  facilities  are  lacking,"  Carlisle  said.  "You  define  who 
you  are  through  your  facilities.  We're  making  great  progress  with 
facilities  but  as  an  athletic  department  we're  under  defined.  We  have 
better  coaches  and  teams  than  our  facilities  show." 

"Richard  is  doing  a  great  job  of  rallying  the  alumni  and  supports 
to  build  first-class  facilities,"  he  added.  "I  love  this  University  and  I 
want  to  see  it  succeed." 

Carlisle  is  the  founder  of  Carlisle  Corporation,  which  operates 
more  than  100  Wendy's  restaurants,  three  Holiday  Inn  Hotels,  a 
Hampton  Inn  and  various  apartment  complexes.  While  his  roots  in 
Southern  Miss  date  back  to  his  undergraduate  days — he  earned  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  business  administration — Carlisle  continues  to 
serve  the  University  in  a  number  of  ways  40  years  later. 

He  is  former  chairman  of  the  College  of  Business'  Advisory 
Council,  as  well  as  currently  serving  on  the  boards  of  directors 
for  both  the  University's  Foundation  and  the  Athletic  Foundation. 
He  chairs  the  campaign  to  raise  funds  for  the  College  of  Business' 
new  building  and  was  named  the  College's  Distinguished  Alumnus 
of  the  Year  in  2002.  His  induction  into  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame 
came  in  2003. 


In  1999,  he  and  Karen  donated  a  Wendy's  restaurant  to  the 
University,  which  promptly  leased  it  back  to  Carlisle  Corporation, 
with  the  University  collecting  nearly  $100,000  to  use  for  scholar- 
ships. In  2001,  the  University  sold  the  restaurant  back  to  the  Carlisles 
for  $700,000,  further  benefiting  the  University. 

The  Carlisles  reside  in  Memphis. 
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M.M.  Roberts  Stadium  Construction 

Architects:  JH  &  H,  Jackson,  Miss.;Trahan  Architects, 
Baton  Rouge,  La.;  Hnedak  Bobo  Group,  Memphis, 
Tenn. 

Contractor:  Harrell  Contracting,  Jackson,  Miss. 

Completion  Date:  August  1 ,  2008 

Estimated  Construction  Cost:  $28,650,000 

Total  Costs  with  Contingency  and  Architect  Fees: 

$31,760,500 

South  End  Zone:  34  Suites  (950  seats);  club  level 
(320  seats);  1,900  additional  bleacher  seats  with 
concessions  and  rest  rooms;  east  side,  club  level  (530 
seats);  four  elevators  to  service  suites,  club  levels 
and  press  area;  ticket  office  concourse  connecting 
east  and  west  side  of  the  existing  stadium;  visiting 
team  locker  room;  scoreboard  operations  room; 
10,000  square  feet  for  future  academic  space; 
1 90,500  additional  square  feet 

Total  Additional  Seats:  3,700 
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Women's  Tennis  Team  Earns  First  Ranking 

For  the  first  time  in  school  history, 
the  2007  Southern  Miss  women's  ten- 
nis team  received  a  national  ranking. 
In  early  April,  the  Lady  Eagles  entered 
the  Fila  Collegiate  Tennis  Rankings 
administrated  by  the  Intercollegiate 
Tennis  Association  at  No.  74. 

"We  are  very  excited  to  be  ranked," 
Head  Coach  Randy  Rowley  said 
upon  the  announcement  that  the 
Lady  Eagles  had  entered  the  poll.  "It's 
been  a  great  year  for  us.  The  fresh- 
men have  obviously  given  us  a  good 
lift,  and  our  veteran  players  who 
Grace  Kammerer  have  been  here  and  gone  through  the 

tough  times  have  played  well.  We  have  tried  to  take  our  time  and 
create  a  good  base  and  are  getting  the  type  of  players  here  that  we 
need  to  help  us  to  continue  to  grow." 

Through  early  April,  Southern  Miss  was  off  to  its  best  start  in 
school  history  with  a  16-3  record  and  four  players  had  already  posted 
20  or  more  wins  on  the  season.  The  Lady  Eagles'  roster  includes  one 
senior,  Grace  Kammerer;  three  juniors,  Sherry  Price,  Ali  Blackett  and 
Natalia  Parrado;  three  sophomores,  Chelsea  Bond,  Brittany  Senet 
and  Kristi  Wittman;  and  three  freshmen,  Stephanie  Dellocono, 
Lauren  Gutterman  and  Kellen  Murphy 


Golden  Eagle  Athletic  Teams  Announce  Additions 

Several  Golden  Eagle  teams  announced  the  signings  of  athletes  from 
across  the  country  this  spring.  The  signings  include: 


BASEBALL 

Matt  Warren,  (6-foot-5,  190 

pounds)  of  Petal,  Miss. 

The  right-handed  pitcher,  a 
senior  at  Petal  High  School, 
had  an  8-0  record  with  three 
saves  and  a  0.15  ERA  in  48 
innings  pitched  at  the  time  of 
his  signing. 

MEN'S  BASKETBALL 

Brandon  Cooks  (6-foot-8,  215 

pounds)  of  Thibodaux,  La. 
Cooks,  who  spent  the  last  two 
years  at  Genesis  One  Christian 
School  in  Mendenhall,  Miss., 
averaged  19  points  and  nine 
rebounds  this  past  winter. 

VOLLEYBALL 

Jillian  Neave  (5-foot-9)  of 

Salem,  Wis. 

Neave,  a  setter,  was  a  four-year 
letterwinner  for  Coach  Charlie 
Berg  at  Westosha  Central  High 
School. 


WOMEN'S  BASKETBALL 
Jasmine  Sanders  (6-foot-2)  of 
Atmore,  Ala. 

Sanders,  a  center,  averaged  13.0 
points,  12.8  rebounds,  3.9  blocks 
and  3.2  steals  per  game  as  a  senior 
for  Escambia  County  High  School. 

Shanice  Mays  (5-foot-6)  of 

Puckett,  Miss. 

Mays,  a  point  guard,  averaged  23.4 
points  and  6.5  assists  per  game  as  a 
senior  for  Puckett  High  School. 

Tanesha  Washington  (6-foot-l) 

of  Clarksdale,  Miss. 
Washington,  a  guard  /  forward, 
averaged   21.0   points  and   12.0 
rebounds  per  game  as  a  senior  for 
Coahoma  County  High  School. 

Brittany  Johnson  (5-foot-8)  of 

Jackson,  Miss. 

Johnson,  a  guard,  averaged  21.0 
points,  6.0  rebounds  and  5.0 
assists  per  game  as  a  senior  for 
Provme  High  School. 
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Alumnus  Captures  CFL  Championship 


Jason  Jiminez 

For  the  past  year,  the  British 
Columbia  Lions,  a  Canadian  Football 
League  (CFL)  franchise,  has  looked  to 
Southern  Miss  alumnus  Jason  Jiminez 
to  take  the  team  to  higher  levels. 
Jiminez  has  not  disappointed. 

In  his  first  season,  Jiminez  quickly  earned  a  repu- 
tation among  opposition  defenses  as  a  fierce  and 
unforgiving  competitor.  He  appeared  in  all  18  regular 
season  games  as  well  as  both  post-season  games.  With 
Jimenez  at  right  tackle,  the  Lions  took  home  their  fifth 
Grey  Cup,  the  CFLs  national  championship  game  and 
trophy. 

Jiminez  signed  with  the  Lions  as  a  free  agent  on 
Jan.  21,  2006.  Prior  to  joining  the  CFL,  he  spent  two 
seasons  on  the  practice  squads  of  the  NFLs  Cleveland 
Browns,  Green  Bay  Packers  and  Oakland  Raiders. 

The  CFL  is  a  professional  sports  league  with  eight 
teams  located  across  Canada.  The  teams  are  split  into 
two  divisions,  East  and  West,  and  play  a  19-week 
regular  season,  followed  by  a  three-week  long  playoff 
period.  Canadian  football  is  the  second  most  watched 
sport  in  Canada. 

As  a  Golden  Eagle,  Jiminez  started  as  a  tackle  in  all 
24  games  of  his  last  two  seasons,  and  he  allowed  only 
five  sacks. 

Jiminez  and  his  wife,  Nicole  '03,  are  enjoying  life  in 
British  Columbia. 


Football  Foundation  Honors  Golden  Eagles 

Three  former  football  players,  along  with  the  University  President  Dr. 
Shelby  Thames  were  honored  at  the  Ail-American  Football  Foundations 
84th  Banquet  of  Champions,  March,  20,  at  the  Jackson  Hilton  Hotel. 

Donnie  Waits,  a  letter-winner  from  1956  to  1957,  received  the  Bill 
Wade  Unsung  Hero  Award,  while  Richard  Johnston,  a  letter-winner  from 
1956  to  1958  and  immediate  past  president  of  the  Southern  Miss  M-Club, 
was  honored  with  the  Outstanding  Association  President  Award. 

Former  offensive  lineman,  George  Batiste,  who  finished  his  career  last 
fall  for  the  Golden  Eagles  and  started  49  straight  games,  was  recognized  as 
a  Deep  South  All- America  Award  honoree,  along  with  LSUs  Glenn  Dorse)' 
and  LaRon  Landry  and  Patrick  Willis  of  Ole  Miss. 

Thames  was  honored  with  the  award  of  Outstanding  Contribution  to 
Football. 


George  Batiste 

Student-Athletes  Receive  Conference  Academic  Awards 

Southern  Miss  placed  22  student-athletes  among  the  321  student-athletes 
who  earned  the  Commissioners  Academic  Medal  during  the  2006-07  aca- 
demic year.  The  medals  are  given  to  Conference  USA  student-athletes  with  a 
cumulative  GPA  of  3.75  or  above  during  the  academic  year. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  academic  medal  winners  by  sport:  Houston  Brown, 
Todd  Mclnnis  and  Trey  Sutton,  baseball;  Bryson  Brewer,  men's  basketball. 
Kristin  Chaney  and  Anna  Patterson,  women's  basketball;  Kaitlin  Daughtery, 
women's  cross  country;  Brett  Hicks  and  Jonathan  Palmer,  football;  Helena 
Backlund  and  Ashley  Joubert,  women's  golf;  Erin  Hamrick,  Keilah  Hopkins 
and  Renee  Hrapmann,  soccer;  Domagoj  Anic  and  Markus  Wessinghage,  men's 
tennis;  Cheris  Fletcher,  Hana  Prudilova  and  Brittany  Wood,  women's  track  and 
field;  and  Megan  Gable,  Knsten  Metz  and  Ashley  Petrinec,  volleyball. 

In  addition,  104  student-athletes  earned  recognition  to  the  Conference  USA 
Commissioner's  Honor  Roll  during  the  2006-07  academic  year.  The  student- 
athletes  named  to  the  Commissioner's  Honor  Roll  maintain  a  cumulative  grade 
point  average  of  3.0  or  better  and  participate  in  a  conference-sponsored  sport. 
Student-athletes  with  a  cumulative  GPA  of  3.75  or  above  also  receive  the 
Commissioner's  Academic  Medal 
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Golden  Moon  Eagle  Classic  Creates 
Ray  Guy  Football  Endowment 


Numerous  former  and  current  Golden  Eagle  football  standouts  and 
coaches  as  well  as  NFL  players  from  a  variety  of  institutions  all  came 
together  in  Philadelphia,  Miss.,  at  the  Pearl  River  Resort  to  help  the 
Southern  Miss  Athletic  Foundation  raise  initial  funds  for  the  Ray  Guy 
Football  Endowment.  Golden  Eagle  fans  were  treated  to  a  social  event 
and  silent  auction  attended  by  Guy,  Bud  Brown,  Louis  Lipps,  Sammy 
Winder,  Reggie  Collier,  Amos  Fowler,  Michael  Jackson,  Michael  Boley 
Jeff  Bower,  Bobby  Collins,  Jim  Carmody  CM.  Newton,  Courtney 
Messingham  and  Mitch  Rodrigue.  In  addition  to  those  Golden  Eagle 
athletes  and  coaches,  a  long  list  of  former  professional  athletes — Kent 
Hull,  Aubrey  Matthews,  Hugh  Green,  Kris  Mangum,  Ray  Perkins, 
former  St.  Louis  Cardinal  catcher  Tom  Pagnozzi  and  former  New 
York  Mets  pitcher  Bobby  Myrick,  whose  son  Joel  is  a  member  of  the 
Southern  Miss  golf  team — made  appearances. 

On  the  golf  course,  players  were  treated  to  an  exhibition  by 
Adidas  /  Taylor  Made  long  drive  champion  Brooks  Baldwin. 

Events  such  as  the  Golden  Moon  Eagle  Classic  have  created  the 
James  Ray  Carpenter,  Sam  Hall  and  Glen  Hnatiuk  golf  endow- 
ments and  the  Sammy  Winder,  Adalius  Thomas,  Hanford  Dixon 
and  now  Ray  Guy  football  endowments.  In  a  new  twist,  Brett 
Favre  donated  two  autographed  helmets  that  were  half  Southern 
Miss  and  half  Green  Bay  Packer — the  two  helmets  were  instru- 
mental in  meeting  scholarship  goals. 


Atlanta  Falcons  linebacker  Michael  Boley  takes  time  for  an  interview  with  Bo 
Bounds,  radio  host  of  "Out  of  Bounds." 


The  Golden  Moon  Classic  featured,  among  others,  Ray  Guy,  Bud  Brown,  Louis 
Lipps,  Sammy  Winder,  Michael  Jackson  and  Michael  Boley. 


Circle  of  Champions  Continues  to  Grow 
Beyond  Expectations 


Administered  by  the  Southern  Miss  Athletic  Foundation  in  con- 
junction with  the  Eagle  Club,  the  Circle  of  Champions  is  a  com- 
prehensive membership  program  for  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi's  top-level  annual  athletic  donors.  The  membership  of 
the  Circle  of  Champions  is  comprised  of  an  elite  group  of  individu- 
als and  businesses  from  all  over  the  Southeast  who  have  a  common 
bond — a  love  of  Southern  Miss  Athletics  and  the  strong  desire  to  see 
the  program  remain  among  elite  Division  1A  athletic  programs. 

The  Circle  of  Champions  newest  members  include 

•  James  and  Betsy  Taylor  of  Biloxi,  who  are  both  graduates  of 
Southern  Miss.  Betsy  is  a  native  of  Laurel  while  Jimmy  is  a  life- 
long resident  of  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast,  where  he  has  been 
a  State  Farm  agent  for  more  than  30  years.  They  have  two  sons 
and  a  daughter,  and  their  son,  Rhett,  has  also  graduated  from 
Southern  Miss. 

•  Lee  and  Delma  Sims,  who  have  lived  most  of  their  lives  in 
the  Hattiesburg  area.  Lee  is  president  of  L  &  A  Contracting 
Company  and  the  vice  president  of  Southeastern  Concrete 
Company.  Lee  and  Delma  reside  in  Oak  Grove,  where  they 
are  members  of  Temple  Baptist  Church  along  with  their  four 
teenagers,  Brent,  Morgan,  DeAnna  and  Shelby.  The  Sims  fam- 
ily has  been  supporting  USM  Athletics  for  many  years,  and  Lee 
and  Delma  have  continued  this  tradition  by  joining  the  Circle 
of  Champions.  The  Sims'  membership  is  the  third  in  the  Circle 
of  Champions  from  the  family  of  Ray  Sims. 

•  Charlie  and  Cindy  Sutherland  of  Hattiesburg.  Charlie  is 
president  of  F-S  Prestress  LLC  and  vice  president  of  L  & 
A  Contracting  Co.  Charlie  and  Cindy  have  supported  the 
University  for  several  years.  Charlie  now  serves  on  the  USM 
Foundation's  board  of  directors  and  also  serves  on  the  Finance 
Committee  of  the  Foundation.  Cindy  is  a  past  member  of  the 
Partners  for  the  Arts  Committee. 


Southern  Miss  Athletics  Needs  You 


There  is  a  great  misnomer  that  athletic  scholarships  are  free. 
Southern  Miss  Athletics  is  a  major  contributor  to  the  University  by 
paying  for  the  tuition,  room,  board  and  books  for  more  than  300 
student-athletes — a  bill  exceeding  $3.2  million  annually.  Just  10 
years  ago  the  same  cost  of  these  payments  was  $1.2  million. 

Successful  programs  are  built  on  more  than  talented  players  and 
coaches.  The  cost  of  continued  progress  can  also  be  measured  in  dol- 
lars and  cents.  In  addition  to  providing  resources  and  facilities  that 
maximize  each  individual's  athletic  ability,  Southern  Miss  is  committed 
to  keeping  each  student-athlete  on  an  academic  track  that  enhances 
the  educational  experience  and  results  in  graduation.  To  do  this,  we 
must  offer  a  full  range  of  academic  services  and  programs.  In  addition, 
to  stay  competitive  on  the  field,  we  must  be  able  to  offer  the  maximum 
number  of  scholarships  allowable  under  NCAA  guidelines. 

The  Eagle  Club  annually  raises  approximately  $1.7  million  from 
a  tremendous  base  of  donors.  Please  consider  purchasing  season 
tickets  and  /  or  joining  the  Eagle  Club.  For  further  information  visit 
SouthernMiss.com  or  call  the  Eagle  Club  at  601.266.5299. 
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SHOTS 

Summer  weather  has  hit  Mississippi  and  the  season  will  soon  follow.  As  you  get  ready  to  pack  your  bags  for  a  sunny  vacation,  be  sure  to 
coordinate  your  wardrobe  with  black  and  gold  attire  and  bring  along  a  camera.  Send  photos'*  of  yourself,  your  family  and  friends  and 
we  will  publish  them  in  future  editions  of  The  Talon,  as  space  permits. 


David  Ishee,  a  Southern  Miss  alumnus, 
left,  was  part  of  a  three-judge  panel  of 
the  Mississippi  Court  of  Appeals  to  hear 
arguments  in  two  cases  in  a  special 
session  at  the  Cochran  Center  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus.  Also  pictured  are 
Judges  Joe  Lee  and  Virginia  Carlton. 

Dozens  of  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  stu- 
dents took  part  in  the  2007  Official  Ring 
Ceremony  in  March,  which  was  held  in 
conjunction  with  University  Founders'  Day 
activities  in  the  auditorium  at  the  Shelby 
Freland  Thames  Polymer  Science  Center. 

The  Southeast  MS  Alumni  Chapter's  Krewe 
of  Eagles  float  brought  Southern  Miss 
spirit  to  the  Gulf  Coast  once  again  during 
the  2007  Pascagoula  Mardi  Gras  Parade. 

From  left,  Gavin  Langston,  Genny  Dumont, 
Todd  Gremillion,  Scott  Hecker,  Anne 
Seybold  and  Lynne  Bischof,  took  part 
in  the  New  Orleans  Chapter's  Founders' 
Day  Dinner,  which  featured  alumnus  Ted 
Jackson,  a  Pulitzer  Prize-winning  photo- 
journalist  from  The  Times-Picayune. 

Pensacola-area  alumni  and  Eagle  Club 
members  gathered  for  an  evening  event 
in  April. 

Alumni  Brent  Hales,  Chad  Cornett,  Angie 
Cognevich  and  Robert  Ingram,  members  of 
the  Association's  Economic  Development 
Constituent  Society's  board,  took  part 
in  the  Southern  Economic  Development 
Council's  spring  meeting. 

From  left,  alumni  Scott  Martinez  and  Jesse 
Smith,  pictured  with  Sandy  Holifield, 
also  took  part  in  the  Southern  Economic 
Development  Council's  meeting. 


*  For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or  scan  your  photos  at  a  resolution  of  300  dpi.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013. 
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Now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on  the  news 
and  accomplishments  of  your  fellow  Golden 
Eagles.  To  submit  your  news  to  The  Talon,  please 
send  your  information  to  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association,  118  College  Dnve  #5013, 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001,  e-mail  alumni® 
usm.edu  or  post  it  online  at  SouthernMissAlumm. 
com.  Deadline  for  submissions  to  be  included  in 
the  Summer  2007  edition  is  June  15. 

All  cities  are  in  Mississippi  unless  otherwise 
noted. 


BURLIAN    O'NEAL    WALKER    '64    was 

named  the  2005-2006  Mississippi  Advocacy 
Volunteer  of  the  Year  by  the  American  Cancer 
Society.  Walker  is  a  two-time  lung  cancer  sur- 
vivor. He  served  as  chairman  of  Citizens  for  a 
Smoke-Free  Hattiesburg  and  then  two  years 
as  co-chair  of  the  Smoke-Free  Study  Group. 


ALGIE  71  and  EMILY  GREEN  '04  continue 
to  use  their  church,  the  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Bay  St.  Louis,  to  provide  housing  and 
meals  to  nearly  100  volunteers  each  week. 
Rev.  Green  and  his  wife  continue  to  clean  up 
and  restore  the  coast  after  Hurricane  Katrina 
washed  ashore  in  August  2005. 

KAY  FIELDS  74  was  elected  to 
C&C  Banks  Board  of  Directors. 
Fields  also  serves  as  president 
and  chief  executive  officer  of 
Girls  Inc.  m  Lakeland,  Fla. 

CHARLIE  BREITHAUPT  75  is  serving  as 
president  and  owner  of  Purchasing  and  Parts 
Solutions  Co.  Inc.,  a  supply  chain  consulting 
business.  PPSC  Inc.  has  now  provided  Supply 
Chain  services  to  a  diverse  group  of  custom- 
ers in  over  25  states  and  continues  to  provide 
expanded  services  to  existing  customers. 

MARY  ANN  WASH   DESANTIS   75  was 

named  associate  editor  for  Lake  &  Sumter 
Style  magazine,  which  was  named  Best  New 
Magazine  in  Florida  in  2005.  DeSantis  is  also 
an  adunct  instructor  for  business  communi- 
cations at  Lake-Sumter  Community  College. 

GRACE    MARY    FLICKINGER 

75  was  named  the  2006-2007 
Wally  Schwartz  Award  recipient. 
The  annual  honor  is  awarded  to 
conference,  regional  and  national 


faculty  adilehc  representatives  by  the  National 
Association  of  Intercollegiate  Athletes.  Flickinger 
is  currently  chair  of  the  NAIA  National 
Coordination  committee,  a  member  of  the  NAIA 
Gender  Equity  Committee  and  has  registered 
more  than  20  years  as  a  faculty  athletic  representa- 
tive at  Xavier  University  in  New  Orleans,  La. 

GEORGE  PEARL  75  is  working  as  a  profes- 
sional photographer  in  Atlanta.  Pearl  regular- 
ly takes  panoramic  photos  of  Georgia  Senate 
and  House  legislators. 

WILLIAM  GARDNER  76  has 

been  appointed  to  the  Create 
Austin  Leadership  Council  by 
the  mayor  of  Austin,  Texas.  The 
Council  is  a  long-range  strategic 
planning  effort  to  maintain  and 
build  Austins  artistic  identity. 

JIMMY  JENKINS  79  has  been  promoted  to 
senior  project  manager  for  Custom  Energy 
Services,  an  energy  services  company  based 
out  of  Overland  Park,  Kansas. 

MARY  CASCIO  LANE  79  received  the 
Presidents  Award  of  Excellence  for  her  continued 
achievements  with  TransUnion.  Lane  is  a  senior 
director  with  the  company  and  oversees  customer 
contact  center  operations  in  Philadelphia,  Perm., 
and  Mumbai,  India,  which  employee  over  900 
associates.  She  has  been  employed  by  TransUnion 
in  vanous  leadership  roles  since  1979. 

1980s 


V 


TOM  ATKINS  '82  has  been  pro- 
moted to  vice  president  of  BB&T 
Corporation,  a  Winston-Salem, 
N.C.,  based  retail  banking  and 
financial  service  provider. 

JOHN  CHAMBLISS  '82  is  currently  serving 
in  Iraq.  Col.  Chambliss  is  brigade  command- 
er of  the  16th  MP  Brigade  (Airborne). 

DELCINA  "DEE  DEE"  DOTHEROW 
PARRISH  '83  was  promoted  to  treasury 
management  sales  manager  for  the  Federal 
Government  Banking  Division  of  Bank  of 
America  in  Washington,  D.C. 

CARLEN  "SONNY"   CHESTANG  JR.  '84 

has  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  colonel  in 
the  U.S.  Army.  Chestang  and  his  wife,  the 
former  RAMONA  D.  PRESTON  '83,  live  in 
Fort  Bragg,  N.C.  The  couple  has  two  chil- 
dren, Carlen  III  and  Carlaya. 


THOMAS  WADE  PISARICH  '84  has  been 
deployed  to  the  Middle  East  as  chief  of 
the  container  management  branch  of  the 
Coalition  Forces  Land  Component  Command 
in  Camp  Arifjan,  Kuwait. 

SANDY  MCCARDLE  '85  has  joined  the  Pearl 
River  Community  Colleges  board  of  trustees. 

RHONDA    FAIRLEY    BROTHERTON    '86 

and  her  husband,  David,  announce  the  Jan. 
24,  2005,  birth  of  their  third  child,  Olivia 
Ruth  Brotherton.  Olivia  is  welcomed  by  big 
brothers  Matthew  and  William. 

JON  FARRIS  '86  was  named  Industrial 
Broker  of  the  Year  by  the  Houston  Chapter 
of  the  National  Association  of  Industrial  and 
Office  Properties.  Farris  currently  works  with 
Cushman  &  Wakefied  of  Texas  Inc. 

RICHARD    REYNOLDS    '86 

has  been  promoted  to  director 
of  retail  operations  of  Cellular 
South,  the  nation's  largest  pri- 
vately held  wireless  provider. 

DAVID  WIESNER  '86  received  the  President's 
Award  from  the  North  Carolina  Psychological 
Association.  The  award  was  given  for  his  out- 
standing work  over  many  years  as  the  steward 
of  NCPA's  finances  and  as  an  active  voice  on 
behalf  of  psychology.  Dr.  Wiesner  is  a  practic- 
ing psychologist  in  Raleigh,  N.C. 

STEVE  WOLVERTON  '86  has  resigned  as 
vice  president  of  Business  Development  at 
G2  Inc.  in  Columbia,  Md.  Wolverton  has 
accepted  the  position  of  president  at  Tailored 
Access,  LLC.  Tailored  Access  performs  engi- 
neering and  program  development  consult- 
ing for  the  intelligence  community. 

DAVID  A.  LITTLE  '88  has  been  award- 
ed the  professional  insurance  designation 
Chartered  Property  Casualty  Underwriter  by 
the  American  Institute  for  CPCU.  Little  has 
been  employed  by  Mississippi  Farm  Bureau 
Casualty  Insurance  Company  of  Jackson  since 
1988.  He  currently  works  as  district  claims 
manager  for  the  Starkville  District  Claims 
office.  He  resides  in  Starkville  with  his  wife, 
Pattie,  and  children,  Layton,  Patton  and  Lake. 

1990s 

DAVID  MAUFFRAY  '90  is  currently  serving 
as  Bay  St  Louis  /  Pass  Christian  area  manager 
for  Mississippi  Power  Company. 
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"Something  on  My  Own:  Gertrude  Berg  and  American 

Broadcasting,  1929-1956" 

Glenn  D.  Smith  Jr.  '04 

248  pages,  $24.95 

Syracuse  University  Press,  2007 


In  1929,  "The  Goldbergs"  debuted 
on  the  air,  introducing  Gertrude  Berg — 
and  her  radio  alter  ego,  Bronx  house- 
wife Molly  Goldberg — to  the  nation. 
The  show  would  become  one  of  the 
most  beloved  and  enduring  programs 
of  Golden  Age  radio  and  of  early  televi- 
sion. Glenn  Smith  '04  tells  the  amazing 
story  in  his  new  book,  "Something  on 
My  Own:  Gertrude  Berg  and  American 
Broadcasting,  1929-1956." 

At  the  helm  of  the  show  was  Berg, 
who,  as  creator,  star,  writer,  and  produc- 
er, became  a  force  to  be  reckoned  with. 
This  multifaceted  biography  provides  a 
penetrating  look  at  how  Gertrude  Berg 
carved  a  special  place  for  herself  in  the  annals  of  broadcast  history.  Decades 
before  Lucille  Ball,  Berg  triumphed  as  a  woman  of  commercial  and  creative 
consequence  in  what  was  essentially  a  male-dominated  arena. 

For  over  three  decades,  Berg's  "Molly"  fluttered  about  and  hung  out 
her  kitchen  window  dispensing  motherly  advice  laced  with  engag- 
ing malapropisms,  insights,  and  lots  of  "schmaltz."  The  show  offered 
a  warmly  comedic  look  at  the  lives  and  dreams  of  working-class 
American  Jews  and  subtle  insights  into  the  nature  of  assimilation.  A 
sentimental  portrait  of  the  immigrant  experience,  "The  Goldbergs" 
offered  a  mythic  ideal  of  the  American  dream. 

Drawing  on  Gertrude  Bergs  papers  at  Syracuse  University's  Bird  Library 
and  rare  interviews  with  her  family  and  colleagues,  Smith  reveals  her 
as  shrewd,  creative  and  forthright.  Unlike  "Molly,"  Berg  was  a  cultivated 
woman  and  a  Columbia  graduate.  A  pioneer  in  the  concept  of  product  tie- 
in,  she  parlayed  the  show's  popularity  into  a  movie,  short  stories  and  even  a 
cookbook.  In  1951  she  refused  to  fire  longtime  co-star  Philip  Loeb,  who  was 


under  investigation  by  the  House  Un-American  Activities  Committee.  The 
book  also  chronicles  Berg's  accomplishments  in  theater,  film  and  literature. 
Smith  is  currently  serving  as  a  visiting  assistant  professor  in  com- 
munications at  Mississippi  State  University. 

"Beginning  at  Vicksburg" 
David  M.  Maddux  '55 
277  pages 
2006 

David  Maddux's  first  novel, 
"Beginning  at  Vicksburg,"  proves  to 
offer  a  storyline  that  is  both  compel- 
ling and  engaging.  The  author  weaves 
intrigue,  romance  and  murder  into  a 
dramatic  fictional  account  set  against 
the  background  of  the  Vicksburg  cam- 
paign and  Civil  War  medicine.  The 
Vicksburg  campaign  was  one  of  the 
most  decisive  military  operations  of 
the  Civil  War. 

Maddux's  protagonists  are  Laurel 
Andnss,  a  young  woman  of  Union 
sentiment  and  heiress  to  a  fortune, 
and  Captain  Ryan  Mathison,  a  reserved  Confederate  doctor  bent  on 
furthering  the  study  of  medicine.  Young  Mathison  vies  for  Laurels 
attentions  versus  antagonist  rogue  and  fortune  hunter  Hastings 
Fairley 

The  story  begins  during  the  Christmas  ball  of  1862  at  the  Balfour 
house  in  Vicksburg  with  the  threatening  approach  of  Gen.  William  T. 
Sherman's  Union  troops.  The  drama  follows  the  three  central  figures 
through  the  turmoil  of  battles  and  siege  to  end  shortly  after  the  sur- 
render of  Vicksburg.  Using  lively  prose,  Maddux  blends  the  fictional 
drama  of  his  characters  into  the  true  life  tragedy  of  Civil  War  history. 
"Beginning  at  Vicksburg"  is  recommended  for  those  who  enjoy  good 
history  told  in  the  context  of  a  fictional  novel. 

Maddox  '55  is  a  member  of  the  Alumni  Association.  He  currently 
resides  in  Springfield,  111. 


BARBARA  OUSBY  '90,  '92  has  been  selected 
to  participate  in  the  2007  class  of  Leadership 
Mississippi,  the  country's  second  oldest  lead- 
ership program.  The  class  represents  a  wide 
diversity  of  professions  and  geographical 
locations  across  Mississippi. 

MICHAEL  IRVIN  ARRINGTON  93  and  his 

wife,  Tamara,  announce  the  March  2,  2007, 
adoption  of  their  daughter,  Mia  Elizabeth 
Arrington. 

AMY  BANKSTON  ABNEY  '94  and  her  hus- 
band, Jeff,  announce  the  birth  of  their  son, 
Dawson  Alexander  Abney.  Dawson  is  joined 
by  Drake,  6,  and  Dane,  4. 


DIANE  G.  COMPTON  '94,  '97  was  selected 
for  inclusion  in  the  2007  edition  of  Who's 
Who  of  American  Women. 

PATRICK  JOHNSON  '94  has  accepted  the 
position  of  global  proposal  manager  at  inter- 
national law  firm  Baker  &  McKenzie  LLP. 

LEIGH  '95  and  RANDY 

BREAL  '95  announce  the 
March  13,  2006,  birth  of 
their  son,  Hayden  Ward 
Breal. 

TROY    '95    and    ERIN    JOHNSTON    '97 

announce  the  March  16,  2007,  birth  of  their 


daughter,  Caroline  Rose  Johnston. 

SARINTHA  RIDDELL 
NELSON  '96  and  her  hus- 
band, Adam,  announce  the 
Jan.  28,  2007.  birth  of  their 
son.  James  Thomas  Nelson. 
The  family  lives  in  Madison. 
Wis. 

VERONICA  STUBBS    96  is  completing  a 

master's  degree  in  public  relations  at  Jac  son 
State  University.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Association  of  Fundraising  Professionals  and 

the  Public  Relations  Association  of  Central 
Mississippi, 
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J.  SHAIN  BRELAND  98 

and  his  wife,  Kelly, 
announce  the  Feb.  15, 
2007,  birth  of  their  daugh- 
ter, Anna  Grace  Breland. 


CHRIS  BOONE  '98  and  Katherine  Harjes 
were  married  Oct.  7,  2006,  at  Lake  Caroline, 
in  Madison. 

ALLISON         SPECK 
WALKER    98,    99  and 

her  husband,  Jason, 
announce  the  Dec.  10, 
2006,  birth  of  then- 
daughter,  Azlyn  Elizabeth  Walker.  The 
Walker  family  resides  in  Gulfport. 

AARON  99,  00  and  JENNIFER  BOUCHER 

'99  announce  the  Jan.  26,  2007,  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Maggie  Moore  Boucher. 


The  USM  Foundation  and  the  College  of 
Science  and  Technology  have  honored  one  of  the 
University's  most  successful  alumni  with  a  recep- 
tion at  President  Shelby  F  Thames'  home.  Danny 
McNease  has  served  in  a  variety  of  roles  with 
Rowan  Companies  Inc.  for  more  than  30  years. 

Founded  in  1923,  the  Houston,  Texas,  based 
company  is  a  major  international  offshore  and 
land  drilling  contractor.  McNease  has  served  in 
the  drilling  division  as  a  barge  engineer,  driller,  rig  superintendent  and  manger 
both  in  the  United  States  and  abroad  before  moving  into  executive  management 
positions.  He  currently  serves  as  chairman  and  chief  executive  officer  of  the 
company. 

McNease  has  been  active  in  the  evolution  of  various  drilling  rig  and  equipment 
designs  and  technology  through  the  development  of  the  cantilever  jack-ups. 

He  has  worked  to  advance  the  drilling  industry  with  the  International 
Association  of  Drilling  Contractors,  the  National  Ocean  Industries  Association 
and  the  American  Petroleum  Institute,  serving  on  various  committees  in  those 
organizations. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Executive  Program  at  Columbia  University  in  New  York. 

McNease  is  a  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association.  He  has  two  grown  chil- 
dren, Danny  Jr.  and  Brandy,  and  two  grandchildren,  Avery  and  Jacob.  McNease 
and  his  wife,  Beth  Anne,  live  in  Montgomery,  Texas. 


Come  visit  beautiful 


Acadia  Oaks 


You  have  already  worked  for  your  money 

Now  let  your  money  work  for  you! 
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vyo  Zone  Solutions  is  a  Limited  Liability 
Company  which  owns  five  residential  houses 
in  the  Go  Zone.  This  organization  is  to  help 
you  purchase  a  20%  interest  in  the  LLC.This 
LLC  will  have  as  the  managing  partner  Go 
Zone  Solutions  LLC,  Whose  manager  is  Mr. 
Terry  Jenkins  a  well  established  builder  and 
developer  in  Mississippi.  Go  Zone  Solutions 
will  be  an  investor  in  the  LLC  just  like  the 
other  four  members.  Lamar  County  is  where 
the  majority  of  the  homes  are  located.  Lamar 
County  has  one  of  the  top  school  districts  in 
the  nation  .  Hattiesburg  was  named  top  100 
places  to  live. 


Go  Zone  Solutions 

PROPERTIES  AVAILABLE  NOW 
SMALL  INVESTMENTS 
HUGE  RETURNS 
THE  THREE  RULES 

1.  First  and  foremost  is  to  obtain 
property  that  will  appreciate  in  value 
and  can  easily  be  rented  out 

2.  Second  is  to  obtain  property  that  will 
pay  its  own  bills. 

3.  To  be  able  to  sell  the  property  at  some 
time  in  the  future  for  more  than  you 
paid  for  it  and  to  obtain  capital  gains 
treatment  on  the  gain  from  the  sale! 
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Give  us  a  call  and  let  our  well  trained  team 

advise  you  on  how  to  make  your  money 

work  for  you! 

Call  for  more  info 
601-296-9352 
601-579-9611 

ONLY  QUESTION  IS....ARE  YOU 

READY  TO  TAKE  ADVANTAGE 

OF  THIS  ONCE  IN  A  LIFE  TIME 

OPPORTUNITY! 

www.gozonesolutions.com 
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Dee  Abbott 


Accounting  Scholarship  Established  for  Alumna 

In  the  mid-1970s,  Larry  Johnson 
attended  Hattiesburg  High  School  and 
was  greatly  influenced  by  Dee  Abbott  '47, 
'55,  a  bookkeeping  teacher  at  the  school. 
Today,  Johnson  is  a  successful  homebuilder 
and  developer,  and  he  attributes  a  great  deal 
of  his  success  to  the  principles  of  business 
he  learned  in  Abbott's  classes.  Abbott  was  an 
extremely  dedicated  teacher  who  was  con- 
cerned with  each  student  and  their  success. 

Now,  Johnson  wants  to  further  other 
students'  love  for  accounting  by  providing 
an  annual  scholarship  of  $1,000  in  the  name  of  Abbott.  The  schol- 
arship will  be  awarded  to  a  Hattiesburg  High  School  student  who 
exhibits  the  desire  to  enter  the  business  world.  The  scholarship  will 
also  be  awarded  based  on  need,  academic  performance,  extracur- 
ricular activities  and  community  involvement. 

Alumnus  Establishes  Safe  Driving  Program 

Ben  Bulot  '02  has  created 
DriveZebra.com,  a  Safe  Teen 
Driver  Program  that  he  believes 
will  help  reduce  teen  auto  acci- 
dents and  fatalities.  Bulot  started 
this  program  so  parents  of  driving 
teenagers  can  take  an  extra  step  in 
keeping  their  teens  safe. 

DriveZebra.com    is    a    "How's 
my  driving?"  program  for  driving 
teens  that  works  similar  to  ser- 
Ben  Bulot  vices  offered  by  trucking  compa- 

nies to  reduce  driver  accidents  and  keep  insurance  premiums  down. 
The  parent  places  a  "How's  my  driving?"  decal  on  their  teen's  car  and 
motorists  can  report  poor  or  dangerous  driving  behavior  directly  to 
the  teen's  parents  via  the  Web  site. 

The  yearly  service  costs  $65.  When  parents  sign  up,  they  receive 
the  "How's  my  driving?"  decal,  a  safe  driver  guide  to  review  with  their 
teen  and  a  parent  /  teen  contract  in  which  the  driving  teen  must  agree 
to  be  held  accountable  for  their  actions  behind  the  wheel. 


DriveZebra.com  is  available  in  all  50  states  and  Canada.  To  learn 
more  about  the  Safe  Teen  Driver  Program,  visit  www.DriveZebra.com. 

Wheat  Named  Top  20  Under  40 

Gary  Wheat  '92,  '94  may  hail  from  Mississippi  but  he's  currently 
leaving  his  mark  in  Iowa. 

The  Waterloo  I  Cedar  Fall  Courier  recently  named  Wheat  one  of 
their  "Twenty  Under  Forty."  The  newspaper  honors  20  people  under 
the  age  of  40  each  year  for  their  work  in  the  community. 

Wheat  currently  serves  as  executive  director  of  Waterloo 
Convention  and  Visitors  Bureau.  He  previously  worked  in  the  sports 
development  division  of  the  Tupelo  Convention  &  Visitors  Bureau 
and  in  the  athletic  administration  at  Virginia  Tech  University. 

He  serves  the  community,  serving  on  the  building  development 
committee  for  the  Grout  Museum's  Iowa  veterans  history  expansion 
and  a  number  of  other  activities. 

Wheat  and  his  wife,  Laurie,  live  in  Waterloo,  Iowa. 

Boyles  Named  One  of  Washington's 
Fabulous  50 

Roll  Call  newspaper  has  named  Bret  Boyles 
one  of  "The  Roll  Call  Fabulous  Fifty." 

Twice  a  year  Roll  Call  chooses  50  Capitol 
Hill  staff  members  to  grace  their  list.  The 
staffers  are  then  graded  on  their  "know- 
how,"  "muscle,"  "spin  control"  and  "access." 
Boyles  currendy  serves  as  chief  of  staff  for 
Mississippi  Sen  Trent  Lott.  Boyles  was  noted  for 
Bret  Boyles  j^  "knOW-how,"  "muscle"  and  "access."  As  chief 

of  staff,  Boyles  serves  as  political  adviser  to  Lott.  He  is  also  required  to  keep 
track  of  the  issues  that  come  before  Congress  each  year.  The  senators  office 
is  extremely  busy  and  Boyles  constandy  fields  phone  calls  from  municipal 
leaders,  presidents  of  universities  and  constituents  from  across  the  state. 

Roll  Call  newspaper  is  published  Monday  through  Thursday  while 
Congress  is  in  session  and  on  Mondays  during  recess.  The  newspaper 
is  widely  regarded  as  the  leading  publication  for  Congressional  news 
and  information. 

Boyles  '95  and  his  wife,  Kristy  '97,  are  Life  Members  of  the 
Alumni  Association.  The  couple  lives  m  Arlington.  Ya..  with  their 
son,  Parker. 


KYLE        M.        '02,       and 

2ADRIENNE  ROB1CHAUX 
VANDERFORD  '02  announce 
the  Nov.  28,  2006,  birth  of 
their  son,  Kaden  Marsh 
—  Vanderford.  Kyle  has  earned  a 
master's  degree  in  nursing  with  a  concentration 
in  nurse  anesthesia  from  Samford  University  in 
Birmingham,  Ala.  He  will  be  practicing  as  a  certi- 
fied registered  nurse  anesthetist  at  St.  Vincent's 
Hospital  and  other  area  facilities. 


MICK    BULLOCK     03    was 

elected  2007-2008  vice  presi- 
dent oi  the  Public  Relations 
Association  of  Mississippi,  cen- 
tral chapter. 

KRISTIN  HAMMAN  GEIBEL  03  and  her  hus- 
band, Reid,  announce  the  Oct.  31,  200b,  birth 
of  their  son,  Brady  Reid.  Kristin  is  a  Spanish 
teacher  and  volleyball  coach  for  Southeast  Local 
Schools  in  Apple  Creek,  Ohio. 

ASHLEY  W.  PATTERSON  03,  '06  and  her 
husband,   Wesley,   announce   the    Feb     17. 


2007,  birth  of  their  son.  Christian  Reed. 

LORIECE    SMITH     03    and    DEWAYNE 

WALKER  '03  were  married  April  21.  2007 
at  Ebenezr  MB.  Church  in  Hattiesburg. 

ASHLEY  CARTER  '04  lias  earned  her  mas- 
ter's degree  in  occupational  therapy  from 
the  University  of  St,  Augustine  for  Health 
Sciences 

NATALIE  BREITHAl  FT    05  is  serving  as 

a  intervention  specialist  with  the  Barksdale 
Reading  Program  in  Hattiesburg 
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TAMMY  FAULKNER  '05  has  been  chosen  to 
represent  Morton,  Miss. ,  in  the  Biltmore  Who's 
Who  Among  Executives  and  Professional 
Women  and  has  been  included  in  the  2007 
Honors  Edition  of  the  registry. 

CATHERINE  MUNGER  '05  has  been  pro- 
moted to  account  coordinator  at  Ginnys 
Printing  in  Austin,  Texas. 

JAMES  B.  PAPIZAN  '05  married  Ansley 
Love  Nored  on  July  23,  2005,  in  Clinton. 
The  couple  will  be  moving  to  New  York  City, 
where  Papizan  will  work  toward  a  doctoral 
degree  in  nutrition  at  Columbia  University. 

DONALD  PARHAM  '05  and  his  wife,  Richet, 
announce  the  Dec.  27,  2006,  birth  of  their 
son,  Donald  L.  Parhmjr. 

CHRISTINA  CARIVEAU  '06  is  working 
as  a  residence  director  at  the  College  of  St. 
Benedict  in  St.  Joseph,  Minn. 

MARK  GARCIA  06  and  ERIN 
YARBOROUGH  '06  were  married  March  24, 
2007.   The  couple  resides  in  Waveland. 

NEAL  KIRBY  '06  was  hired  as  campaign  admin- 
istrator for  Jack  Donahues  Louisiana  Senate, 
Distnct  1 1  Campaign  in  Mandeville,  La. 

ASHLEY  SMITH  '06  announces  her  engage- 
ment to  Alan  Brandle.  The  couple  will  be 
married  Dec.  8,  2007.  Smith  has  relocated  to 
Tampa,  Fla.,  where  she  works  for  Tech  Data 
Corp.,  the  second  largest  IT  distributor  in 
the  word. 


MARLIN  W.  MAGEE  '36  of  Daytona  Beach, 
Fla.,  died  Jan.  15,  2007. 

MARJORIE  D.  BOYD  '37  of  Lake  died  Feb. 
26,  2007. 

J.     IONE     DENSON     NORTON     '37     of 

Boonville,  Ind.,  died  Oct.  31,  2006. 

MARY  HASKINS  TIPS  '39  of  Karnes,  Texas, 
died  Jan.  13,  2007. 

DORIS  O'CAIN  '41  of  Madison  died  Jan. 
20,  2007. 

MATTIE   C.   BEASLEY  '45  of  Harperville 
died  March  14,  2007. 

EDMUND  V.  CURRY  '46  of  Pascagoula  died 
Jan.  21,  2007. 

MARY  FRANCES   CARPENTER  GANDY 

'49  of  Madison  died  Jan.  27,  2007. 

LAMAR  LIDDELL  WHITE  '49  of  Gulfport 
died  March  23,  2007. 

JAMES  KEEFE  EDWARDS  '50  of  Gulfport 
died  Jan.  23,2007. 

EVERARD  HENDRIX  LEE  '50  of  Daytona 
Beach,  Fla.,  died  Jan.  3,  2007. 

KATE  GRIFFIN  '51  of  Vicksburg  died  Feb. 
8,  2007. 

JEFFREY  MILLER  '51  of  Hattiesburg  died 
Jan.  5,  2007. 


WILLIAM  MCLAURIN  MAYFIELD  '52  of 

Shreveport,  La.,  died  March  12,  2007. 

FRANCES  FRAZIER  BOENINGER  '53  of 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  died  Jan.  25,  2007. 

JIMMY  ROY  WEBB  '53  of  Gulport  died  Jan. 
27,  2007. 

BOBBY  JOHNSTON    '57   of  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  died  Dec.  15,2006. 

KAY  HENRY  PATTERSON  '57  of  Brandon 
died  Feb.  22,  2007. 

THOMAS  EDMUND  KILLEEN  '58  of  River 
Ridge,  La.,  died  March  7,  2007. 

QUINCY  ALBERT  LONG  '58  of  Poplarville 
died  Jan.  26,2007. 

JERE  CONNERS  FOWLKES  '59  of  Bluffton, 
S.C.,  died  Feb.  27,  2007. 

BURTON  JEROME  STEPHENS  '59  of  Sun 

City,  Ariz.,  died  March  21,  2007. 

EUNICE  B.  TINDELL  '59  of  Biloxi  died  Jan. 
13,2007. 

BRYAN     EUGENE     WILLIAMS     '59     of 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  died  March  24,  2007. 

BOBBY  YARBOROUGH  '59  of  Kentwood, 
La.,  died  Jan.  23,  2007. 

BARBARA  ERLE  "BARBIE''  FAGAN  BARNES 

'60  of  Hattiesburg  died  Feb.  16,  2007. 

GARY  THOMAS  GUNTER  '60  of  Tupelo 
died  Dec.  11,2006. 


Walker  "Cornbread"  Wilson 

Believe  it  or  not,  he  had  a  brother  named  "Biscuit," 

who  was  also  a  football  star  at  State  Teachers 

College.  (Neka  Camon,  1931) 
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ANN  CAROL  DAY  FORTENBERRY   61  of 

Gulfporl  died  Dec.  30,  2006. 

WILLIE    MERLE    SANDERS     62,     67    of 

Ellisville  died  Jan.  21,  2007. 

KELLIS  L.  MADISON  '64  of  Brandon  died 
March  7,  2007. 

MARGARET  V.  REED  '67  of  Florence,  Ala., 
died  Jan.  19,  2007. 

BARBARA  JEAN  SEELY  MCCOOL  '68  of 

Moss  Point  died  Jan.  4,  2007. 

CHARLES  B.  THOMPSON  '68  of  Morehead, 
Ky.,  died  Feb.  5,  2007. 

ROBERT    "BOB"    KROHA    '69    of  Waco, 
Texas,  died  March  6,  2007. 

LUCY  GERALD  MOAK  '69  of  Richton  died 
March  6,  2007. 

EVELYN  MCEWEN  DAVIS  70  of  Vancleave 
died  Jan.  21,  2007. 

DR.  ROBERT  EUGENE  "GENE"  PIERCE 

70  of  Greenville,  Tenn.,  died  Feb.  20,  2007. 

LUCY  JEAN  COVINGTON  STEPHENSON 

70  of  McComb  died  Jan.  31,  2007. 

GERALD  "JERRY"  HOFFMAN  72  of  Long 
Beach  died  Jan.  12,  2007. 

VICTORIA  JOYCE   FENDLASON    73   of 

Bogalusa,  La.,  died  Dec.  31,  2006. 

DR.  EVELYN  ALBRITTON  75  of  Ruston, 
La.,  died  Feb.  8,  2007. 

DAVID  F.  GATES  76  of  Brandon  died  Feb. 
13,  2007. 

WILLIAM  R.  DUNLAP  78  of  Tuscaloosa, 
Ala.,  died  March  13,  2007. 

DR.  ROGER  DUBOSE  JR.  79,   84,   85  of 

Meridian  died  Feb.  25,  2007. 

FEDWA  SAFEE  RAHAIM  '80  of  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  died  March  5,  2007. 

WILLIAM  H.  REHMANN  III  81  of  Gulfport 
died  Jan.  26,  2007. 

ROBERT  E.  CARRIER  '82  of  Ridgeland  died 
Dec.  12,  2006. 

RHETT    BURTON    FLAKE    SR.     86    of 

Lexington,  S.C.,  died  Jan.  28,  2007. 

THADDEUS     "RAY"     DANIELS     87    of 

Flowood  died  Jan.  20,  2007. 


For  almost  30  years,  Doug  79  and  Susan 
Williams  78  have  spent  most  of  their  wak- 
ing hours  together.  The  couple  met  at  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  where 
they  studied  commercial  art  and  supported 
the  Golden  Eagles  as  cheerleaders.  The 
Williamses  have  parlayed  that  meeting  into 
a  company  that  Entrepreneur  has  called, 
"one  of  the  country's  brightest  success  stories." 

Country  Originals  is  a  Jackson-based  enterprise  that  sells  tabletop,  home  fur- 
nishings and  decorative  accessories  made  in  third  world  countries.  The  company 
sprang  from  a  1984  trip  to  Jamaica,  where  the  couple  found  a  $2  basket  that 
Susan  had  recently  paid  $40  for  in  Jackson.  The  couple  decided  to  order  as  mam- 
as possible,  even  returning  at  a  later  time  to  export  more. 

The  trip  was  a  launching  pad,  and  they  continued  to  import  the  natural  woven 
baskets  for  three  years.  Then,  the  couple  hit  on  an  idea  that  made  the  product 
even  more  successful — dyeing  the  baskets.  They  did  so  by  hand,  but  the  baskets 
were  selling  too  quickly  to  keep  up.  The  Williamses  decided  to  ship  the  dye  to 
Jamaica  and  ultimately  provided  more  local  artisans  income  opportunities. 

As  their  business  grew,  the  Williamses  chose  to  quit  their  "real"  jobs — Doug 
worked  for  his  family's  business  and  Susan  sold  advertising — and  hired  their  first 
employee  to  answer  the  phone.  Today,  Country  Originals  employs  more  than  40 
people. 

The  Williamses  expanded  their  catalog  of  overseas  suppliers  when  the  Jamaican 
artisans  could  not  fill  a  20,000  watermelon-shaped-basket  order  by  deadline. 
Country  Originals  now  has  more  than  25  suppliers  in  eight  countries. 

The  couple  is  on  the  road  several  months  of  the  year,  designing  and  sourcing 
new  products  the  company  sells,  many  pulled  from  Susans  idea  notebooks.  The 
company  has  an  impressive  range  of  items  that  includes  glassware,  ceramics,  iron 
goods,  seasonal  items,  statuary,  lighting,  small  furniture  and  garden  and  bath 
accessories. 

The  Williamses  have  been  diligent  about  sharing  the  fruits  of  their  labor  with 
others  for  years.  They  know  that  while  Country  Originals  employs  hundreds  ot 
needy  artisans  overseas,  life  in  underdeveloped  countries  can  still  be  devastat- 
ing. That's  why  they  started  the  Doug  and  Susan's  Kids'  Foundation  that  focuses 
on  charities  like  Sister  Clara's  Cross,  which  takes  proceeds  from  the  sales  of  iron 
crosses  to  support  a  clinic  run  by  the  charity's  namesake,  a  nun.  and  have  helped 
set  up  a  day  care  and  children's  feeding  program  in  Honduras.  Closer  to  home, 
the  Williamses  and  their  employees  built  the  Jackson  Habitat  House  for  Oprah 
Winfrey's  Angel  Network. 

The  Williamses  are  both  Life  Members  of  the  Alumni  Association  and  reside 
in  Clinton. 


DR.   JUDITH    E.    BENVENUTTI    '91    of  AARON  M.  HADDAS  '02  of  Ashcvilk.  N  C 

Diamondhead  died  March  21,  2007.  died  March  14.  2007. 

SHANON      "LANA"      ADAMS      '95      of  SHANNON  "LEIGH"  GARFORTH  "0i  , 

Brookhaven  died  Dec.  15,  200o.  Clinton  died  Feb.  17.  2007 

JAMES  A.  MOCK  '95,  '97  of  Gallion,  Ala..  JAMES   EDWARDS  of  Gulfport  died  Jan. 

died  Jan.  5,  2007.  23,  2007. 

MILDRED  QUARLES  PYLE  '96  of\  leksburg  VIRGINIA  1 .  MULLINS  of  Hattiesbuig  died 

died  March  lo,  2007.  March  23,  2007. 
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WILLIAM  A.  PEDEN  of  Pass  Christian  died  SHAYLA  DENISE  STENNIS  of  Columbus 

Jan.  18,  2007.  died  Jan.  15,  2007. 

GEORGE  WAYNE  SANDERS  of  Kosciusko  JOHNNYE  G.  WILLIS  of  Hattiesburg  died 

died  Feb.  1,  2007.  Jan.  19,  2007. 

AUSTIN  D.  SOMERS  of  Wiggins  died  Jan. 
13,  2007. 


Domino's  Owner  Dies 

David  Carraway  '81,  president  and  co-owner  of  Washington,  D.C., 
regional  franchises  of  Domino's  Pizza  died  February  17,  2007,  from 
cancer  at  his  home  in  McLean,  Va.  He  was  48. 

Carraway  had  worked  in  the  franchises  since  1985,  when  he  moved 
to  Washington,  D.C.,  to  join  Southern  Miss  alumnus  Frank  Meeks 
'78,  who  owned  the  franchises.  Carraway  rose  through  the  franchises' 
ranks  of  manager,  investor,  vice  president  and  chief  of  operations. 
He  became  president  and  majority  owner  of  the  Washington,  D.C., 
Northern  Virginia  and  Maryland  franchises  in  2004,  upon  the  death 
of  Meeks. 

During  Carraway s  tenure,  the  greater  Washington  franchise  grew  from  four  stores  to 
its  current  58. 

Carraway  was  named  to  the  Domino's  Chairman's  Circle  Hall  of  Fame,  and  he  served 
on  company  committees.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  in  McLean  and  was  a  United  Way  volunteer.  A  skier,  biker  and  hiker,  Carraway 
completed  two  triathlons,  several  marathons  and  five  adventure  races. 

Survivors  include  his  wife  of  19  years,  Mary  Lynne  Carraway  of  McLean,  Va.;  his  par- 
ents, Jim  '58  and  Mary  Carraway  '72  of  Brandon;  four  children,  Molly  Carraway,  Carson 
Carraway,  Brandon  Carraway  and  Hannah  Carraway,  all  of  McLean,  Va.;  and  two  broth- 
ers. 


The  Winter  2007  edition  of  The  Talon  included  a  photo  which  was  incorrectly  identified 
as  a  photo  of  alumnus  Herschel  Shattles.  Below,  Mr.  Shattles'  death  announcement  is 
reprinted  with  the  correct  photo.  The  Alumni  Association  regrets  this  error. 


Herschel  Shattles  '50 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  and  Southern  Miss  Athletics  lost  one  of  their  oldest 
cheerleaders  on  Dec.  9,  2006,  when  lifelong  supporter  Herschel  Shattles 
'50  died  from  complications  related  to  Alzheimer's  disease. 

For  decades  Shattles  has  been  integral  in  the  advancement  of 
Southern  Miss  Athletics.  According  to  Athletic  Director  Richard 
Giannini,  Shattles  was  so  supportive  of  athletics  that  he  was  a  Circle 
of  Champions  member  before  the  group  was  even  formed.  While  his 
financial  contributions  have  exponentially  helped  the  University  it  is 
his  physical  support  that  endears  him  to  generations  of  alumni. 

Shattles'  love  of  Golden  Eagle  Athletics  was  not  limited  to  one 
sport;  coaches  across  the  University  had  only  positive  words  and 
memories  of  him.  Football  coach  Jeff  Bower  credits  Shattles  with  being  instrumental  in 
the  program's  rise,  and  baseball  coach  Corky  Palmer  credits  him  with  popularizing  tailgat- 
ing  in  "The  Roost." 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Elizabeth;  son,  Michael;  daughter,  Sandra  Peebles;  four 
grandchildren;  and  three  great-grandchildren. 
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Supporting  you 
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Hancock  Bank  salutes  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast 
Research  Laboratory  and  its  graduate  students.  Your  scientific  quest 
helps  solve  problems  and  capture  opportunities  with  far-reaching 
benefits — from  better  fishing  to  more  up-to-date  information  on 
coastal  elevations.  Thank  yoifrfor  braving  the  setbacks  of 
Katrina  to  advance  knowledge  of  the  marine 
and  coastal  resources  that  affect  our 
Gulf  South  and  the  lives  of 
all  Americans. 


Hancock  Bank 


Member  FDIC.  Hancockbank.com 


110  locations  in  the  Gulf  South 

In  Hattiesburg:  6052  Hwy.  98  •  2007  Lincoln  Rd. 

3301  Hardy  St  •  USM  Student  Union  (ATM) 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association  by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utiliz- 
ing the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating 
additional  revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


.Campus  Book  Mart 

Campus  Book  Mart 

Southern  Miss  Apparel  and  Gifts.  For  more 
information,  call  888.712.5083. 


lostens 


MBHK 


MBNA® 

Special  offer  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  and 
friends!  Announcing  a  special  No-Annual-Fee 
MasterCard   credit  card  now  conveniently  avail- 
able to  Southern  Miss  alumni.  Simply  call  866. 
GET.MBNA  for  details  about  the  costs  and  terms 
of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for  the  credit  card. 


DiplomaDisplay* 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Specially  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree 
Frames.  For  more  information,  go  to  www. 
diplomadisplay.com  or  call  800.422.4100. 


Balfour 


Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch.  For 

more  information,  call  800.523.0124  and 
request  operator  A22SF 


ESF 

education  services 
Foundation 

Education  Services  Foundation 
Student  Loan  Consolidation.  For  more  infor- 
mation, go  to  www.esfweb.com/usm.htm  or 
call  866.542.8033. 


MegaGape" 

broadband 

MegaGate  Broadband 

Megagate  Broadband  is  the  preferred  Internet 
provider  for  Southern  Miss  alumni.  To  use 
SouthemMiss.net  as  your  gateway  to  the  web, 
call  601.450.5000. 


Balfour 

Official  Southern  Miss  Ring.  For  more  informa- 
tion or  to  order,  call  866.BALFOUR  and  ask  for 
reference  code  2315. 
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J/ti/itri//  -±s rintinq  and  ■  yrattiiiiq 
Printing  and  Framing.  For  more  information, 
call  1.866.418.0320. 


Alumni  Holidays  International 
Organizing  International  Excursions  For 
Southern  Miss  Alumni.  For  further  informa- 
tion on  upcoming  trips,  contact  the  Alumni 
Association  at  601.266.5013. 


MySpace. 
Facebook. 


SOUTHERN 

MISSISSIPPI 

ALUMNI 


►  k-  SouthernMissAlumni.com? 

>A         As  a  member  of  the  Alumni  Association,  you 
can  maintain  an  online  profile,  post  com- 
ments and  establish  a  network  of  friends  at 
SouthernMissAlumni.com.  Just  make  sure  you 
join  the  more  than  5,200  Southern  Miss  alumni 
who  have  taken  advantage  of  a  wealth  of  the  Web 
site's  features  by  becoming  registered  users. 
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urrent     lumni     etail     iscounts 


SOUTHERN 
ALUMNI- 


www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 


This  listing  contains  current  participants  in  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 

Association's  C.A.R.D.  (Current  Alumni  Retail  Discounts)  Program.   By  presenting 

either  your  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  annual  dues  membership  card  or  your  Life 

Membership  card,  you  will  receive  the  discount  noted  by  each  participant.  The  program 

is  designed  to  bring  added  value  to  your  membership  in  the  Alumni  Association  and  to 

thank  you  for  your  support  of  Southern  Miss. 


Anderson's  Rug  Market 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

Ashley's  Sporting  Goods 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

Bourne  Brothers  Printing 

20%  discount  on  any  service 

Brownstone's  LLC 

20%  discount  on  entrees 

Classic  Concepts  /  ACE  Home  Center    10%  discount  on  purchases  or  rentals 

Comfort  Inn-The  Lodge 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Comfort  Suites  * 

10%o  off  rack  rate 

Domino's  Pizza  * 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

Expectations 

15%  discount  on  total  purchase  (does  not  apply  to  furniture) 

Garfield's  Restaurant  * 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

Grand  Bank 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

Hattiesburg  Inn  * 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

Hawthorn  Suites 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Hopson  Law  Firm,  PLLC 

Free  initial  consultation  on  any  contingency  fee  case 

10%  discount  on  initial  consultation  fee  on  non-contingency  cases 

J&L  Sales 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

King  Photography 

10%  discount  on  studio  photography,  excluding  senior  portraits 

Kitchen  Table 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

Leatha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

Legg  Mason  /  Chris  Inman 

10%  discount  on  all  store  transactions  /  free  portfolio  reviews 

Mike  Anderson's  Seafood 

10%  discount  on  selected  purchases 

Mike's  Tire  and  Wheel 

10%  discount  on  all  sales 

Nevada  Bob's  Golf  (Coast) 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Nick  Crechales 

10%  discount  on  entrees 

Oak  Grove  Rental 

10%  discount  on  rental  items  /  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Parris  Jewelers 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Pine  Burr  Country  Club 

$5  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

Rental  Cabins  -  Redden  Enterprises 

LLC  5%  discount  on  cabin  rental  /  10%  discount  to  Life  Members 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

1 5%  discount  on  a  round  of  golf  /  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

Signs  First  * 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss  related  signs 

Simmons  Furniture 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Sonic  Drive  Inn  on  Hwy  11 

Free  20  oz.  Drink  or  Slush  with  purchase  of  #1  or  #2  Burger 

Southern  Interiors 

5%  discount  on  flooring  / 10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

Southland  Florists 

10%  discount  on  store  purchases  (cash-and-carry  items  excluded) 

Tall  Pines  Farm 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

Touchstone  Dental  Care 

10%  discount  on  dental  services 

University  Florist 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  (cash  and  carry  only) 

Villies  Restaurant 

$1  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order,  and  large  drink  / 
$1  off  game  day  party  subs 

A     All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice. 
Please  verify  discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase. 

*     Hattiesburg  locations  only. 

(+)  Offer  not  valid  during  football  season. 
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Summer  is  sizzling 

with  great  entertainment 


Villiam  Carey  Dinner  Theater 

Historic  32nd  Season 

June  14  -  30  &  July  10-21 

Annual  Daylily  Show 

Americas  Largest 

June  16 

Historic  Mobile  Street 

Renaissance  Festival 

June  30 

Miss  Hospitality  Pageant 

A  Mississippi  Tradition 
August  3  -  4 

Great  Southern  Stampede 

Western-Themed  Showdeo 

August  30  -  September  9 
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